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NOTE. 



Thk present writer publishGd a study on Burke some 
tnelre years h^o. It was almost entirely critical, and in 
no Bcnse a narrative. The volume now submitted to the 
readers of this Series ia biographical rather than critical, 
and not more than about a score of pages have been re- 
produced in it from the earlier book. Three pages (pp. 
ail— 213) have been inserted from an article on Burke 
contributed by me to the new edition of the Encydopcedia 
Britannica ; and I have to thauk Messrs. Black for the 
great conrtesy with which they have allowed me to tran- 
acribe the passage here. These borrowings from my for- 
mer self, the reader will perhaps be willing to excuse, on 
the old Greek principle, ttiat a man may once aay a thing 
as he would have it said, Slg Zc oirx ir^eytrai — he canrnit 
Bay it twice. 
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BURKE. 



It will soon be a hundred and twentj' years since Burks 
first took hia seat iu the House of Cotnmona, iind it is 
eigbty-five years since bis voice ceased to be heard tbtru. 
Since his death, as during bi» life, opinion as to the place 
to which be ia entitled among the eminent men of bis 
country has touched every entreme. Tories have extolled 
him as the saviour of Europe. Whigs have detested him 
as the destroyer of his party. One un discriminating pan- 
egyrist calls him the most profound and comprehensive of 
political philosophers that ha» yet existed in the world. 
Another and more distinguished writer insists that he is a 
resplendent and far-seeing rhetorician, rather than a deep 
and subtle thinker. A third tells us that bis works can- 
not be too much our study, if we mean either to under- 
stand or to maintain against its various enemies, open and 
concealed, designing and mistaken, the singular constltu- 
tJon of this fortunate island. A fonrth, on the contrary, 
declares that it would be bard to find a single leading 
principle or prevailing sentiment in one half of these 
works, to which something extremely adverse cannot be 
1* 



fonnd in the other half. A fifth calls hlra one of the 
greatest men, and. Bacon alone excepted, tbe greatest 
thinker, who ever devoted himself to tbe practice of Eng- 
lish politics. Yet, oddly enoagb, the sothor of the fifth 
rerdict will have it that this great man and great think- 
er was actoally out of his mind, when he composed the 
pieces for which he has been mo^ widely admired and 
revered. 

A sofficient interval has now passed to allow all tbe sed- 
iment of party fanaticism to fall to the bottom. The cir- 
cumstances of the world have since Burke's time nnder- 
gone variation enough to enable ns to jndge, from many 
points of view, how far he was the splendid pamphleteer 
of a faction, and how far he was a contribntor to the mii- 
versal stock of enduring wisdom. Opinion is slowly, but 
without reaction, settling down to the verdict that Burke 
is one of the abiding names io onr history, not because faa 
either saved Europe or destroyed tlie Whig party; bat be- 
cause he added to the permanent con^derations of wise 
political thought, and to the maxima of wise practice in 
great aflairs, and because he imprints himself apon as with 
a magnificence and elevation of expression, that places him 
among the highest masters of literature, in one of its high- 
est and most commanding senses. Those who have ac- 
quired a love for abstract politics amid the almost mathe- 
matical closeness and precision of Hobbes, the philosophic 
calm of Locke or Mill, or even the majestic and solemn 
fervoar of Milton, are revolted by the unrestrained passion 
and the decorated style of Burke. His passion appears 
hopelessly fatal to success in tbe pursuit of Truth, who 
does not usually reveal herself to followers thus inflamed. 
His ornate style appears fatal to the cautious and pre- 
cise method of statement, suitable to matter which is not 
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ItnowD at all Doless it is known distinctly. Yet tbe nat- 
uml ardour wh.ich inipclled Burke to clothe hia judgments 
in glowing and exaggerated phrases, is one secret of his 
power over ns, because it kindles in those who arc capable 
of that generous infection a respondent interest and sym- 
pathy. But more than this, the reader is speedily con- 
scious of the precedence in Burke of the facts of morality 
and conduct, of the many interwoven affinities of human 
afiection and historical relation, over the unreal necessi- 
ties of mere abstract logic. Burke's mind was full of tho 
matter of great truths, copiously enriched from the foun- 
tains of generous and many-coloured feeling. He thought 
aboDt life as a whole, with all its infirmities and all its 
pomps. With none of the menta! eiclusivenesB of the 
moralist by profession, he fills every page with solemn ref- 
erence and meaning; with none of the mechanical bostle 
of tho common politician, he is everywhere conscious of 
the mastery of laws, institutions, and government over the 
character and happiness of men. Besides thus diffusing a 
strong light over the awful tides of human circumstance, 
Burke has tbe sacred gift of inspiring men to use a grave 
diligence in caring for high tilings, and in making their 
lives at once rich and austere. Such a part Jn literature is 
indeed high. We feel no emotion of revolt when Mackin- 
tosh speaks of Shaketipere and Burke in tbe same breath, 
as being both of tbom above mere talenL And we do not 
dissent when Macaulay, after reading Burke's works over 
again, exclaims, " How admirable 1 The greatest mini since 
Milton I" 



The precise date of Burke's birth cannot be stated with 
ceriiainty. All that we can say ia that it took place either 
in 1728 or 1729, and It ia possible that we may set it 



down ID one or the other yeu.sA we cbooM to reckon by 
the old or the new style. Tlie best opinion is th&t h» 
was bora at Dublin on the l:2tb of Januiuy, 1129 (N.S.). 
Hia fuher was a solicitor in good praetiee, aad is beliered 
to have been desceadej from some Bourkcs f>f countj 
Liraerick, who held a respectable local position in the time 
of the civil wars. Barkers mother Leluiged to the Nagle 
fuaily, which had a strong cunnexion in the county of 
Cork ; they bad beea Hinung the laat adherents of Jamea 
IL, and they remained firm Catholics. Mrs. Burke re- 
mained true to thu ehureh of her ancestors, and her only 
daughter was brougbt tip in the same faith. Edmund 
Burke and bis two brothers, Garret and Bichard, were 
bred in the religion of their father^ but Burke ncTer, in 
after-times, lost a Ittrge and generous way of thinking 
about the more ancient creed of hia mother and his uncles. 
In 1741 he waa sent to sehool at Bollilore, a Tillage 
some thirty miles away from Dnblin, where Abraham 
ShackletoQ, a Quaker from Yorkshire, had established him- 
self fifteen years before, and had earned a wide reputation 
as a successful teacher and a good man. According to 
Bnrke, ho richly deserved this high character. It was to 
Abraham Shackleton that he always professed to owe 
whatever gain had come to him from education. If I am 
anything, he said many years afterwards, it is the education 
I had there that has made me so. His mastei's skill as a 
teacher did not impress him more than the examfJe which 
was every day set before him of uprightness and simplici- 
ty of heart Thirty years later, when Burke had the news 
of Shackleton's death (l771), " I had a true honour and 
aSectioD," he wrote, " for that excellent man. I feci 
something like a satisfaction in the midst of my concern, 
that I waa fortunate enough to have bim once under my 
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roof befiwe his departure." No man has ever bad s deep- 
er or more tender reverence than Burke for homely good- 
ness, simple purity, and aU the pieties of life; it may well 
be that this natural predisposition of all characters at once 
BO genial and so serious as his, was finally stamped in him 
by his first scboolmaster. It is true that be was only two 
years at BaUitorc, but two years at that plastic time often 
build up babits iu the miud that all the rest of a life is 
nnable to pull down. 

In 1743 Burke became a student of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and be remained there until 1748. when he took 
his Bachelor's degree. These five years do not appear to 
have been spent in EtronuouR industry in tbe beaten paths 
of academic routine. Like so many other men of greait 
gi^ Barke In his youth was desultory and excursive. He 
roamed at large over the varied heights that tempt our cu- 
riosity, as tbe dawn of intelligence first lights them up one 
after another with bewitching visions and illusive magic. 
"All my studies," Burke wrote in 1746, when be was in 
the midst of them, " have rather proceeded from Bailies of 
passion, than from the preference of sound reason ; and, 
like all other natural appetites, have been very violent for 
a seaaon, and very soon cooled, and quite absorbed in the 
ancoeeding. I bsve often thought it a humorous consid- 
eration to observe and sum up all tbe madness of this kind 
I h<ive fallen into this two years past. First, I was greatly 
taken with natural philosophy ; which, while I should bava 
given my mind to logic, employed me incessantly. This I 
call my furor malhemalicus. But tbis worked off as soon 
at I began to read it in the collie, as men by repletion 
cant oS tbeir stomaclis all tbey have eaten. Then I turned 
biwk to logic and metspbynca. Here I remained a good 
wiuIo,and with much pleasure, and this was my furor loffi 
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CU5, a disease veiy common in the days of ignorance, and 

very unconimon in tbese enliglitened times. Next suc- 
ceeded tlie fuTQf hUtorieug, which alao liad its day, but 
ia now no more, being entirely absorbed in the furor 
poeticus." 

This is from one of Burke's letters to Richard Shackle- 
ton, the Bon of his schoolmaster, with whom he had formed 
one of those close friendships that fil) the life of generous 
youth, as ambition fills an energetic manhood. Many tears 
were shed when the two boys parted at Ballitore, and they 
kept up their intimacy by a steady correapondence. They 
discuss the everlasting dispute as to the ultimate fate of 
those who never heard the saving name of Christ. They 
send one another copies of verses, and Burke prays for 
Shackleton's judgment on an invocation of hia new poem, 
to beauteous nymphs who haunt the dusky wood, which 
hangs recumbent o'er the crystal flood. Burke is warned 
by Shackleton to endeavour to live according to the rules 
of the Gospel, and he humbly accepts the good advice, 
with the deprecatory plea that in a town it is difficult to 
sit down to think seriously : it ia easier, he says, to follow 
the rales of the Gospel in the country, than at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin. In the region of profauer things the two 
friends canvass the comparative worth of Sallust and of 
Tully'a Epistles. Burke holds for the historian, who has, 
be thinks, a fine, easy, diversified narrative, mised with re- 
flection, moral and political, neither very trite nor obvious, 
nor out of the way and abstract, and this is the true beauty 
of hiatorical observation. 

Some pages of verse describe to Shackleton how his 
friend passes the day, but the reader will perhaps be con- 
tent to learn in humbler prose that Burke rose with the 
dawn, and strode forth into the country through fragrant 
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gardeos and the pride of May, until want of breaUast 
drove him back ountllingly to the town, where amid lect- 
nrea and books his heart incessantly tamed to the nver 
and the fir woods of BaJlitore. In the evening he ngidn 
turned his hack on the city, taking his way *' where Liffcy 
lolls her dead dogs to the sea," along to the wall on the 
shore, whesee he delighted to see the sun sink into the 
waters, gilding oeean, ships, and city as it vanished. 
Aks, it was beneath the dignity of verse to tell us what 
we should most gladly hare known. For, 
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or can, nor will declare, 
work, sad what my studies there." 



What serious nourishment Burke was layiug in for his 
understanding, wc cannot learn from any other source. 
He describes liimscif as spending three hours almost every 
day in the public library. " The best way in the world," 
he adds oddly enough, " of killing thought." I hare 
I some history, he says, and among other pieces of 

I history, " I am endeavouring to get a little into the ao- 
coonts of this, our own poor country" — a pathetic ex- 

I pression, which represents Burke's perpetual mood, as long 
i he lived, of affectionate pity for his native land. Of 

I the eminent Irishmen whose names adorn the anuals of 

' Trinity College in the eighteenth century, Burke was only 
contemporary at the University with one, the luckless 
sizar who in the fulness of time wrote the Vicar of Wake- 
field. There is no evidence that at this time he and Gold- 
amith were acquainted with one another. Flood had gone 
to Oxford some time before. The one or two companions 
whom Burke mentions in his letters are only shadows of 
names. The mighty Swift died in 1746, but there ia 
nothing of Bnrke's upon the event la the same year 
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cfiine tlie PretendeT's invasion, and Borkc spoke of tfao 
who had taken part id it in the same ^oerons spii 

that he always eliowed to the partisans of lost histoi 
cnQses. 

Of his own family Barke says littlo, save that in 1746 
hLi mother had a dangerous illaess. In u!l niy life, Iw 
writes to his friend, 1 never found so heavy a grief, 
really did I well know what it was before. Borke's fatlur 
is smd to have been a man of angry and irritable tempca^ 
and their disagreements were frequent This nnh^pj^ 
cii'cumatance made the time for parting not unwelcome. 
Ill 1747 Burke's name had been entered at the Middle 
Temple, and after taking his degree, ho prepared to go 
to England to pursue the ordinary course of a lawyer'^ 
studies. He arrived in London in the early put a# 
1750. 

A period of nine years followed, in which the 
stances of Burke's life are enveloped in nearly complete- 
obscurity. He seems to have kept his terms in the rega- 
lar way at the Temple, and from the mastery of legal prin'- 
ciples and methods which he aftei'wards sliowed in some 
important transactions, we might infer that he did mora 
to qualify himself for practice than merely dine in tbe 
hall of his Inn. For law, alike as a profession and an in- 
Btrataent of mental discipline, he had always the profound 
respect tlat it bo amply deserves, though he saw that it 
was not without drawbacks of ite own. The law, be 
Ktid, in his fine description of George Grenvilie, in words 
that all who think about schemes of education ought to 
ponder, " is, in my opinion, one of the first and noblest 
of human sciences; a science vthick does more lo qvkktm 
and inviijorate the understanding than all Ike other iiftdt 
itf teaming put together ; but it is not apt, except 
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KpcreoiiB very happily bom, to open aad to liberalize the 

1 xaiod exactly in the same proportion.'" Burke was 

never called to tbe bar, and the circumstance tbiit, about 

Ihe time when be ought to bare beeD Jookiug for hia 

Sfet guinea, be publighcd a eotiple of books which bad 

» little ae possible to do with either law or equity, is a 
tolerably sure sign tbat he bad followed tbe same desul- 
tory courses Ht tbe Temple as he had followed at Trinity 
College- We have only to toll over again a very old 
■tory. Tbe vague attractions of literature prevailed over 
the duty of taking up a serious profeseioa. His father, 
vho had set bis heart ou baviug a son in the rank of a 
l)arrister, was first auspicious, then extremely indignant, 
«jid at last he withdrew his son's allowance, or else re- 
duced it so iow that tbe recipient could not possibly live 
upon it. This catastrophe took place some time in 1756 

-a year of note in the history of literatuic, as the date 

f the publication of Johnson's Dictionary. It was upon 
literature, the most seductive, the most deceiving, the most 
^Dgerous of professions, that Burke, hkc so many hun- 
dreds of smaller men before and since, now threw himself 
for a livelihood. 

Of the details of tbe struggle we tnovr very little, 
Burke was not fond in after-life of talking about his eei- 
ii«T days, not because he bad any false shame about the 
Mraitfi and hard shifts of youthful neediness, but because 

e was endowed with a certain inborn stateliness of nature, 
which made him unwilling to waste thoughts on tbe less 
dignified parts of life. This is no unqualified virtae, and 
Burke might have escaped some wearisome frets and em- 
liariaasmcnts in his existence, if ho had been capable of 
letting tbe detail of the day lie more heavily upon him. 
' Amfriam Taxation. 
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So far as it goes, however, it is a sign of mental kealtli 

that a man should be able to cast behiDd him tlie barrea 
memories of bye-gone squalor. We may be sure that 
whatever were the external ordeals of his apprenticeship 
in the slippery craft of the literary adventurer, Burke nev- 
er failed in keeping for his constant companions geuerona 
ambitions and high thoughts. He appears to have fre- 
quented the debating clubs in Fleet Street and the Piazza 
of Covent Garden, and be sbowed the common taste of 
his time for the theatre. Ho was much of a wanderer, 
partly from tho natural desire of restless youth to see the 
world, and partly because his health was weak. In after- 
life he was a man of great strength, capable not only of 
bearing the strain of prolonged application to books and 
papers in the solitude of his library, but of bearing it at 
the same time with the distracting combination of active 
business among men. At the date of which we are speak- 
ing, he used to seek a milder air at Bristol, or in Moil' 
mouthshtre, or Wiltshire. He passed the summer in re- 
tired country villages, reading and writing with desultory 
industry, in company with William Burke, a namesake bot 
perhaps no kinsman. It would be interesting to know 
the plan and scope of his studies. We are practically re- 
duced to conjecture. In a letter of counsel to his sou in 
after-years, he gave him a weighty piece of advice, which 
is pretty plainly the key to the reality and fruitfulness of 
his own knowledge. "Reading,^' he said, " atid much 
reading is good. But the power of diversifying the matter 
infaiitely in your own mind, and of applying it to every 
occasion thai arises, ii far belter; so don't suppress the vi- 
vida vis." We have no more of Boi'ke'a doings than ob- 
scure and tantalizing glimpses, tantalizing, because he was 
then at the age when character usually either fritters it-sclf 
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away, or grows strong on the inward anatenance of solid 
and resolute aspirations. Writing from Battcrsca to bis 
old comrade, Shacbleton, in 175T, be begins with an apol- 
ogy foT a long silence which seems to have continued from 
months to years. " I have broken all rules ; I have neg- 
lected all decorums; everything except that I have never 
forgot a friend, whose good head and heart have made me 
esteem and love him. What appearance there may have 
been '>f neglect, arises from my manner of life ; chequered 
with various designs ; sometimes in London, sometimes in 
remote parte of the country ; sometimes in France, and 
ahortly, please God, to be in America." 

One of the hundred inscrutable rumours that hovered 
about Burke's name was, that he at one time actually did 
visit America. This was just as antrue as that he became 
a convert to the Catholic faith ; or that he was the lover 
of Peg Woffington ; or that be contested Adam Smith's 
chair of moral philosophy at Glasgow along with Hume, 
and that both Burke and Hnmo were rejected in favour 
of some fortunate Mr. James Clow. They arc all alike 
unfounded. But the same letter informs Shackleton of 
a circumstance more real and more important than any 
of these, though its details are only doubtfully known. 
Burke had married — when and where, we cannot toll. 
Probably the marriage took place in the winter of 1766. 
His wife was the daughter of Dr. Nugent, an Irish physi- 
cian once settled at Bath. One story is that Burke con- 
sulted him in one of his visits to the west of England, Hud 
fell in love with his daughter. Another version makes 
Burke consult him after Dr. Nugent had removed to Lon- 
don i and tells bow the kindly physician, considering that 
the noise and bustle of chambers over a shop must hinder 
his patient's recovery, offered him rooms in his own house. 
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HoiWTer these things may have been, &1I the eridesoe 
kIiows Burke to have been fortunate in the choice or aeei- 
dent Uiat bestowed upon hin bis wife. Mrs. Bnrke, like 
her father, wss, up to the time of her marriage, a Cathotio. 
Good judges belong^ing to her own sex describe her m 
gentle, fjuiet, soft in hor raanoera, and well-bred. She had 
the qualitisB which bo«t fitted and disposed her to sooUie 
the vehemence and irritability of her companion. Though 
she afterwards conformed to the religion of her husband, 
it was no insignificant coincidence that in two of the dear- 
est relationB of bis life the atmosphere of Catholicism was 
thus poured round the great preacher of the cmwde 
against the Revolution. 

About the time of bis marriHgc, Burke made his first 
appearanoe as an author. It was in 1756 that he pub- 
lished A Vindication of Natural Society, and the more 
important essay, A Philosophieal Inquiry into the Origin 
of our Ideal on the Sublime and Beautiful. The latter of 
them bad certainly been written a long time before, and 
there is even a traditional legend that Burke wrote it when 
he was only nineteen years old. Both of these perform- 
anoes have in differont degrees a historic meaning, but 
neither of them would have survived to our own day un- 
less they had been associated with a name of power. Jt 
few words will suffice to do justice to them here. And 
first as to the Vindication of Natural Society. Its alterna- 
tive title was, A View of the Muerin and Evils arising to 
Man/dndfrom every Species of Civil Society, ia a Letter 

to Lord ,by a late Noble Writer. Bolingbrofee had 

died in 1751, and in 1754 his philosophical works were 
posthumously given to the world by David Mallet, Dr. 
Johnson's beggariy Scotchman, to whom Bolinghroke had 
left balf'A^rown in his will, fur firing off a bluuderbuw 
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wbioh he waa afraid to fire ofi himself. Tlie world of let- 
tare had been keenly excited about lioliDgbroke. Uia busy 
and chequered career, his friendsliip with the great nits of 
the previous geaeration, his splendid style, his bold opln- 
ioDB, made him a dazzling figure. This was the late ffoble 
Writer nhoae opinions Burke intended to ridicule, by re- 
docing them to an absurdity in an exa^eration of Boling- 
broke'e own manner. As it happened, the public did not 
readily perceive either the exaggeration in the manner, or 
the satire in the matter. Excellent judges of style made 
sore that the writing was really Bolingbroke's, and serious 
flriticB of philosophy never doubted that the writer, who- 
ever he was, meant all that he said. We can hardly 
Iielp t^'eeiug with Godwin, when he says that in Bnrkc'a 
tieatiso the evils of existing political institutions, whii:h 
htd. been described by Locke, are set forth more at large, 
with incomparable force of reasoning and lustre of elo- 
qnence, though the declared intention of the writer was to 
-show that such evils ought to be considered merely trivial. 
Years afterwards, Boswell asked Johnson whether an im- 
prudent publication by a certain friend of his at an early 
period of hia life, would he likely to hurt htm 3 "No, 
air," replied the sage; "not much; it might perhaps be 
mentioned at an election." It Is significant that in 1TQ5, 
when Burke saw his chance of a seat in Parliament, he 
thought it worth while to print a second edition of his 
Vindication, with a preface to assure his readers that the 
design of it was ironical. It has been remarked aa a very 
eairaordinary circumstauce that an author who had the 
greatest fame of any man of his day as the master of a 
■uperb style, for this was indeed Bolingbroke's position, 
should have been imitated to such perfection by a mere 
novice, that accomplished critics like Chesterflelil and War- 
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burton shonld liave mistaken the copy for a first-rate ori^ 
inal. It is, however, to be remembered that the very bold- 
ness and sweeping rapidity of Bolingbroke's prose render- 
ed it more fit for imitation, than if its merits had been 

those of delicacy or subtlety ; and we mnst remember that 
the imitator was no pygmy, hut himself one of the giants. 
What is certain ia that the study of Boliogbroke which 
preceded this excellent imitation left a permanent mark, 
and traces of Bolingbroke were never effaced from the 
style of Burke. 

The point of the Vindication is simple enough. It ia 
to show that the same instruments which Bolingbroke had 
employed in favour of natural against revealed religion, 
could bo employed with equal succees in favour of n&tural 
as against, what Burke calls, artificial society. " Show 
me," crioB the writer, " an absurdity in religion, and I will 
undertako to show you a hundred for one in political laws 
and institutions. ... If , after all, you should confess all 
these things yet plead the necessity of political institutions, 
weak and wicked aa they are, I can argue with equal, per^ 
baps superior force, concerning the necessity of artificial re- 
ligion ; and every step yon advance in your argument, you 
add a strength to mitie. So that, if we are resolved to sub- 
mit our reason and our liberty to civil usurpation, we have 
nothing to do but to conform as quietly as we can to the 
vulgar notions which arc connected with this, and take up 
the theology of the vulgar as well as their politics. But 
if we think this necessity rather imaginary than real, we 
should renounce their dreams of society, together with 
their visions of religion, and vindicate ourselves into per- 
fect liberty," 

The most interesting fact about this spirited perform- 
ance is, that it is a satirical literary handling of the great 
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proposition whii^li Burke enforced, with all the thunder 
and larid eSalgence of his most passiooate rhetoric, five- 
and-thirty years later. This propoBititin is that the world 
wonld fall into ruin, " if the practice of all moral duties, 
and the foundations of society, rested upon having their 
reasons made clear and demonstrative to every individual." 
The satire ie intended for an illustration of what with 
Burke was the cardinal truth for men, namely, that if you 
enconrage every individual to let the im^nation loose 
upon all subjects, without any restraint from a sense of 
Itis own weakncsB, and bis subordinate rank in the long 
scheme of things, then there is nothing of all that the 
opinion of ages has a^^recd to regard as excellent and ven- 
erable, which wonld not be exposed to deatmction at the 
Lands of rationalistic criticism. This was Burke's most 
fundamental and unswerving conviction from the first 
piece that he wrote down to the last, and down to the last 
hoar of his existence. 

It is a coincidence worth noticing that only two years 
before the appearance of the Vindication, Rousseau had 
published the second of the two memorable Discourses in 
which ho insisted with serious eloquence on that which 
Burke treats as a triumph of irony. Qo believed, and 
many thousands of Frenchmen came to a speculative ^ree- 
ment with him, that artificial society had marked a de- 
cline in the felicity of man, and there are passages in the 
Discourse in which he demonstrates this, that are easily 
interchangeable with passages in the Vindication. Who 
would undertake to tell us from internal evidence whether 
the following page, with its sombre glow, is an extract 
Burke, or an extract from the book which Rousseaa 
Iwgins by the sentence that man is bom free, yet is he 
everywhere in chains ! 
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Thsre are In Qreat Brit^ npwkttla of > hundred ihaoaand pt^U 
eiDplojed \a lead, tin, iron, dopper, and eoa1 mmes : these unhappy 
wretcbos BC&rce ever sec the light of the nun ; they are buried in tba 
boifeb of tbc earth ; there thej work at a severe and dismal task, 
«ith(nl tite Inst prospect of bcdng delirered from it; Ihey submat 
upon the coarsest and woiHt sort of fare ; their hate their health 
miaerablj impaired, and their liToa ent short, h; bemg perpetuallj 
<niiflned in the cloae vapour of these malignant miDerala. A hundred 
thousand more at least are tortured vitljout remission by the suiEo- 
eating smoke, intense Hres, and constant drudgerr, necessnrj in refin- 
ing and managing the products of those mines. If an; man inform- 
gd m that (no hundred thousand innocent persons vere condemned 
to ao imloterable slavery, how should we pity the unhappy tufferers, 
and how great would be our just indignation against tbosa w^ in- 
flicted ao cruel and ignominious a puoishmenC '. . .. But tliis number, 
considerable as it is, and the slavery, with all its baseness and hor- 
ror, wluch we have at home, is nothing to what the rest of the world 
affords of the same natnre. MillioDS daily bathed in the poiaonous 
damps and destructive effluvia of (ead, silver, copper, and arsenie, u> 
taij nothing of those other employments, those stations of wretched- 
ness and contempt, in which civil society has placed the nnmeraug 
enfant periha of hur army. Would any rational man submit to one 
of the moat tolerable of these drudgeries, for all the artificial enjoy- 
iDents wLich policy baa made to result from them ? . . . Indeed, the 
bEndneSB of one part of mankind co-operating with the freo^ and 
villany of the other, has been the real builder of ^is respeotable 
fabric of political society ; and aa the blindness of mankind has 
caused their slavery, io return their state of slavery ia made a pre- 
tence for coDtinuing them in a state of blindness ; for the politician 
will tell jou gravely, that their lite of servitude disqualifies the 
greater part of the race of man for a search of truth, and supplies 
them with no other than mean and insufficient ideas. This is bat 
too true ; and tiiis is one of the reasons for which 1 blame such ic- 



Fcom the very beginning, therefore, Burke was drawn 
to the deepest of all the currents in the thought of tlio 
eighteenth century, Johnson and Goldsmith continued 
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the trnditions of social and polit« literature which lind bci?ii 
estaiblislted by the Queen Anne mi^n. ^\'arbaitcin and a 
whole host of spologists carried on the battle against de- 
i»a and iuddelity. Hume, after furnishing the arsenal of 
scepticism with a new array of deadlier ei^ncs and mure 
abundant smmunitioD, had betaken bimself placidly to the 
eotaposition of history. What is remarkable iu Buihe'a 
first performance is his diBcemincnt of tbe important fact, 
that behind the iiiteilcctnal disturbances id the sphere of 
philosophy, and the noisier agitations in the sphere of the- 
oli^y, there silently Bt^lked a force that might shake the 
whole fabric of civil society itaelf. In Franoc, as all stu- 
dents of its speculative history are agreed, there came a 
time ill the eighteenth century when theological contro- 
versy was turned into political controve^y. Innovators 
left the question about the truth of Christianity, and bus- 
ied themselves with questtoos about the ends and means 
of goyemments. The appearance of Burke's Vindieatinn 
of Natural Soeielt/ coincides in time with the beginning 
of this important transform alio n. Burke foresaw from 
the first what, if rationalism were allowed to run an anint- 
peded course, would he the really great business of the sec- 
ond half of hifi century. 

If in his first book Burke showed how alive he was to 
the profound movement of the time, in the second he dealt 
with one of the moat serious of its more superficial inter- 
eats. The essay on the Sublime and Beautiful fell in with 
a set of topics, on which the curiosity of the butter minda 
of the age, alike in France, England, and Germany, waa 
fully atirred. Iu England the essay has been ordinarily 
alij^ted ; it has perhaps been overshadowed by its author'* 
fame in weightier matters. The nearest approach to a full 
and serious treatment of its main positions is to be foand 
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in Dngald Stewart's lectares. The great rbetorical art-critio 
of our own day refers to it in words of disparagement, and 
in tmtb it has none of the fliimraery of modem criticism. 
It is a piece of hard thiDking, and it bas the diatiactioD 
of having interested and stimulated Lessing, the author of 
Zaokoon (1766), by far the most definitely valuable of all 
the contributions to [esthetic thought in an age which 
was not poor in them. Lessing was so struck with the 
Inquiry that he set abont a translation of it, and the cor- 
respondence between him and Moaca Mendelssohn on the 
questions which Burke had raised, contains the germs of 
the doctrine as to poetry and painting which Laokoon af- 
terwards made so famous. Its influence on Lessing and on 
Kant was such as to justify the German historian of the 
literature of the century in bestowing on it the coveted 
epithet of epoch-making. 

The book is full of crudities. We fee! the worse aide 
of the eighteenth century when Burke tells ua that a thirst 
for Variety in architecture is sure to leave very little true 
taste ; or that an air of robastnesB and strength is very 
prejudicial to beauty ; or that sad fuscous colours are in- 
dispensable for sublimity. Many of the sections, again, 
are little more than expanded definitions from the diction- 
ary. Any tiro may now be shocked at such a proposition 
as that beauty acts by relaxing the solids of the whole sys- 
tem. But at least one signal merit remains to the Inquiry. 
It waa a vigorous enlargement of the principle, which Ad- 
dison had not long before timidly illustrated, that critics 
of art seek its principles in the wrong place, so long aa 
they limit their search to poems, pictures, engravings, stat- 
ues, and buildings, instead of first arranging the aentiment* 
and faculties in man to which art makes its appeal. Ad- 
dison's treatment was alight, and merely literary ; Buriu 
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dealt boldly with his subject on the base of the most sci- 
entific psychology that was then within his reach. To ap- 
proach it on the psychological side at all, was to make a 
distinct and remarkable advance in the method of the in- 
qniiy which he had taken in hand. 



BiTRKE was thirty years old before he approached even the 
threshold of the arena in which he was deatined to be so 
great a figure. He had made a mark in Iit«ratare, and it 
was to literature rather than to public aSairs that his am- 
bition turned. He bad naturally become acquainted with 
the brother authors who haunted the coffee-houses in Fleet 
Street ; and Burke, along with his father-in-law. Dr. Nu- 
gent, was one of the first members of the immortal club 
where Johnson did conTersational battle with all comers. 
We shall, in a later chapter, have something to say on 
Burke's friendships with the followers of bis first profea- 
aioD, and on the active sympathy with whieh he helped 
those who were struggling into authorship. Meanwhile, 
the fragments that remain of his own attempts in this 
direction are no considerable contributions. His Minis 
for an Eesay on the Drama are jejune and infertile, when 
compared with the vigorous and original thought of Dide- 
rot and Lessing at about the same period. He wrote an 
Aeconnt of the European Settlements in America. His 
Abridgment of the History of England cornea down no 
further than to the reign of John. A much more impor- 
tant undertaking than his history of the past, was his de- 
sign for a yearly chronicle of the present The Annual 
Register began to appear in 1759. Dodsley, the bookseller 
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probably born of the circumstances of tlui boor, for this 
was t!ie climax of the Sescn Years' War. Tbo clang of 
arms was lieard in every qnartcr of the globe, and in Eaat 
and West new lands were being brought under tlie domin- 
ion of Great Britain, 

In this exciting crisis of national affairs, Burke began to 
be acquainted with public men. In 1759 he was intra- 
daced, probably by Lord Chariemont, to William Gerard 
Haraiiton, who only survives in our menioiics by his nick- 
name of Single -speech. As a matter of fact, he made 
many speeches in Parliament, and some good ones, but 
none so good as the firet, delivered ia a debate in ITBB, in 
which Pitt, Fos, Grenville, and Murray all took part, and 
were all outshone by the new luminary. But the now 
luminary never shone again with its first briilianco. He 
sought Burke out on the strength of the success of the 
Viradicalion of I^alural Soctetif, and he seems to have had 
a taste for good company, Horace "Walpole deacrihea a 
dinner at his house in the summer of 1 761 . " There wore 
Garrick," he says, " and a young Mr. Burke, who wrote a 
book in the style of Lord Bolingbroke, that is much ad- 
mired. He is a sensible man, but has not worn off hie 
antlioriam yet, and thinks there is nothing so charming as 
writers, and to be one. He will know better one of these 
days." The prophecy came true in time, but it was Burke's 
passion for anthorism that eventually led to a rupture with 
his first patron. Hamilton was a man of ability, but self- 
irii and unreasonable. Dr. Leland afterwards described 
him compendiously as a sullen, vain, proud, selfish, canker- 
hearted, envious reptile. 
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In 1T61 Hamilton went to Iretaad as secretary to Lord 
Halifax, and Burke accompanied him in aome indefinitQ 
capacity. " The absenteeism of her men of genioB," an 
eminent historian has said, " was a worse wrong to Ireland 
than the absenteeism of her landlords. If Edmund Burke 
had remained in the conntrr where Providence had placed 
him, he might have changed the current of its history.'" 
It h at least to be said that Burke was never so absorbed 
in other affairs, aa to forget the peculiar interests of his 
native land. We have his own word, and his career does 
not belie it, that in the elation with which he was filled on 
being elected a member of Parliament, what was first and 
uppermost in hia thoughts was the hope of being some- 
what useful to the place of his birth and education ; and 
to the last he had in it "a dearuess of instinct more than 
he could justify to reason." In fact the affairs of Ireland 
bad a moat important part in Burke's life at one or two 
critical momenta, and tbia is as convenient a place as we 
are likely to find for dcacribing in a few words what wore 
the issues. The brief space can hardly be grudged in 
account of a great political writer, for Ireland has fur- 
nished the chief ordeal, teat, and standard of English 
statesmen. 

Ireknd in the middle of the eighteenth century was to 
England just what the American colonies would have been, 
if they had contained, besides the European settlers, more 
than twice their number of unenalaved negroes. After the 
Buppreaaion of the great rebellion of Tyrcoanel by William 
of Orange, nearly the whole of the land was confiscated, 
the peasants were made beggars and outlaws, the Penal 
Laws agjunst the Catholics were enacted and enforced, a 
the grand reign of Protestant Ascendancy began in all its 
Kroude'a Iitland, a, 214. 
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Tileness aod completeness. The Frotestanta and landlords 
were Bupreme ; the peasants and the Catholics were pros- 
trate in despair. The Revolution brought about in Ireland 
jnst the reverse of what it effected iu England. Here it 
delivered the body of the nation from the attempted 
sapremacf of a small sect. Tliere it made a small sect 
supreme over the body of the nation. " It was, to say the 
truth," Burke wrote, " not a revolution but a conquest," 
and the policy of conquest was treated as the just and 
normal system of governraeat. The last conquest of Eng- 
Iftud was in the eleventh century. The last conquest of 
Ireland was at the very end of the seventeenth. 

Sisty years after these events, when Burke revisited Ire- 
land, some importaat changes bad taken place. The Eng- 
lish settlers of the beginning of the century had formed 
sn Irish interest. They had become Anglo-Irish, just as 
the colonists still further west had formed a colonial inter- 
est and become Anglo-American. The same conduct on the 
part of the mother country promoted the growth of these 
hostile interests in both cases. The commercial policy 
pursued by England towards America was identical with 
that pursued towards Ireland. The industry of the Anglo- 
Irish traders was restricted, their commerce and even their 
production fettered, their prosperity checked, for the bene- 
fit of the merchants of Manchester and Bristol. Crescit 
Jtoma Albie ruinis. "The bulk of the people," said Stone, 
the Primate, " are not regularly either lodged, clothed, or 
fed; and those things which in England are called neces- 
saries of life, are to us only accidents, and we can, and in 
many places do, subsist without them." On the other 
hand, the peasantry had gradually taken heart to resent 
their spoliation and attempted extirpation, and in 1761 
their misery under the exactions of landlords and a church 



which tried to spread Christianity by ike brotheriy agency 
of the tithe-proctor, gave birth to Wiitwbojjsm — a terrible 
spectre, which, under various eames and with various mod- 
ifications, hsA ridden Ireland down to our own time. 

Burke saw the Protestunt traders of the dependenry the 
victims of the colouial and commercial system ; the Catho 
lie Und-owners legally dispossessed by the operation of the 
penal laws; the Catholic peasantry deeply penetrated with 
an insurgent and vindictive spirit; and the imperial gov 
eminent standing very much aloof, and leaving the coun- 
try to the tender mercies of the Undertakers and some 
Protestant churchmen. The Anglo-Irish were bitterly dis- 
contented with the mother coantry ; and the Catholic na- 
tive Irish were regarded by their Protestant oppressors 
with exactly that combination of intense contempt and 
loathing, and intense rage and terror, which their American 
counterpart would have divided between the Negro and 
the Red Indian. To the Anglo-Irish the native peasant 
was as odious as the first, and as terrible as the second. 
Even at the close of the century Burke could declare that 
the various descriptions of the people were kept as mueb 
apart, as if they were not only separate nations, hut sep- 
arate species. There were thousands, he says, who had 
never talked to a Roman Catholic in their whole lives, nn 
less they happened to talk to a gnrdener's workman, or 
some other labourer of the second or third order, while a 
httle time before this they were so averse to have thwn 
near their persons, that they would not employ even tbose 
who could never find tbeir way beyond the stables. Ches- 
terfield, a thoroughly impartial and just observer, said in 
1T64 that the poor people in Ireland were used worse than 
negroes by their masters and the middlemen. We should 
never forget that in the transactions with the English gov- 
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F enuaent during the eigbteeatli centoiy, the people con- 
cemed were not the Irish, but the Ao^ia-Iriah, the colonista 
ot 1691. They were an aristocracy, as Adam Smith said 
I uf them, Hot founded in the natural and rcepoetahle dis- 
I linctioDs of birth and fortune, hut in the most odious of 
{ all distinctions, those of religious and political prejudices 
I — disttnctiona wliicb, more than any other, animate Iwth 
I the inaolencD of the oppressors, and the hatred and indig- 
I nation of the oppressed. 

The directions in which Irish improvement would move, 

'wtK clear from tbe middle of the century to men with 

amch less foresight than Burke hod. The removal of all 

commercial restrictions, tither by Independence or Union, 

e hand; and the gradnal emancipation of the 

Catholics, on the other; were the two processes to which 

every consideration of good government manifestly point- 

The first proved a much shorter and simpler proeesB 

I than the second. To the first the only obstacle was the 

L hlindoesB and scIH^ness of the £ngiish merchants. The 

» •eeond had to overcome the virulent opposition of the ty- 

I isnnical Protestant faction in Ireland, and t!ie disgrace- 

I fnl hut deep-rooted antipathies of the English nation. 

The history of the relation between the mother country 

and her dependency during Burke's life, may be charac- 

terieed as a commercial and l^slative straggle between 

mperial government and the Anglo-Irish interest, in 

vhich Bach side for its own convenience, as the turn served, 

drew support from the Catholic majority. 

A Whiteboy outbreak, attended by tlie usual circum- 
atances of disorder and violence, toot place while Burke 

IT was in Ireland. It auitjid the interests of faction to repre- 

[^^H Bent these commotions as the symptoms of a deliberate 
^^^B ,sAeUion. The malcontents were represented as carrying 
^H C a* 
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on treasonable correBpondcnce, eomctimes with Spain and 

sometimes with France ; tliey were accused of receiving 
money and arms from their foreign gympathizera, and of 
aiming at throwing o& the Engibb rnle. Burke says that 
be had means and the desire of informing himself to the 
bottom upon the matter, and he came strongly to tbe con- 
dnsion that this was not a true view of what had happen- 
ed. What had happened was due, ho thought, to no plot, 
but to superficial and fortuitous circumstances. He con- 
sequently did not shrink from describing it as criminat, 
that the king's Catholic subjecta in Ireland should have 
been subjected, oa no good grounds, to harassing persecu- 
tion, and that numbers of them should have been mined 
in fortune, imprisoned, tried, and capitJilly executed for a 
rebellion which was no rebellion at all. The episode u 
only important as illustrating the strong and manly tem- 
per in which Burke, unlike too many of his countrymen 
with fortunes to make by English favour, uniformly con- 
sidered the ci re am stances of his country. It was not un- 
til a later time that he had an opportunity of acting con- 
spicuously on her behalf, but whatever influence he came 
to acquire with bis party was unflinchingly used against 
the cruelty of Englbh prejudice. 

Burke appears to have remained in Ireland for two years 
(1761-3). In 1783 Hamilton, who had found him an 
invaluable auxiliary, procured for him, principally with 
the aid of the Primate Stone, a pension of three hundred 
pounds a year from the Irish Treasury. In thanking him 
for this service, Burke proceeded to bargain that the obli- 
gation should not bind him to give to his patron the whole 
of his time. He insisted on being left with a discreet Hb- 
erty to continue a little work which he had as a rent- 
charge upon his thoughts. Whatever advantages he had 
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■cqaired, ho snys, had been due to litemry reputation, nnd 
he could only hope for a continuance of Buob advnntagcs 

1 condition of doing something to keep the same reputa- 
tion alive. What this literary design was ne do not know 
ffith certainty. It is believed to have been a history of 
England, of nhich, as I have eaid, a fragment remains. 
Whatever the work may have been, it was an offence to 
Hamilton, With an irrational etubbornneas that may well 
astound ns when we think of the noble genius that be thus 
viahed to confine to paltry personal duties, he persisted 
that Burke should bind himself to his service for life, and 
to the exclusion of other interests. "To circumscribe my 
hopes," cried Burke, " to give up even the possibility of 
liberty, to annihilate myself for everl" He threw up the 
pension, which he had held for two years, and declined all 
further connesion with Hamilton, whom be roundly de- 
scribed as an infamous scoundrel. " Six of the best years 
of my life he took mo from every pursuit of my literary 
reputation, or of improvement of my fortune. ... In all 
this time you may easily conceive how much I felt at see- 
ing myself left behind by almost all of my contemporaries. 
There never was a season more favourable for any man 
who chose to enter into the career of public life ; and I 
think I am not guilty of ostentation in supposing my own 
moral character, and my industry, my friends and con- 
neiions, when Mr. Hamilton first sought my acquaintance, 
were not at all inferior to those of several whose fortune 
is at this day upon a very diScrent footing from mine." 

It was not long before a more impoilant opening offered 
itself, which speedily brought Burke into the main stream 
of public life. In the summer of 1765 a change of min- 
istry took place. It was the third since the king's acces- 
Mon five years ago. First, Pitt had been di^raced, and 
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the old Duke of K«weB&(le dismiieed. Then But« cuna 
into power, but Bate (gnaited before tbe storm of colamny 
and hate which hia Scoteh natiottiility, and the supposed 
source of hia power over the king, bad raised in every 
town in England. After Lord Bate, George Grenville 
nndertook the Govcrument. Before he had been many 
months in office, he had sown the seoda of war in the c(J- 
onieB, veoricd parHament, and di8g;uBt«d the king. In 
Jnue, 1765, Grenville was dismissed. With profound re- 
luctance the king had no otiier choice than to summon 
Lord Rockingham, and Lord Rockingham, in a happy mo- 
ment for himself and his party, vas induced to offer Burke 
a post as his private secretary. A govemment by country 
gentlemen is too apt to be a govemracnt of ignorance, 
and Lord Gockingliara was without either esperience or 
knowledge. He felt, or friends felt for him, the advantage 
of having at hia side a man who was chiefly known as an 
author in the aerrice of Dodaley, and as having conduced 
the Annual Segiiler with gi'eat ability, but who even then 
was widely spoken of as nothing less than an encyciopedift 
of political knowledge. 

It is commonly believed that Burke was commended to 
Lord Rockingham by William Fiteherbert. FitBherbert 
was President of the Board of Trade in the new govern- 
ment, but he ia more likely to be remembered as Dr. J»hn- 
eou'b famous example of the truth of the observation, that 
a man will pkase more upon the whole by negative quali- 
ties than by positive, because be was the most acceptable 
man in London, and yet overpowered nobody by the Bupe- 
liority of his talents, made no man think worse of himself 
by being his rival, seemed always to listen, did not oblige 
you to hear mocb from him, and did not oppose what 
jou said. Besides Fitzherhert's inSuence, we have it on 
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n nntbority that hi» promotion wa» partly dtis 
t myoterious person, William Burke, who was at the 
t time appointed an nDder-seci'ctary of ftate. Tfarre 
t have been unpleasanl rumours afioat as lo the Burke 
connexion, and we sLall presently consider what they were 
worth. Mennwhile, it is enough to gay that the old Duko 
of Newcastle hurried to the new pFeTnii*r. and told him 
the appoiotmeut would nerer do ; that the new secretary 
was not only an Irish adventurer, which was true, but that 
be waa an Irish papist, which was not true ; thnt he waa 
a Jesuit, that he was a spy from Saint Omer's, and that 
tus real name waa O'Bourke. Lord Rockingham behaved 
hke a maa of sense and honour, sent for Burke, and re- 
peated to him what he had heard. Burke warmly de- 
nonnced the trutblossness of the Duke's tattle : he insisted 
that the reports which his chief had heard would prob- 
ably, e^en unknown to himself, create in his mind such 
suspicions as would stand in the way of a thorough con- 
fidesee. No earthly consideration, he said, should induce 
him to continue in relations with a man whose trust in 
him waa not entire ; and he pressed his resignation. To 
this Lord Hockiagbam would not consent, and from that 
time until his death, seventeen years afterwards, the rela- 
tioas between them were those of loyal and honourable 
■emce on the one hand, and generous and appreciative 
friendship on the other. Six-and-twenty years afterwards 
^1791) Burke remembered the month in which he had 
first become connected with a man whose memory, be said, 
Tiill ever be precious to Englishmen of all parties, as long 
as the ideas of honour and virtue, public and private, are 
BBderstood and cherished in this nation. 

Tile Rockingham ministry remained in office for a year 
and twenty days (17&5-6). About the middle of this 
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term (Deo. 28, 1765), Burltc was returned to Parliament 
for the borough of Wendover, by the influence of Lord 
Verney, who owned it, and who also returned WiHiam 
Burke for another borough. Lord Vcmey was an Irfab 
peer, with large property in Buckinghamshire ; he now 
represented that county in Parliament. It was Wilham 
Burke's influence with Lord Vemey that procured for bis 
namesake the scat at Wendover. Burke made his first 
speech in the House of Commons a few days after the 
opening of the session of 17fl6 {Jan. 27), and was honour- 
ed by a compliment from Pitt, still the Great Commoner. 
A week later he spoke again on the some momentous 
theme, the complaints of the American colonists, and his 
euccess was so marked that good judges predicted, in the 
stiff phraseology of the time, that he would soon add the 
palm of the orator to the laurel of the writer and the phi- 
losopher. The friendly Dr. Johnson wrote to Langton, 
that Burke had gained more reputation than any man at 
his first appearance had ever gained before. The session 
was a great triumph to the new member, hnt it brought 
neither strength nor popularity to the administration. At 
the end of it, the king dismissed them, and the Chatham 
government was formed ; that strange combination which 
has been made famous by Burke's description of it, as a 
piece of joinery so crossly indented and wliimsically dove- 
tailed, such a piece of diversified mosaic, such a tesseiated 
pavement without cement, that it was indeed a very cari- 
ous show, but utterly unsafe to touch and unsure to stand 
npon. There was no obvious reason why Burke should 
not have joined the new ministry. The change was at 
first one of persons, rather than of principles or of meas- 
ures. To put himself, as Burke afterwards said, out of 
the way of the negotiations which were then being carried 
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a very eagerly and throagh many channels with the Earl 
of Chatham, he went to Ireland very soon after the change 
of ministry. lie was free from party engagements, and 
more than this, he was free at the express desire of bis 
friends ; for on the very day of his return, the Marquis of 
Rockingham wished him to accept office under the new 
system, Burke " believes he might have had snch a aitu- 
stion, but he cheerfully took bis fate with his party." In 
a short time bo rendered bis party the first of a long eeriea 
I of splendid literary services by writing his Observations on 
the Present State of the Nation {l760). It was a reply 
to a pamphlet by George Grenville, in which the disap- 
pointed minister accused his successors of ruining the coun- 
try. Burke, in answering the charge, showed a grasp of 
commercial and fiscal details at least eqnal to that of Gren- 
ville himself, then considered the first man of bis time in 
dealing with the national trade and rcsourceB. To this 
easy mastery of the special facts of the discnssion, Burke 
added the far rarer art of lighting them up by broad prin- 
ciples, and placing himself and his readers at the highest 
and most effective point of view for commanding their 
general bearings. 

If Bnrke had been the Irish adventurer that his enemies 
described, he might well have seized with impatience the 
opening to office that the recent eshibition of his powers 
in the House of Commons bad now made accessible to 
him. There was not a man in Great Britain to whom the 
emoluments of office would have been more useful. It is 
one of the standing mysteries in literary biography, how 
Borke could think of entering Parliament without any 
means that anybody can now trace of earning a fitting 
livelihood. Yet at this time Burke, whom we saw not 
long ago writing for the booksellers, had become ^ueut 
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eBongh to ptty » yearly allowance to Barry, tke painter, 
in order to enable liim to study tlie pictures in the great 
Encopean g^leriee, and to make a prolonged residence at 
Boma A little Inter he took a etcp wLich makes the rid- 
dle still more difficult, and whicL lias given abundant eia> 
ployment to wits who are maximi in minimis, and think 
that every quostioa which they can ask, yet to which his- 
tory has thought it worth while to leave no answer, is 
aotnebow a triumph of their own learning and dialectic. 

la 1769 Burke purchased a house and lands known as 
Gr^ories, in the parishes of Feun and Beacooslield, in tha 
county of Bucks. It has often been asked, and natonlly 
enough, how a man who, hardly more than a few montha 
before, was still contented to earn an extra hundred pounds 
a year by writing for Dodsley, should now have launched 
out as the bayer of a line house and estate, which coat up- 
wards of twenty-two thousand pounds, which could not be 
kept up on less than two thousand five hundred a yeac,, 
and of which the returns did not amount to one-fifth of 
that sum. Whence did he procure the mouey, and what. 
is perhaps more difficult to answer, how came he first to 
entertain the idea of a design so ill-proportioned to any- 
thing that we can now discern in his means and prospects ? 
The common answer from Burke's enemies, and even from 
some neutral inquirers, gives to every lover of this great, 
man's high character an nnpleasant shock. It is alleged 
that he had plunged into furious gambling in East Indi& 
stock. The charge was current at the time, and it waa 
speedily revived when Burke's abandonment of hia party, 
after the French Revolution, exposed him to a thousand 
attacks of reckless and uncontrolled virulence. It has been, 
stirred by one or two pertinacious critics nearer our own 
time, and none of the biographers have dealt with tlie pei> 
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plezitlea of the matter as they ought to have done. No- 
body, indeed, has ever pretended to find one jot or tittle of 
direct evidence that £urke himaelf took a part in the gam- 
bKag in India or other stoeks. There is evidence that he 
was a holder of the stock, and no more. But what is nn- 
deniahle is that Richard Burke, his brother, William Bnrke, 
bis intimate if not bis kinsman, and Lord Vemey, liis po- 
Ltical patron, were all three at this time engaged tM;ether 
in unmeoae transactions io East Indti* stock; that in 1769 
the stock fell violently ; that thoy were nnable to pay their 
diSereDces ; aud that in the very year in which Edmund 
Burke bought Gregoriea, they were ntterly ruined, two of 
tbem beyond retrieval. Again it is clear that, after this, 
fiit^ard Burke was engaged in land-jobbing in the West 
Indies ; that bis daims were disputed by the Goveminent 
as questionable and dishonest ; and that he lost bis case. 
Edmund Burke was said, in the gossip of the day, to be 
deeply interested in land at Saint ViDcent'a. Bnt there is 
no evidence. What cannot be denied ia that an unpleagant 
taint of speculation and financial advent urership bung at 
one time about the whole connexion, and that the advent- 
ures invariably carao to an unlucky end. 

Whether Edmund Burke and William Biirke were rela- 
tions or not, and if so, in what degree they were relations, 
ndther of them ever knew; they believed that their fa- 
thers sometimes called one another cousIdb, and that was 
all that they had to say on the subject. But tbey were 
as intimate as brothers, and when William Burke went to 

Lmend his broken fortunes in India, Edmund Burke com- 
mended him to Philip Francis — then fighting bis deadly 
duel of five years with Warren Hastings at Calcutta — as 
one whom he had tenderiy loved, highly valued, and coor 
tinn&lly lived with in an union not to be expressed, quite 
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since their boyish years. " Looking back to the course of 
my life," he wrote in 1771, "I remember no one consid- 
erable benefit in the whole of it which I did not, mediate- 
ly or immediately, derive from William Burke." There i» 
nothing intrinsically incredible, therefore, considering this 
intimacy and the community of purse and borne which 
subsisted among the three Burkes, in the theory that when 
Edmund Burke bought hia property in Buckingham shire, 
he looked for help from the speculations of Richard and 
William. However this may have been, from thom no 
help came. Many years afterwarda (1J83), Lord Verney 
filed a bill in Chancery claiming from Edmund Burke a 
sum of 6000/., which he alleged that he had lent at the 
inBtigation of William Burke to assist in completing tha 
purchase of Beaconsfield. Burke's sworn answer denied 
all knowledge of the transaction, and the plaintifl! did not 
get the relief for which he had prayed. 

In a letter to Shackleton (May 1, 1768) Burke gave the 
following account of what he had done: — "I have made 
a push," he says, " with all I could collect of my own, and 
the aid of my friends, to cast a little root in this country. 
I have purchased a house, with an estate of about six hun- 
dred acres of land, in Buckinghamshire, twenty-four miles 
from London, It is a place exceedingly pleasant ; and I 
propose, God willing, to become a farmer in good earnest. 
You who are classical will not be displeawd to know that 
it was formerly the seat of Waller, the poet, whose hoase, 
or part of it, makes at present the farm-house within an 
hundred yards of me." The details of the actual purchase 
of Beaconsfield have been made tolerably clear. The price 
was twenty-two thousand pounds, more or less. Fourteen 
thousand were left on mortgage, which remained outstand- 
ing until the sale of the property by Mrs. Burke in 1812, 
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Garret Burke, the elder brother, had shortly before the 
purchase made Edmund his residuary legatee, and this be- 
quest is rather eoajecturally estimated at two thouaand 
poQiida. The balauce of six thousand was advanced by 
Lord Rockinghaiu on Burke's bond. 

The purchase after all waa the smallest pnrt of the mat- 
ter, and it still remains a puzzle not only how Burke was 
able to maintain so handsome an establishment, but how 
he could ever suppose it likely that he would be able to 
maintain it. He counted, no doubt, on making some sort 
of income by farming, but then he might well have known 
that an absorbed politician would hardly be able, as be 
called it, to turn farmer in good earnest. For a short time 
he received a salary of seven hundred pounds a year as 
agent for New York. Wo may perhaps take for granted 
that he made as much more out of his acres. He received 
something from Dodsley for hb work on the Annual Beg- 
itier down to 1V88. But when all these resonrces have 
been counted up, we cannot but see the gulf of a great 
yearly deficit The unhappy truth is that from the mid- 
dle of 1768, when we find hira applying to Garrick for 
the loan of a tbonsand pounds, down to 1794, when the 
king gave him a pension, Burke was never free from the 
harassing strain of debts and want of money. It has 
been stated with good show of authority, that his obliga- 
tions to Lord Rockingham amounted to not less than thir- 
ty thousand pounds. When that nobleman died (1782), 
with a generosity which is not the leas honourable to him 
for having been so richly earned by the faithful friend 
who was the object of it, he left instrnctiona to his execu- 
tors that all Burke's bonds should be destroyed. 

We may indeed wish from the bottom of our hearts 
that all this had been otherwise. But those who press it 
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as a reproach agauist Burke'* menory vomj \m justly r»- 
minded tlat wben I'itl died, after dmwing Uie pay of a 
minister for twent* years, hv Kift d«l)ta tu tbc atnouiil of 
forty Utousasd poiiuds. Ikuke, as I have said clacwheee^ 
had none of the vicca of profusion, but he had thjrt quality 
whicU Aristotle places lugli ainoog the virtues — the noble 
meau of Magoificence, aUading tnidwsy between the t<v«- 
extremes of vulgar ostentittiQii and narrow pettiness. At 
least, every creditor was paid in good time, and nohody 
suffered hut himself. Those who think these disagreeable- 
matters of supreme importance, and aUow such things to 
stand between tliem and Burke's greatness, are like the 
people — slightly to alter a %ure from a philosophei of 
old — who, when they went to Olympi*, could only pei- 
ceive that they were scorched by the sun, and pressed by 
the crowd, and deprived of comfortable means of hatbin^ 
and wetted by the rain, and that life was full of disagree- 
able and troiihlesome things, and so they almost forgot the 
great colossus of ivory and gold, Fhidias's statue of Zeus, 
which they Iwd cwne to aee, and which stood ia all ita 
glory and power before their perturbed and foolish viMon. 
There have been few men in hbsEory with whom per- 
sonal objects counted for so little as they counted with 
Burke. He really did what so many public men only 
feign to do. He forgot that he had any interests of hia 
own to be promoted, apart from the interests of tbe puty 
with which he acted, and from those of the whole nation, 
for which he held himsdf a trustee. What "Wiliiam 
Burke said of him in 17&6 was true throughout his life 
— " Ned is full of real business, intent upon doing solid 
>d to hia country, as much as if he was to receive twenty 
per cent, from the Empire." Such men as the shrewd and 
impudent Rigby atoned for a plebeian origin by the arts 
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' of dependence and a jadii;ioaa Bervility, and drew more 
of the public raoBCy from the pay office in half-a-dozen 
quarter-days than Burke received in ail his life. It v^s 
not by suyh arts that Burke rose. When we remorabpr 
all the untold bitterneas of the struggle in which he was 
engaged, from the time when the old Duke of Newcastle 
tried to make the Marquis of Rockingham dismiss his new 
priTate secretary as an Irish Jesuit in disguise (lV66), 
down to the time when the Duke of Bedford, himself bat- 
leniTig *'iik grants to the house of Russell, so enormout, as 
not only to outrage economy, but even to stagger credibil- 
ity," assailed the government for giving Burke a moderate 
pension, wc may almost imagine that if Johnson bad imi- 
tated the famous Tenth Satire a. little later, he would hare 
been tempted to apply the poet's cynical criticism of the 
eareer heroic to the greater Cicero of hta own day. "I 
was not," Burke said, in a passage of lofty dimity, " like 
his Grace of Bedford, swaddled and rocked and dandled 
into a legislator; N-itor in adversam is the motto for a 
man like me. I possessed not one of the qualities, nor 
enitivated one of the arts, that recommend men to the fa- 
vour and protection of the great. I was not made for a 
minion or a tool. As little did I follow the trade of win- 
ning tiie hearts, by imposing on the understandings of the 
people. At every step of my progress in life, for in every 
step was I traversed and oppoeed, and at eve j t p k I 
met I was obliged to show my passport, a d ira ad 
n to prove my sole title to the honour of b f 1 

to my country, by a proof that I was not wh lly n 
quainted with its laws, and the whole system f t nte 
esta both abroad and at home; otherwise no rank, n tot 
tmtion even for mo." 
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Foreign' observers of onr affairs looted upon the state of 
England between the accessioa of Cieoi^e ILL and the loss 
of the American colonies {1760-1776), with mixed dia- 
gnst and satisfaction. Tlieir instinct as absolute rulen 
vas revolted by a spectacle of unbridled faction and ra^ng 
anarchy ; their envy was soothed by the growing weakness 
of a power which Chatham had so short a time before left 
at the highest point of grandeur and strength. Frederick 
the Great spoke with contempt of the insolence of Opposi- 
tion and the virulence of parties ; and vowed that, petty 
Gennan prince as he was, he would not change places with 
the King of England. The Emperor Joseph pronounced 
positively that Great Britain was declining, that Parlia- 
ment waB mining itself, and that the colonies threatened 
a cataetroplie. Catherine of Russia thought that nothing 
would restore its ancient vigour to the realm, short of the 
bracing and heroic remedy of a war. Even at home, such 
shrewd and eaperienced onlookers as Horace Walpole sns- 
pected that the state of the country was more serious than 
it had been since the Great Rebellion, and declared it to 
be approaching by fast strides to some sharp crisis. Men 
who remembered their Roman history, fancied that they 
saw every symptom of confusion that preceded the ruin 
of the Commonwealth, and began to inquire uneasily what 
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was tlie temper of tlie army. Men who remembered the 
story of the violence and insatiable factionaneas of Flor- 
ence, turned again to Macchiavelll and to OuicciardiDi, to 
trace a parallel between the Serce city on the Arno and 
the fierce city on the Thames. When tlio King of Sweden, 
in 1772, carried out a revolution, by abolishing an oligarch- 
ic council and assuming the powers of a dictator, with 
the assent of his people, there were nctually serious men 
in England who thought that the English, after having 
been guilty of every meanness and corruption, would aooa, 
lite tlie Swedes, own themselves unworthy to be free. 
The Dako of Eichmond, who happened to have a claim to 
ft peerage and an estate in France, esoused himself for 
taking so much pains to establish his claim to them, by 
gravely asking who knew that a time might not soon come 
when England would not be worthy living in, and when a 
retreat to Franco might be a very happy thing for a free 
man to have ? 

The reign had begun by a furious outbreak of hatred 
between the English and the Scotch. Lord Bute had 
been driven from office, not merely because he was sup- 
posed to owe his power to a scandalous friendship with 
the King's mother, but because ho was accused of crowding 
the public service with his detested countrymen from the 
other side of the Tweed. He fell, less from disapproval of 
his policy than from rude prejudice against his country. 
The flow of angry emotion had not subsided before the 
whisper of strife in the American colonies began to trouble 
the air ; and before that had waxed loud, the Middlesex 
election had blown into a portentous hnrrioane. This 
was the first great constitutional case after Burke came 
into the House of Commons. As, moreover, it became a 
kading element in the crisis which was the occasion of 
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it in as well to go over the iscta. 

The Parliament to wliich he had first been retur&ed, 
now approaching the expiry of its legal term, was dis- 
solved in the spring of IJ88. Wilkes, then an outlaw in 
Pflris, returned to England, and annonnced himself as a 
cantlidate for the Citv. When the election was over, his 
name stood last on the poll. But his ancient fame as 
the opponent and victim of the court five years before 
were revived. After his rejection in the City, Le found 
himself strong enough to stand for the county of Mid- 
dlesex. Here he was rtyturncd at the head of the poQ 
after an excited election. Wilkes had been tried in 1T64, 
and found guilty by the King's Bench of repubiiabing 
Numher Forty-five of the Norlh Briton, and of printing 
■nd piblishiug the Essay on Woman, lie bad not ap- 
peared to receive sentence, and had been outJawed in eoo- 
sequence. After hia election for Middleses, be obtwned a 
reversal of his outlawry on the point of technical form. 
He then came up for sentence under the original vratlict. 
The conrt sent him to prison for twenty-two montli8,aad 
condemned him to pay a fine of a thousand pounds. 

Wilkes was in prison when the second session of the 
new Parliament b^an. His case came before the Hoose 
in November, 1769, on his own petition, aocnsing Lord 
Mansfield of altering the record at his trial After many 
acrimonious debates and examinations of Wilkes and oth- 
ers at the bar of the Honse, at length, by 219 votes against 
136, the famous motion was passed which expelled him 
from the House. Another election for Hidiilesex was now 
held, and Wilkes was retnmed without opposition. Tbo 
day after the return, the House of Commons resolved, by 
an immense majority, that, havint; been expelled, Wilkea 
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was incapable of aerving in that Parliament. Tlie follow- 
ing month Wilkes was once more elected. The Uodsb 
once more declared the election void. In April another 
electioD took place, and this time the GovornincDt put for- 
ward Colonel Lnttrell, who vacated his seat for Bosainey 
for the purpose of opposing Wilkes. There was the same 
tesult, iittd for the fonrth time Wilkes was at the head of 
the poll. The House ordered the return to be altered, 
and after hearing by counsel the freeholders of Middlesex 
who petitioned agaiosl the alteration, fioall)' confirmed h 
(May 8, 1769) by a majority of 221 to 162. According 
to Lord Temple, this was the greatest majority ever known 
on the last day of a session. 

The purport and eignificance of these arbitrary proceed- 
ings need little interpretation. The House, according to 
the authorities, had a conatitotional right to expel Wilkes, 
though the grounds on which even this is defended would 
probftbly be questioned if a similar case were to arise in 
OUT own day. But a eingle branch of the legislature coald 
have no power to pass an incapacitating vote either against 
Wilkes or anybody else. An Act of Parliament is the 
least instrument by which such incapacity could he im- 
posed. The House might perhaps expel Wilkes, but it 
coald not cither legally, or with regard to the less definite 
limits of constitutional morality, decide whom the Middle- 
Kx freeholders should not elect, and it could not therefore 
eet aside their representative, who was then free from any 
disabling quality. Lord Camden did not much exagger- 
ate, when he declared in a debate on the subject in the 
House of Lords, that the judgment pasaed upon the Mid- 
dlesex election had given the constitution a more danger- 
wound than any which were given daring the twelve 
years' absence of Pariiament in the reign of Charles L 
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The House of Commons was usurping another form of 

that very dispensing power, for pretending to which the 
lust of the Stuart sovereigns had lost his crown. If the 
House by a vote could deprive Wilkes of a right to sit, 
what legal or constitutional impediment would there bn in 
the way, if the majority were at any time digposed to do- 
clare all their most formidable opponents in the minority 
incapable of sitting) 

In the same Parliament, there was another and scarcely 
less remarkable ease of Privilege, " that eldest son of Pre- 
rogative," as Burko truly called it, " and inheriting all the 
vices of its parent." Certain printers were accused of 
breach of privilege for reporting the debates of the House 
(March, 1771). The messenger of the serjeant-at-arms 
attempted to take one of them into castody in his own 
shop in the City. A constable was st-anding by, designed- 
ly, it has been supposed, and Miller, the printer, gave the 
messenger into his custody for an assault The case came 
on before the Lord Mayor, Alderman Wilkes, and Alder- 
man Oliver, the same evening, and the result was that the 
messenger of the House was committed. The City doc- 
trine was, that if the House of Commons had a serjeant- 
at-arms, they had a serjeaut-at-raace. If the House of 
Commons conld send their citizens to Newgate, they conld 
send its messenger to the Compter. Two other printers 
were collusively arcest«d, brought before Wilkes and Oli- 
ver, and at once liberated, 

The Commons instantly resolved on stem i 
The Lord Mayor and Oliver were taken a 
the Tower, where they lay until the prorogation of Parlia- 
Wilkes stubbornly refused to pay any attention to 
to attend at the bar of the House, 
very properly insisting that he ought to be summoned to 
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attend in hh place as member for Middlesex. Besides 
committing Croaby and Oliver to the Tower, the Uousc 
enmmoned the Lord Mayor's clerk to attend witii his 
books, and then and there forced him to strike out the 
record of the recognisances into which their messenger 
had entered on being committed at the Mansion. Uouse. 
No Stuart ever did anything more arbitrary and illegal. 
The House deliberately intended to constitute itself, as 
Burke had said two years before, an arbitrary and despotic 
assembly. "The diatempci's of monarchy were the great 
subjects of apprehension and redress in the last century. 
In this, the distempers of Parliament." 

Burke, in a speech which he delivered in his place in 
1771, warned the Honse of the evils of the course upon 
which they were entering, and declared those to be tlieir 
mortal enemies who would persuade them to act aa if they 
were a self-originated magistracy, independent of the peo- 
ple, and unconnected with their opinions and feelings. 
But these mortal enemies of its very constitution were at 
this time the majority of the House. It was to no pur- 
pose that Burke argued with more than legal closenesa 
that incapacitation could not be a power according to law, 
inasmuch as it bad neither of the two properties of law: 
it was not hiouin, " you yourself not knowing upon what 
grounds yon will vote the incapacity of any man ;" and it 
was not fixed, because it was varied according to the occa- 
aion, exercised according to discretion, and no man could 
call for it as a right. A strain of unanswerable reasouing 
of this kind counted for nothing, in spite of its being un- 
answerable. Despotic or oligarchic pretensions are proof 
against the most formidable battery that reason and ex- 
perience can construct against them. And Wilkes's exclu- 
sion endured until this Parliament — the Unreported Parlio' 
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looDt. as it Tr«s called, and in manj respects the wry worst 
tbat eyer assemtiltil at Westminster — was dissolved, and a 
new one elected ( 1 77-1). when he was once again retnnied 
for Middlesex, and took hi* seat. 

The London multitude bad grown Eealons for Wiliea, 
and the town had heen harassed by disorder. Of the 
fierce brat&ltty of the crowd of that acre, wo mav form & 
vivid ide-a from the unflinching pencil of Hi^rth. Bar- 
barons laws were emelly administered. The common peo- 
ple were tnrbnlent, becaase misrule made them miserable. 
Wilkes had written filthy verses, bnt the crowd cared no 
more for this than their betters cared abont the rices of 
Lord Sandwich. They made commoD cause with one who 
was accidentally a more conspicuous sufferer. Wilkes was 
(jaite right when he vowed that he was no Wiikite. The 
masses were better than their leader. " Whenever the 
people have a feeling," Burke once said, " they commonly 
are in the right; they sometimes mistake the physician." 
Franklin, who was then in London, was of opinion that if 
George IIL had had a bad character, and John Wilkes a 
good one, the latter might have turned the former out of 
the kingdom ; for the tnrbnlence that began in street riota 
at one time threatened to end in revolt. The King 
himself was attacked with savage invective in papers of 
which it was said, that no one in the previons century 
would have dared to print any like them nntil Charles waa 
fast locked up in Caiisbrooke Castle. 

As is naual when the minds of those in power have 
been infected with an arbitrary temper, the employment 
of military force to crush civil disturbances became a fa- 
miliar and favourite idea. The military, said Lord Wey- 
mouth, in an elaborate letter which he addreesed to the 
Surrey magistrates, can never be employed to a more oon- 
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stitatlonal purpose than in tlie support of tbe authority 
and dignity of tbe ma^tnicy. If the magistral* should 
be menaced, he is cautioned not to delay a moment in 
calling for the aid of the military, and making use of 
them effectually. The consequence of thia bloody scroll, 
aa Wilkes rightly called it, waa that shortly afterwards 
an affray occurred between the crowd and the troops, in 
nkich some twenty people were killed and wounded (May 
10, 1768). On tbe following day, the Secretary of War, 
Lord Barrington, wrote to the commanding officer, inform- 
ing hira that the King highly approved of the conduct 
both of officers and men, and wislied that his gracious ap- 
probation of them should be commuTiicated to them. 

Burke brought tbe matter before the House in a motion 
for a. Committee of Inquiry, supported by one of the most 
lucid and able of his minor speeches. " If ever the time 
should come," be concluded, " when thia House shall ha 
found prompt to execute and slow to inquire, ready to 
punish the excesses of the people, and slow to listen to 
their grievances ; ready to grant supplies, and slow to ex- 
amine the account; ready to invest magistrates with large 
powers, and slow to inquire into the exorcise of them , 
Teady tj} entertain notions of the military power as tncor 
porated with the constitution— when you iearn tbii in the 
air of St. James's, then the business is done , then the 
House of Commons will change that character which it 
receives from the people only." It is hardly necessary to 
say that his motion for a committee was lost by the ovLr 
whelming majority of two hundred and fortj-flve against 
thirty. The general result of the proceedings of the gov- 
ernment from the accession of George III. to the beginning 
of the troubles in the American colonies, was in Burke's 
own words, that the government was at once dreaded and 



contemned ; that the laws were despoiled of all their re- 
spected Bad Balutary terrors ; that their inRction whh a suh- 
ject of ridicule, and Ibeir exertion of abhorrence; that our 
dependencies had slackened in their affections; that we 
knew neither how to yield nor how to enforce; and that 
disconnection and confusion, in offices, in parties, in fami- 
lies, in Parliament, in the nation, prevailed beyond the dis- 
orders of any former time. 

It was in the pamphlet on the Present Discontents, pub- 
lished in 1770, that Burke dealt at large with the whole 
scheme of policy of which all these irregularities were the 
distempered incidents. The pamphlet was composed as a 
manifesto of the Rockingham section of the Whig party, 
to show, as Burke wrote to his chief, how different it was 
in spirit and composition from " the Bedfords, the Gren- 
yllles, and other knots, who are combined for no public 
purpose, but only as a means of furthering with joint 
strength their private and individual advantage." The 
pamphlet was submitted in manuscript or proof to the 
heads of the party. Friendly critics excused some inele- 
gancies which they thought they found in occasional paa- 
sages, by taking for granted, as was true, that he had ad- 
mitted insertions from other hands. Here for the first 
time he exhibited, on a conspicnous scale, the strongest 
qualities of his understanding. Contemporaries had an 
opportunity of measnring this strength, by comparison 
with another performance of similar scope. The letters 
of Junius had startled the world the year before. Burke 
was universally suspected of being their author, and the 
Buspicion never wholly died out so long as he lived. There 
was no real ground for it beyond the two nnconnected 
facts, that the letters were powerful letters, and tliat Burke 
had a powerful intellect, Dr. Johnson admitted that he 
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had never had a hetter reason for bolieving tbut Burke- 
vas JuDius, than that he knew nobody else who had the 
ability of Junius, But Johnson discharged his mind of 
the thought, at the instant that Burke voluntarily assured 
him that he neither wrote the letters of Junius nor knew 
who had written them. The subjects nnd aim of those 
famous pieces were not very different from Burke's tract, 
but any one who in our time turns from the letters to the 
tract will wonder how the antbor of the one could ever 
have been suspected of writing the other. Junius is never 
more than a railer, and very often he is tliird-rate even as 
B railer, The author of the Present Discontents speaks 
without bitterness even of Lord Bute and the Duke of 
Grafton ; he only refers to persons, when their conduct or 
their situation illustrates a. principle. Instead of reviling, 
he probes, he reflects, he warns ; and as the result of this 
serious method, pursued by a man in whom close mastery 
of detail kept exact pace with wide grasp of generalities, 
we have not the ephemera! diatribe of a faction, but one 
of the monutncntal pieces of political literature. 

The last great pamphlet in the history of English pub- 
lic affairs had been Swift's tract On the Conduct of the 
Allies (iTll), in which the writer did a more substantial 
service for the Tory party of hia day than Burke did for 
the Whig party of a later date. Swift's pamphlet is close, 
strenuous, persuasive, and full of telling strokes; but no- 
body need read it to-day, except the historical student, or 
a member of the Peace Society, in search of the most 
convinciug exposure of the most insane of English wars.' 
There is not a sentence in it which does not belong exclu- 
sively to the matter in hand : not a line of that general 
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wisdom irhich is for all time. In the Prttent Diteontentt 
the melUoJ is jast the opposite of this. The details are 
sliuTed, nod they are not literal. Barke describes with 
excese of elaboration how the sew system is a system of 
doable caliinets ; one pat forward with nominal powers in 
P&rliament, the other concealed behiud the throne, and se- 
cretly dictating the policy. The reader feels that this is 
worked out far too closely to be real. It in a stractore of 
artificial rhetoric. But ne lightly pass this over, on oar 
way to more solid matter; to the exposition of the prin- 
ciples of a constitnlion, the right methods of statesman- 
ehip, and the defence of party. 

It was Bolingbroke, and not Swift, of whom Burke was 
thinking, when he sat down to the composition of his 
tract. The Patriot King waa the fountain of the new 
doctrines, which Burke truned his party to understand 
and to resist. If his foe was domestic, it was from a for- 
eign armoury that Burke derived the instruments of re- 
sistance. The great fault of political writers is their too 
close adherence to the forms of the Rystero of state which 
they happen to be expounding or csamining. They stop 
short at the anatomy of institutions, and do not penetrate 
to the secret <*f ^^" functions, An Ulustrious author 
in the middle of the eighteenth century introduced his 
contemporaries to a better way. It is not too much to 
say that at that epoch the strength of political specula- 
tion in this country, from Adam Smith downwards, was 
drawn from France ; and Burke had been led to some of 
what was most characteristic in his philosophy of society 
by Montesquien's Spirit of Laws (1748), the first great 
manual of the historic school. We have no space here to 
work ont the relations between Montesquieu's principles 
and Burke's, but the student of the E^rit det Loia will 
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recognize its influence in every one of Burke's master^ 
pieces. 

So far as immediate events were concerned, Burke w^s 
quick to discern their true interpretation. As liaa been 
already said, lie attributed to the King and hia party a 
deliberates ess of system which probably had no real ex- 
istence in their minds. The Kiag intended to reassert 
the old right of choosing his own miniatera. George IL 
had made strenuoua but futile endeavours to the same 
end. His son, the father of George III., Frederick, Prince 
of Wales, as every reader of Dodington's Diary will re- 
member, was equally bent on throwing off the yoke of the 
great Whig combinations, and making his own cabinets. 
George III. was only continuing the purpose of his father 
u)d his grandfather; and there is no reason to behevo 
that he went more elaborately to work to obtain his ends. 

It is when he leaves the ftrtiflcea of a cabal, and striken 
down below the surface to the working of deep social 
forces, that we feel the breadth and power of Burke's 
method. " I am not one of those," he began, " who 
think that the people are never wrong. They have been 
BO, frequently and outrageously, both in other countries 
and in this. But I do say that in all disputes betvieea 
Ihem and their rulers, the presumption is at least upon a 
par in /aiiour of the people.'" Nay, experience perhaps 
iustifies him in going further. When popular discontenta 
are prevalent, something has generally been found amiss 
in the constitution or the administration. " The people 
have no interest in disorder. When they go wrong, it is 
llieir error, and not their crime," And then he quolea the 
famous paaaago from the Memoirs of Sully, which both 
practical politicians and political students should bind 
nbont their necks, and write upon the tables of their 
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bearts: "TUo revolutions that come to pass in great states 
are not the result of chance, nor of popular caprice, . . . 
As for tlie populace, it is never from a passion for attack 
that it rebels, but from impatinnce of suSerlni;." 

What really gives its diatinetion to the Present Dia- 
ttmlenis is not its plea for indulgence to popular impa- 
tience, nor its plea for the superiority of government by 
aristooracy, but rather the presence in it of the thought of 
Monto8(|uiou and his school, of the necessity of studying 
political phenomena in relation, not merely to forms of 
government and law, but in relation to whole groups of 
social facts which give to law and government the spirit 
that raakos them workable. Connected with this, is a 
particularly wide interpretation and a particularly impres- 
sive appliuation of the maxims of expediency, becaase a 
wide conception of the various interacting elements of a 
society naturally extends the considerations which a bal- 
ance of expediencies will include. Hence, in time, there 
came a strong and lofty ideal of the true statesman, his 
breadth of vision, his flexibility of temper, his hardly 
measurable influence. These are the principal thoughts 
in the DisemileiUs to which that tract owes its permanent 
interest. " Whatever original energy," says Burke, in one 
place, " may be supposed cither in force or regulation, the 
operation of both is in truth merely instrumental. Na- 
tions are governed by the same methods, and on the same 
principles, by which an individual without authority is 
often able to govern those who are his equals or sopenors ; 
by a knowledge of thoir temper, and by a. judicious man- 
agement of it. . ■ . The laws roach but a very little way. 
Constitute Government how you please, infinitely the 
greater part of it must depend upon the exercise of pow- 
ers, which are left at large to the prudence and uprights 
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nesa of minUters of st^te. Even all the use and poU'iicy 
of the laws depends upon tliem. Without them, your 
Commonwealth is no better than a scheme upon paper; 
and not a Uoin</, active, elective eonstitutioti." Thus early 
in his public career had Burke seized that great antithc- 
Ms which he so eloquently laboured in the long and ever 
memorable episode of his war against the French Eevo- 
Intion : the opposition between artificial arrangements in 
politics, and a living, active, effective organization, formed 
by what he calls elsewhere in the present tract, the natnral 
Btrenj^h of the kingdom, and suitable to the temper and 
mental habits of the people. When he spoke of the nat- 
ural strength of the kingdom, he gave no narrow or con- 
ventional account of it He incladed in the elements of 
that strength, besides the great peers and tie leading land- 
ed gentlemen, the opulent merchants and manufacturera, 
and the substantial yeomanry. Contrasted with the trite 
versions of government aa fixed in King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, this search for the real organs of power was going 
to the root of the matter in a spirit at once thoroughly 
scientific and thoroughly practical. Burke had, by the 
speculative training to which he had Bubmittcd himself 
in dealing with Bolingbroke, prepared his mind for a 
complete grasp of the idea of the body politic as a com- 
plex growth, a manifold whole, with closely interdepend- 
ent relations among its several parts and divisions. It 
was this conception from which his conservatism sprang. 
Itevolutionary politics have one of their sources in tho 
idea that societies are capable of infinite and immediate 
modifications, without reference to the deep-rooted condi- 
tions that have worked tberaaolves into every part of the 
social structure. 

The same opposition of the positive to the doctriiiaire 
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spint IS to bo observed in the remarkable vindication of 
Party, which fills the last dozeo pages of the pamphlet, 
aod which is one of the most courageous of all Burke's 
deliverwices. Purty combination is exactly one of those 
contrivances which, oa it might seem, a wise man would 
accept for working purposes, but about which he would 
take care to say as little as possible. There appears to be 
something revolting to the intellectual integrity and self- 
respect of the individual, in the systematic surrender of 
bis persona! action, interest, and power, to a political con- 
nexion in which his own judgment may never once be 
allowed to count for anything. It is like the surrender 
of the right of private judgment to the authority of the 
Church, but with its nakedness not concealed by a mystic 
(lootrine. Nothing is more easy to demolish by the bare 
logical reason. But Burke cared nothing about the bare 
logical reason, until it had bean clothed in convenience 
and custom, in the affections on one side, and experience 
<m the other. Not content with insisting that for some 
special purpose of the hour, " when bad men combine, the 
good must associate," be contended boldly for the merits 

I of fidelity to party combination in itself. Although Burke 
wrote those strong pages as a reply to Bolingbroke, who 
had denounced party as an evil, they remain as the best 
([eneral apology that has ever been offered for that prin- 
aiplu of publie uol.ion, against more philosophic attacks 
th^n Rolingbrokii's. Burke admitted that when he saw a 
mail neting a dimultory and disconnected part in public 
lift) witll di'trinnmt to bis fortune, he was ready to believe 
■UPh a man to be in earnest, though not ready to believe 
lltcu to Iw ri[iht In any easo he lamented to sec rare 
tind Vftlimbl« quulUiuM atinuutlen^d away without any public 
Utility, lie ailmittad, inoroovor, on the other hand, that 
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people frequently acquired in party confedemeies a naN 
row, bigoted, sod proseriptive spirit. " But where duty 
readers a critical Bituation a necessary one, it is our busi- 
ness to ke«p free from the evils attendant upon it, and 
not to fly from the situation itself. It is surely no very 
rational account of a man that he has attvaya acted right; 
but has taken special care to act in such a manner tlud 
his endeavours could not possibly bo productive of any 
consequence. . . . When men are not acquainted with oacb 
other's principles, nor experienced in eacb other's talonta, 
nor at all practised in their mutual hubitudee and disposi- 
tions by joint efforts of bu^ess ; no personal conMeuce, 
no friendship, no common interest subsisting among tbem ; 
it is evidently impossible that they can act a publio part 
with uniformity, perseverance, or efficacy." 

In terms of eloquent eulogy he praised the sacred rev- 
erence with which the Rotnans used to regard the necet- 
titudo goTlU, or the relations that grew up between inon 
who had only held office together by the casual fortune 
of the lot. He pointed out to emulation the Whig jnnto 
who held so close together in the reign of Anne — Sunder- 
land, Godolphin, Soraers, and Marlborough — who believed 
"that no men could act with eSoct who did not act in 
concert; that no men could act in concert who did not 
act with confidence ; and that no men could act with oon- 
fldence who were not bound together by common opin- 
ions, common affections, and common interests." In read- 
ing these energetic passages we have to remember two 
things : first, that the writer assumes the direct oUjeet of 
party combination to be generous, great, and liberal causes ; 
and, second, that when the time came, and when he be- 
lieved that his friends were espousing a wrong and pei^ 
nicions cause, Burke, like Samson bursting asunder the 
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Mvon f^uii wlthca, broke away from the friendahtps of a 
lifo, iinii dolibcratoly broke Lia party in pieces." 

When Burko cumo to discuss the cure for the disorders 
of 1770, ho insisted on contenting himself with what he 
onjtlit to have known to be obviously inadequate prescrip- 
tions. And wo cannot help feeling that ho never speaks 
o! the constitution of the government of this country 
wltliuut gliding into a fallacy identical with that which he 
hlitmulf dt'»crilied iiTid denounced, as thinking better of the 
wiitdoin iiiu] power of human legislation than in truth it 
dCMOrvcd. llo was uniformly consistent in his view of 
tlio ramodioB wliioh the various sections of Opposition pro- 
poMH) against tbo oxisling (lebasemcut and servility of the 
Lower House. The Duke of Richmond wanted universal 
Ruflntgo, cijuiil dcctoml distnctB,and annual parliaments. 
Wllkm proposed to disfranchise the rotten boroughs, to 
(lu^rOMo llio county conslituoneies, and to give members 
to rich, populous, trading towns — a general policy which 
wna ncmipliid fifty -six years afterwards. The Constitu- 
tlonul Society desired frequent parliaments, the exclusion 
of plnonmon from the Uotise, and the increase of the coun- 
ty roprc»ont)itlon. llurko uniformly refused to give bis 
oonntonanoo to any proposals such as those, which involved 
A oloarly organic change in the constitution. He confessed 
that ho had no sort of reliance upon either a triennial par- 
liament or a pinoo-blll, and with that reasonableness which 
■a A rule wan fully m remarkable in bim as his eloquence, 
llo Hhowod very good gronnds for his want of faith in the 
piipulnr •pecitlcN. In truth, triennial or annual parlia- 
liiuntx ooulil havp done no good, unless the change had 
Iwon accompanied by the more important process of 
amp 11 lilting, as Chatham called it, the rotten boroughs. 
' K<.iu on (he aama subjeot, Corrt^. a. 276-7. 
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Of these the Crown could at that time reckon soma sev- 
enty as its own property. Besides thoec which belonged 
to the CrowD, there was al»o the immenae number which 
belonged to the Peerage. It the ICing aougbt to atrengthen 
an administration, the thing needful was not to enlist the 
services of able and distinguished men, but to conciliate 
a duke, who brought with bim the control of a given 
t[aantity of voting power in the Lower Uouse. All this 
patrician influence, which may he found at the bottom of 
most of the intrigues of the period, would not have been 
tODchcd by curtailing the duration of parliaments. 

"What then was the remedy, or had Burke no remedy to 
offer for these grave diatempers of Parliament! Only the 
remedy of the interposition of the body of the people it- 
self. We must beware of interpreting tliis phrase in the 
modem democratic sense. In 1766 be had deliberately 
declared that he thought it would be more conformable to 
the spirit of the constitution, "by lessening the number, 
to add to the weight and independency of our voters." 
" Considering the immenae and dangerous charge of elec- 
tions, the prostitute and daring venality, the corruption of 
manners, the idleness and profligacy of the lower sort of 
voters, no prudent man would propose to increase such an 
evil.'" In another place he denies that the people have 
either enough of speculation in the closetj, or of experience 
in business, to be competent judges, not of the detail of 
particular measures only, but of general schemes of policy.' 
On Burke's theory, the people, as a rule, wt 
concerned to interfere with Parliament, than a 
cemed to interfere with somebody wht 
ly and deliberately made his trustee. 

' ObservatioTU on late Slate of the A'ation, Works, i. 106, b. 

• ^KetA on DunUiBH of Parlianientt. 
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fMttod, wi* n kham^ful and minous breach of tra^t The 
ordiimry nilu uf govoninient wss being every day mia- 
olilovi'italy fonUfmittH) and daringly act aside. Until the 
roiitldanco lliui outraged should be once more restored, 
tliDH tliv peo|i|(i on){lit to bo excited to a more strict and 
ilxtnklMl atteiitinu to the conduct of thoir reprowntatives, 
'I'liii lul^t^[ill|{• i)f coiiittiea and corporations ought to settle 
•laiiiUriU for jud^injc tiioru Bystematicatly of the behar- 
ioiir tif lliii*v whom thvy )iad ecnt to Farlianiont EVe- 
(jiMtil »|iil (Hiriwt liula of tlw voters in all important qoes- 
ilmta oti^Ut to b« proeurod. Tho soTcrest discouragement 
nuijlli U> Ui )fir«n to the pcmioioos practice of affording a 
l>liiiil ami imdiitliu^iiiJiiiit; support to every administra- 
liuH. " tVrlUiuuutwy Mip|ton comes and goes with office, 
VuU«lly ittgitntltUM itf the uiwi or the merit." For instance, 
Wklkua'a Miiiinal motion to oxpange the votes upon the 
Mi>hllMO>> ylw>lioii bad l>een uniformly rejected, as often 
tM il Wtw iiiitdt) whiW lioM North was in power. Lord 
Nurth hMl uu wniuttr )^vuu way to the Rockingham Cabi- 
Mi, Ikiaii l\w lloUMs uf <.'o)Uii)ous (.'hanged its mind, and 
th" iwiiilutiuU* wwiti MEpuiijjod hy a handsome majority of 
))A It) i1- Attnilulstrwtiuu whs ontuipotent in the Ilouiie, 
l>«tuiu*l> U oowhl Iw H Hiau** most eflioient friend at an 
vlw^loUi ant) w\M iiH«t autply reward his fidelity after- 
WM^«. AUiUlit*l thi* «.viit<<ui llurku called on the nation 
\it Ht a otuHi huw. U»itl it lip, \>v ktipt crying; settle the 
j|anai«l iHHirw in vihli^h you duaira tm^inbers to go; insist 
VtlHt Vtwy ■hall not mwSiw thotuaulve* to bo diverl«d from 
Hlki h,Y Ihu HUlliorlt.V of tko g^ivonnuent of the day; let 
lUU wf vutwa I'w piihll>hw). ao that yon may ascertain for 
yoiiraalvua wht>tl|ef your triiatMo have bwn faithful or 
frWilttUut ; do alt tlii», M"d there will bt> no need to re- 
n Uitum ofitaidu utiaiiittw, Uiium Hmpirioal innovation^ 
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which may possibly cure, but are much more likely to 
destroy. 

It is not surprising that so halting a policy should have 
given deep displeasure to very many, perhaps to most, of 
those whose only common bond was the loose and negative 
sentiment of antipathy to the court, the ministry, and the 
too aervile majority of the House of Commons. The Con- 
atitutional Society was furious. Lord Chatham wrote to 
Lord Hockingham that the work in which these doctrines 
first appeared must do much luischlef to the common 
cause. But Burke's view of the constitution was a part 
of his belief with which lie never paltered, and on whiub 
he surrendered his judgment to no laau, " Our constitu- 
tion," in his opinion, " stands on a nice equipoise, with 
steep precipices and deep waters upon all sides of it. In 
removing it from a dangerous leaning towards one side, 
there may he a risk of oversetting it on the other.'" This 
image was ever before his mind. It occura again in the 
last sentence of titat great protest against all change and 
movement, when he describes himself as one who, when 
the equipoise of the vessel in which he sails may be en- 
dangered by overloading it upon one side, is desirous of 
carrying the small weight of his reaiKins to that "which 
may preserve its equipoise.* When we think of the odi- 
ous misgovemment in England which the constitution 
permitted, between the time when Burke wrote and the 
passing of Lord Sidmouth's Six Acts fifty years later, we 
mxy be inclined to class such a constitution among the 
most inadequate and mischievous political arrangements 
that any free country has ever had to endure. Yet it was 
this which Burke declared that he looked upon with filial 

' PitKKi Disamiails. 

* EefieetitHU an the Frmch Ecveliaioit, 
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"NevM will 1 cnt it in pieces, and put it into 
tho koltlo of ftU}' ntagiciM, in order t« boil it with the pud- 
dle of tlitf ir i.'»iii]iouuds into youth and vigoar ; on the con- 
t»ry, 1 win drive »w«y such pretenders ; I will nurse its ven- 
orul<lo Dgi.\ Mid with Icuient arts extend a parent's breath." 

III! wiw DIKhI with the spirit, and he borrowed the argn- 
rnuitt*, wliloii bitvp hIwhvs marked the cbampion of faith 
■no ftulboHty it)^iuat tlio impiuus assault of reason or in- 
lli>vatiou. Tlif voiistlltution was sacred to him as the voice 
i>f tllD ChUR.-li and tlw ornetcs of her saints are sacred to 
Ihc faitliftiL Study it, ho cried, until jou know how to 
ndnilrc it, and if you cannot know and admire, rather be- 
lieve that you are dull, than that the rest of the world has 
boon imposed upon. Wo ought to understand it accord- 
ing to our measure, and to venerate where we are not able 
prosentty to comprehend. Well has Burke been called the 
Bossuot of polilacs. 

Althongh, however, Burke's unflinching reverence for 
tlie constitution, and his reluctance to lay a linger upon it, 
may now seem clearly excessive, as it did to Chatham and 
his son, who were great men in the right, or to Beckford 
and Sawbridge, who wore very little men in the right, we 
can only be juat to him by comparing his ideas with those 
which wore dominant throughout an evil reign. While 
liu uppoaed more frequent parliaments, he still upheld 
tho doctrine that " to govern according to the sense, and 
itgreeably to the interests, of the people is a great and glo- 
rious object of government." While ho declared himself 
agunst tho addition of a hundred knights of the shire, he 
In tho very same breath protested that, though the people 
might be doocivod in their choice of an object, ho " could 
Mcitrccly conceive any choice thoy could make, to be so 
very mischievous as the existence of any human force ca- 
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pable of resisting it'" To ua tliis tony seeiu very mild 
and cotDmoDplace doctrine, but it was not commonplace 
in an age wlien Anglican divines — men like Archbishop 
Markham, Dr. Nowcll, or Dr. Porteoua — had revived the 
base precepts of passive obedience and non-resistance, and 
when each a man as Lord Mansfield encouraged them. 
And these were the kind of foundations which Burke had 
been laying, while Fox was yet a Tory, while Sheridan was 
writing farces, and while Grey was a schoolboy. 

It is, however, almost demonstrably certain that the vin- 
dication of the supremacy of popular interests over all oth- 
er considerations would have been bootless toil, and that 
the great constitution a! struggle from 1760 to 1783 would 
have ended otherwise than it did, but for the failure of the 
war against the insurgent colonies, and the final establish- 
ment of American Independence. It was this portentous 
transaction which finally routed the arbitrary and despotic 
pretensions of the House of Commons over the people, 
and which put an end to the hopes entertained by the sov- 
ereign of making his personal will supreme in the Cham- 
bers. Fox might well talk of an early Loyalist victory 
in the war, as the terrible news from Long Island. The 
straggle which began unsuoceasfully at Brentford in Mid- 
dlesex, was coattnued at Boston in Massachusetts. The 
scene had changed, hut the confiictitjg principles were the 
same. The war of Independence was virtually a second 
English civil war. The ruin of the American cause would 
have been also the ruin of the constitational cause in Eng- 
land ; and a patriotic Englishman may revere the memory 
of Patrick Henry and George Washington not less juet^ 
ly than the patriotic American, Burke's attitude in this 
great contest is that part of his history about the majestic 
and noble wisdom of which there can be least dispute. 

' To the Ckoirman of the Jhicldnghoauihirt Meeting, 1780. 
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Thb war with the American colonies was preceded bv na 
interval of stupor. The violent ferment which had been 
stirred in the nation by the affairs of Wilkea and the Mid- 
dlesex election was followed, as Burke said, by as remark- 
able B deadness and vapidity. In 1770 the distracted 
ministry of the Duke of Grafton canio to an end, and was 
succeeded by that of Lord North. The King had at last 
triumphed. He had secured an administration of which 
the fundamental principle was that the sovereign was to 
be the virtual head of it, and the real director of its coun- 
sels. Lord North's government lasted for twelve years, 
and its career is for ever associated with one of the most 
momentous chapters in the history of the English nation 
and of free institutions. 

Through this long and eventfnl period, Burke's was as 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness. He had be- 
come important enough for the ministry to think it worth 
while to take pains to discredit him. They busily encour- 
aged the report that he was Jnnins, or a close ally to Ju- 
nius. This was one of the minor vexations of Burke's raid- 
die life. Even bis friends continued to torment him for 
incessant disclaimers. Burke's lofty pride made him alow 
to deal positively with what he scorned as a malicious and 
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nnworl^y imputaljon. To such a friend aa JohnsoD lie 
did not, as we have seen, diadiiin to Tolunteer a denial, Lut 
Charles Townshend was forced to write more tlian one ua- 
portanate letter before bo could extract from Butke tlie 
definite sentence (Nov. 24, 1771): "I now give yoa my 
word and honour that I am not the author of Junius, and 
that I know not the uutUor of that paper, and I do author- 
ize yon to say so." Nor was this the only kind of annoy- 
ance to which he was suhjected. ITia niting fame kindled 
the candour of the frionda of his youth. With proverbial 
good -nature, they admonished him that he did not bear 
inetruction; that he showed such arrogance na in a man. 
of hie condition was intolerable ; that he snapped furious- 
ly at his parliamentary foes, like a wolf who bud broken 
into the fold ; that his speeches were useless declonintions ; 
and that be disgraced the House by the scurrililies of the 
bear-gardi'n. These sharp cbastenings of friendship Burke 
endured with the perfect aelf-command, not of the cold 
and indifferent egotist, hut of one who had trained himself 
not to expect too much from men. He possessed tha tme 
solace for all private chagrins in the activity and the fer- 
vour of his public intcrestB. 

In 1772 the affairs of the East India Company, and its 
relations with the Government, had fallen into disorder. 
The Opposition, thongli poweriesa in the Houses of Par- 
liament, were often able to thwart the views of the minis- 
try in the imperial board-room in Leadenball Street The 
Duke of Richmond was as zealous and as active in bis op- 
position to Lord North in the business of the East Indies 
as he was in the business of the country at Westminster. 
A proposal was made to Burke to go out to India at the 
head of a commission of three supervisors, with authority 
to examine the concerns of every department, and full 
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powers of control ovn ibc company's aciranU. Tbongh 
this offer was pressed by the <lirei;tors, Barkc, after anxious 
consideration, declined it What his reasons were, there ia 
no evidence ; we can only goess that he thought less of his 
personal interests than of those of the country and of his 
party. Without him the Rockingham connexion would 
undoubtedly have fallen to min, and with it the most up- 
right, coDsistent, and disinterested body of men then in 
public life. ** You say," the Duke of Richmond wrote to 
him (Nov. 15, 1773), "the party is an object of too much 
importance to go lo pieces. Indeed, Burke, you have 
more merit than any man in keeping na together." It 
was the character of the party, almost as much as tlieir 
principles, that secured Burke's xeal and attachment ; their 
decorum, their constancy, their aversion to all cabals for 
private objects, ihetr indiSereuce to office, except as an tn- 
stmmcnt of power and a means of carrying out the policy 
of their convictions. They might easily have had office, 
if they would have come in upon the King's terms. A 
year after his fall from power, Lord Rockingham was sum- 
moned to the royal closet, and pressed to resume bis post. 
But office at any price was not in their thoughts. They 
knew the penalties of their system, and they clung to it 
undeterred. Their patriotism was deliberate and consid- 
ered. Chalcedon was called the city of the blind, because 
its fonndcrs wilfully neglected the more glorious site of 
Byzantium which lay under their eyes. " We have built 
oar Chalcedon," said Bnrke, " with the chosen part of 
the universe full in our prospect." They had the faults to 
which an ariatooraljc party in opposition is naturally liable. 
Bnrke used to reproach them with being somewhat lan- 
guid, scrupulous, and unsystematic. He could not make 
the Duke of Richmond put off a large party at Goodwood 
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for the lake of an important diTision it) the House of 
Lords ; and he did not always agree with Lord John Cav- 
endish 3s to what coDstitales a decent and reasonable quan- 
tity of fox-biinting for a political leader in a crisis. Bat 
it was part of the steadfastness of his whole life to do hia 
hest with such materials as he could find ; he did not lose 
patience nor abate his effort, because bis friends would 
miss the opportunity of a great political stroke, rather than 
they would miaa Newmarket Buces. He wrote their prc>- 
teats for the House of Lords, composed petitions for coun- 
ty meetings, drafted resolutions, and plied them with in- 
formation, ideas, admonitions, and exhortations. Never 
before nor since has our country seen so extraordinary a 
union of the clever and indefatigable party-manner, with 
the reflective and philosophic habits of the speculative 
publicist. It is much easier to make either absolutism or 
democracy attractive than aristocracy ; yet we see Low 
consistent with his deep moral conservatism was Burke's 
attachment to an aristocratic party, when we read his es- 
hortation to the Duke of Richmond to remember that per- 
sona in his high station of life ought to have long views. 
"You people," he writes to the Ehike (November 17, 
1112), " of grest families and hereditary tmata and fort- 
unes, are not like such as I am, who, whatever we may be, 
by the rapidity of our growth, and even by the fruit we 
bear, and flatter ourselves that, while we creep on the 
ground, we belly into melons that are exquisite for size 
and flavour, yet still we are but annual plants that perish 
with our season, and leave no sort of traces hehind us. 
You, if you are what you ought to be, are iu my eye the 
great oaks that shade a country, and perpetuate your ben- 
efits from generation to generation. The immediate pow- 
er of a Duke of Richmond, or a Marquis of Rockingham, 
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19 not «o niucb of tnomottt ; bnt if thcJr condoct and cs- 
nmplc hand down their principles to their sncceMOrs, then 
tiMir houHM become the pablic repoatories and oflice of 
rem>rJ foe ihu conittitation. ... I do not loot upon jonr 
time or liv«s m lost, if in this sliding awAy from the gena- 
inp spirit of the country, certain parties, if possible — if not, 
the h<v(ds of certain families — shoold make it tluir bim- 
n«M bv the whole couem of their lives, principiUlv by their 
example, to mould into the very rital stamina of their de- 
•eondanta, those principles which ooght to be transmitted 
pnre and nnmixed to posterity." 

Perhapi! ench a passnge as thia ongfat to be described 
IfiM na reflection than aa imagination — moral, historic, con- 
•ervative imagination — in which order, social continaity, 
and the endless projecljon of past into present, and of pres- 
«Bt into futore, aie clothed with the sanctity of an innci 
shrine. We may think that a foi-hnnting duke and a 
niung mnriiuis were very poor centre:!i round which to 
([roup these high emotions. But Burke had no pnny sen- 
timentklism, and none of the mere literary or romantic 
oonaerralism of men like Chateaubriand. He lived in the 
ntal world, and not in a false dream of some past world 
thftt hrnl never been. He saw that the sporting squires of 
ItU pMrty were as much the representatives of ancestral 
fuKtn and tjunlity, ns in older days were long lines of 
<Uiiuilii «nd Valorii. His conservative doctrine was a pro- 
f«lin<) inntinct, in part political, but in greater part moral. 
^Iiv iiuridontMl roughness of the symbol did not toncb him, 
^tf the symbol was glorified by the ^oerity of his faith 
KHil iht oumpasR of las imr^nation. 

WUh those ideas strong within him, in 1VV3 Bnrte 
a JHiirney to Fnince. It was almost as thongh the 

WHll hlumpliHiit of some mjatjc ^yptian temple should 
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have found hiroaelf amid the brilliant cliatter of a bstid 
of reckless, keea-tongued dUpntaats of tJie garden or tbe 
porch at Athens. His only aon had just finished a suc- 
cessful school-course at Weatminstcr, and waa now entered 
a student at Christ Church. He waa still too young for 
the university, and Burke thought that a year could not 
be more profitably spent than in forming his tongue to 
f(«eign languages. Tbe boy waa placed at Auscrre, in the 
house of the business agent of the Bishop of Auxerre. 
From tlie Bishop he received many kindnesses, to be am- 
ply repaid in afte^year3 when the Bishop came in his old 
age, an exile and a beggar, to England. 

While in Paris, Burke did all that he could to instruct 
himself as to what was going on in French society. If he 
had not the dazzling reception which had greeted Uumo 
in 1764, at least he had ample opportunities of acquaint- 
ing himself with the prevailing ideas of the times, in more 
thsn one of the social camps into which Paris was then 
divided. Madame da Deffand tells the Duchess of Choi- 
seul that though ho speaks French extremely ill, everybody 
felt that he would be infinitely agreeable if he could mora 
easily make himself understood. He followed French weU 
enough as a listener, and went every day to the courts to 
hear the barristers and watch tbe procedure. Madame da 
I>effand showed him all possible attention, and her friends 
e^;er!y seconded her. She invited him to snpper parties 
where he met the Count de BpogUe, the agent of the king's 
secret diplomacy ; Caraccioli, aucoessor of the nimble-wit- 
ted Galiani as minister from Naples; and other notabilities 
of the high world. He supped with the Duehesa of Lnx- 
embourg, and heard a reading of La Harpe's Barmeddes^ 
It was high treason in this circle to frequent the rival salon 
of Mademoiselle Lespinasse, but either ths law was rekased 
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in the case of foreigners, or else Bnrke kept his own ooun- 
eel. Here were for the moment the lioadquarters of the 
party of innoration, nnd hero be saw some of the men who 
were busily forginp; the thunderbolts. Hla eye was on the 
alert, now as always, for anything that might light up the 
sovereign problems of human government, A book, by a 
tnember of this circle, had appeared six months before, 
which was still the talk of the town, and againat which the 
government had taken the usual impotent measures of re- 
prenBion. This was the Treatise on Taetiea, by a certain 
M. de Guibert, a colonel of tbe Corsican legion. The im- 
portant part of the work was the introduction, in which 
tbe writer examined with what was tbi'.n thought extraor- 
dinary hardihood, tbe social and political causes of the de- 
cline of the military art in France. Burke rend it with 
koon interest and energetic approval. He was present at 
the reading of a tragedy by the same author, and gave 
aome oflfonce to the rival coterie by preferring Guibort'a 
trajtedy to La Uarpe's. To us, however, of a later day, 
Quibort is known neither for his tragedy ttot Lis essay on 
tttetioB, nor foi' a memory so rapid that he could open a 
book, throw one glance like a diush of lightning on to a 
page, and then instantly repeat from it half a dozen lines 
word for word. He lives in literature as the inspirer of 
that iirdent passion of Mademoiselle Leapinasae's letters, so 
unique in their consuming intensity that, as has been said, 
thoy seem to burn tbe page on which they are written. It 
was, perhaps, at Madcmoiisello Lospinasso's that Burke met 
Diderot Tlio eleven volumes of the illustrative plates of 
the Enoyclopnsdia had been given to the public twelve 
nonthft before, and its editor was just released from the 
[(litnt'« toil of twenty ycarH. Voltaire was in imperial exile 
y. Routaeuu was copying music in a garret in the 
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street which is now called after his nnme, but he had long 
ago cut himself off from society ; and Burke was not like- 
ly to take much trouble to find out a man whom he had 
known in England seven years before, and against whom 
he bad conceived a strong and lasting antipathy, as enter- 
tmning do principle either to ioflncncc bis heart or to 
guide his understanding eave a deranged aad eccentric 
Tanity. 

It was the fashion for English visitors to go to Versailles. 
They saw the dauphin and his brothers dine in public, be- 
fore a crowd of princes of the blood, nobles, abb^s, and all 
the miBcellaneous throng of a court. They attended mass 
in the chapel, where the old King, surrounded by bishops, 
sat in a pew just above that of Madame du Barri. The 
royal mistress astonished foreigners by hair without pow- 
der and cheeks without rouge, the Bimplcst toilettes, and 
the most unassuming manners. Vice itself, in Burke's 
famous words, seemed to lose half its evil by losing all its 
grossness. And there, too, Burke had that vision to which 
wo owe one of the most gorgeous pages in our literature — 
Marie Antoinette, the young dauphiness, "decorating and 
cheering the elevated sphere she just began to move in, 
glittering like the morning-star, full of life and splendour 
and joy," The shadow was rapidly stealing on. The 
year after Burke's visit, the scene underwent a strange 
transformation. The King died; the mistress was ban- 
ished in Insurious exile ; and the dauphiness became the 
ill-starred Queen of France. Burke never forgot the emo- 
tions of the scene ; they awoke in his imagination sixteen 
years after, when all was changed, and the awful contrast 
shook him with a passion that hb eloquence has made 
immortal. 

Madame du Deffand wrote to Horace Walpole that 
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Builte had been so well received, that he onght to leave 
France excellenlly pleased with the coontry. But it wbb 
not so. Hia spirit was perturbed by what he bad listened 
to. He came aw&y with smnll esteem for that busy fee- 
mentation of intellect in which his French friends most 
exalted, and for which they looked forward to the grati' 
tnda and admiration of posterity. From the spot on 
which he stood there issned two mighty streams. It was 
from the ideas of the Parisian Freethinkers whom Enrke 
so detested, that Jefferson, Franklin, and Henry drew those 
theories of human society which were so soon to find life 
In American Independence. It was from the same ideas 
that later on that revolutionary tide surged forth, in which 
Burke saw no elements of a blessed fertility, but only a 
horrid torrent of red and desolating lava. In 1773 there 
was a moment of !ttrango repose in Western Europe, the 
Uttle break of slillness that precedes the hurricane. It 
was, indeed, the eve of a moraentons epoch. Before six- 
teen years were over, the American Republic had risen like 
a new consCellalion into the Snuamcnt, and the French 
monarchy, of such antiquity and fame and high pre-emi- 
nence in Enropoan history, had been shattered to the du&b 
We may not agree with Burke's appreciation of tlte force& 
that were behind these vast convalslons. But at least he 
saw, and saw with eyes of passionate alarm, that strong 
speculative forces were at work, which must violently 
prove the very bases of the great social superstructure, 
and might not improbably break them up for ever. 

Ahnost immediately after his return from France, he 
Bonnded a shrill note of warning. Some Methodists from 
Cbatham had petitioned Parliament against a bill for 
the relief of Dissenters from subscription to the Articles. 
Burke denounced the intolerance of the petitioners. It is 
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not the DiEsentcrs, he cried, whom you have to fesr, hat 
the mco who, " not contented with eudeavonria;; to turn 
your eyes from the hlaze and effulgence of light, by which 
life and immortality ia so glorionsly demonstrated by the 
Gospel, would even eitinguisb that faint glimraering of 
Nature, that only comfort supplied to ignorant man before 
this great illumination. . . . These arc the people t^ainet 
whom you onj,'bt to aim the shaft of the law; these are 
the men to whom, arrayed in all the terrors of government, 
I would Bay, ' You shall not degrade ua into brutes.' . . . 
The most hoi'rid and uruel hlow that can be offered to civil 
society is through atheism. . . . The infideis arc outlaws 
of the eoDstitutioD, not of this country, but of the human 
race. They arc never, never to be supported, never to be 
tolerated. Under the systematic attacks of these people, I 
see some of the props of good goTomment already begin 
to fail ; I Boe propagated principles which will not leave to 
religion even a toleration. I see myself sinking every day 
under the attacks of these wretched people.'" To this 
pitch he had been excited by the vehement band of men, 
who had inscribed on their standard Ecraser rinfame. 



The second Parliament In which Burke had a seat was 
dfesolved suddenly and -without warning (October, 1774). 
The attitude of America was threatening, and it was be- 
lieved the Ministers were anxious to have the elections 
ever before the state of things became worse. The whole 
kingdom was instantly in a ferment. CourierB, chaises, 
post-horaee hurried in every direction over the island, and 
it was noted, as a measure of the agitation, that no fewer 
tlian sixty messengers passed through a single turnpike on 
one day. Sensible observers were glad to think that, in 

' Speak on Stliff of Prolaiant Di^aMcrt, 1773. 
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oonKquence of tlie rapidity of the eloctions, less wioe aod 
tnonuy would be wasted tban at any election for sixty 
yorirx jiiwt. Burke Lad a houseful of company at Beacons- 
Suld whoo the news arrived. JoLnson uus among them, 
and as iho party was hwatily Iireuking up, the old Tory 
look hU Whig friend kindly by llie hand : " Farewell, my 
dear air," lie said, " and remember that I wish you all the 
■uceesa that ought to be wished to you, and can possibly 
bo wished to yoii, by an honest man." 

The wordu were of good omen. Burke was now re- 
warded by tl)e discovery that his labours had earned for 
him recognition and gratitude beyond the narrow limits 
of a rather exelusive party. Ho had before this attracted 
the nttontiun of the niorcantite public. The Company of 
Merchants trading to Africa voted him their thanks for his 
■hnre in supporting their establishments. The Committee 
of Trade at Mauchoater formally returned him their grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the active part that he had taken 
In tho buHinoss of the Jamaica free ports. But then Man- 
cheiiler returned no representative to Parliament. In two 
Parliainenls liurko had been elected for Wendover free of 
oxpenso. Lord Vomey's circnmstances were now so i 
bnrrniiod, that ho was obliged to part with the four seats 
Bt liii disposal to men who could pay for them. There 
hiul boon some talk of proposing Burke for Weatminater, 
and Wilkos, who was then omnipotent, promised him the 
Hupport of the popular party. But the patriot's memory 
was treacherous, and ho speedily forgot, for reasons of his 
own, an idea tliat had originated with himself, Burke's 
constancy of spirit was momentarily overclouded. " Some- 
times wlion I am alone," ho wrote to Lord Kockinghar 
(September 16, 1774), "in spite of all my eSorts,! fall 
into a melancholy which is inexpressible, and to which, if 
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I gave way, I should not continae long under it, bat must 
totally sink. Yet I do ssBiire yon tUat partly, and indeed 
principally, by ttic force of nahiVHl good spirits, and partly 
by a strong sense of what I ought to do, I bear up so well 
that no one who did not know them could easily discover 
the state of My mincl or ray circumstances. I have those 
that are dear to mc, for whom I must live as long as God 
pleases, and in what way he pleases. Whether I onght 
not totally to abandon tins public station for which I am 
so unfit, and have of course been so unfortunate, I know 
not." But ho was always saved from rash retirement from 
pnhlic business by two reflections. He doubted whether 
a man has a right to retire after he has once gone a certain 
length in these things. And he remembered that there 
are often obscure vexations in the most private life, which 
as eSectu:illy destroy a man's peace as anything that can 
occur in public contentions. 

Lord Rockingham offered his influence on behalf of 
Burke at Malton, one of the family boroughs in Yorkshire, 
and thither Burke in no iiigh spirits betook himself. On 
his way to the north he heard that be had been nominated 
for Bristol, but the nomination had, for certain electioneer- 
ing reasons, not been approved by the party. As it hap- 
pened, Burke was no sooner chosen at Malton than, owing 
to an unexpected turn of affairs at Bristol, the idea of pro- 
posing him for a candidate revived. Messengers were sent 
express to his house in London, and, not fiuding him there, 
they hastened down to Yorkshire. Burke quickly resolved 
that the offer was too important to be rejected. Bristol 
was the capital of the west, and it was still in wealth, pop- 
ulation, and mercantile activity the second city of the king- 
dom. To be invited to stand for so great a constituency, 
without any request of hia own and free of personal es- 



peBM, VAs A dislinction -which no politirian codM hold 
lightly. Barfce rose from the table where he was diiditg 
with eome of hb aupporters, stepped into a post~chat»e at 
HIS on a Tuesday evening, and travelled without a break 
nntil he reached Bristol on the Th«r*day afternoo a, hav- 
ing got over two hundred and seventy miles in forty-four 
houre. Not only did he eiecnte the jonrney withoat a 
broak, but, as he told the people of Bristol, with an exult- 
ing commemoration of his own zeal that recalls Cicero, he 
did not sleep for an in^tnut in the interval. The poll was 
kept open for a month, and the contest was the most tedi- 
ous that had ever been known in the city. New freemen 
were admitted down to the very last day of the election. 
At the end of it, Burke was second on the poll, and vraa 
declared to be duly chosen (November 3, 1774). Theie 
was a petition against his return, but the election was con- 
firmed, and he continued to sit for Bristol for six years. 

The situation of a candidate is apt to find ont a man's 
weaker places. Burko stood the test. He showed none 
of the petulant rage of those clamorous politicians whose 
flight, as he eaid, is winged in a lower region of the air. 
As the traveller stands on the noble bridge that now spans 
the valley of the Avon, he may recall Burke's local com- 
parison of these busy, angry familiars of an election, to the 
gulls that skim the mud of the river vhen it is exhausted 
of its tide. He gave his new friends a more important 
lesson, when the time came for him to thank them for the 
honour which they had just conferred upon him. His 
colleague had opened the subject of the relations between 
a member of Parliament and his constituents ; and had 
declared that, for his own part, he should regard the in- 
stmctiona of the people of Bristol as decisive and binding 
Burke in a weighty passage upheld a manlier doctrine. 
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" OErUinlf , gentlenun, it ooglit to b« the hsppmeaa and ^ry of a 
n^reeOLtatiTe to live in tlie stricCest uaion, the closesl correepoiul' 
•Doe, and the most uDreaerred communication with hia constituents. 
Their wighcs ougbl to have great weight with Mni ^ their opinions 
liigh respect, their buaineaa unremitted attention. It is his dut; to 
ncrifioe bis repose, his pleasure, his Batisfactiuns, to thifirs ; and abova 
iU, ever, and in all cases, tapvefn- their ioterest to his own. But hia 
ssed Dpiaion, Ms mature judgment, hid enlightened ixmsuencc, 
fo ouj^t not to sacrifice to jou, to an; man, or to any set of men 
Your representative owes you, not hia industry only, but his 
judgment ; and he betrays, inllead of serving you, if he sacrifices it 
to your opinion. 

"My worthy colleagne says, his will ought to bo subservient to 

Furs. If thut be all, the thing is innocent If goveroment were a 

atter of nill upon any aide.'yours, without question, uugbt to be an- 

irior. But goTcmment and legislation are matters of reason and 

judgment, and not of inclinatiou ; and what sort of reason is that in 

irhich the determioation precedes the discussion, iu which one let of 

deliberate and another decide, and where those who form the 

Mndusion are perhaps three hnodred miles dislut from those who 

r the arguments ? . . . AiU/iorUiiiive inatruclions, maiulatfs is- 

d, which the member is bound blindly aud implicitly to obey, to 

3 and to argue for, though contrary to the clearest convictions of 

judgment and conscience — these are things utterly unknown to 

the laws of this land, and which ariiie frooi a fundamental mistake 

eft^e whole order and tenour of our Constitution."' 

IT sis years the British electors were content to be 
Tepiesentcd by a man of tliis independeace. They never, 
however, really acquiesced in tbe principle that a member 
of Parliament owes as much to hia own convictions hs to 
the will of his constitnenta. In 1718 a bill was brought 
jnto Parliament, relaxing some of the restrictions imposed 
Upon Ireland by the atrocions fiscal policy of Great Brit- 
waa. The great mercantile centres raised a furious oatcry, 
■Dd Bristol was «b blind and as boisterous as Manchester 
' i^ieuh tti Iht BBntJution ofl/it Pell. 
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and Glaagow, Burlce not only spoke and voted in favouf 

of the commercial propOEitioDs, but urged that the pro- 
posed removal of reetrictions on Irish trade did not go 
nearly far enough. There waa none of that too familiar 
casuistry, by which public men argue themBclvea out of 
their consciences in a strange syllogism, that they can beat 
serve the country in Parliament; that to keep their seats 
they must follow their electors ; and that therefore, in the 
long run, they serve the country best by acquiescing in ig- 
norance and prejudice. Anybody can denounce an abuse. 
It needs valour and integrity to stand forth against a wrong 
to which our best friends are most ardently committed. 
It warms our hearts to think of the noble courage with 
which Burke faced the blind and vile selfishness of his 
own supporters. He reminded them that England only 
consented to leave to the Irish, in two or three instances, 
the use of the natural faculties which God had given them. 
He asked them whether Ireland waa united to Great Brit- 
ain for no other purpose than that we should counteract 
the bounty of Providence in her favour ; and whether, in 
proportion as that bounty had been liberal, we were to re- 
gard it as an evil to be met with every possible corrective I 
In our day there is nobody of any school who doubts that 
Burke's view of oar trade policy towards Ireland was ac- 
curately, absoJtttely, and magnificently right. I need not 
repeat the arguments. They made no mark on the Bris- 
tol merchants. Burke boldly told them that he would 
rather run the risk of displeasing than of injuriog them. 
They implored him to become their advocate. "I should 
only disgrace myself," he said ; " I should lose the only 
thing which can make such abilities as mine of any use to 
the world now or hereafter. I mean that authority which 
in derived from tho opinion that a member speaka the lau- 
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gnage of truth and sincerity, and that he is not ready to 
take np or lay down a great political system for the cun- 
venience of the hour; that he is in Parliament to support 
hia opinion of the public good, and does not form his opin- 
ion in order to get into Parliament or to continue in it.'" 
A amall instalment of hnmanity to Ireland was not 
more distasteful to the electors of Bristol, than a small 
instalment of toleration to Boman Catholics in England. 
A measure was passed (l7V8) repealing certain iniquitous 
penalties created by an act of William the Third. It is 
needless to say that this rudimentary concession to justice 
and sense was supported by Burke. His voters began to 
belieye that those were right who had said that he had 
been bred at Saint Omer's, was a Papist at heart, and a 
Jesuit in disguise. When the time came, summa dies et 
iwluetabile fatum, Burke bore with dignity and temper 
his dismissal from the only independent constituency that 
he ever represented. Years before be had warned a young 
man entering public life to regard and wish well to the 
common people, whom his best instincts and his highest 
duties lead him to love and to serve, but to put as little 
tmst in them as in princes, Burke somewhere describes 
an honest public life as carrying on s poor unequal conflict 
against the passions and prejudices of our day, perhaps 
with no better weapons than passions and prejudices of 



The six years during which Burke sat in Parliament for 
Bristol saw this conflici carried on under the most des- 
perate circumstances. They were the years of the civil 
war between the English at home and the English in the 
American colonies. Gcoi^e III. and Lord Nortii have been 
made scapegoats for sins which were not exclusively their 
' Tko letteri to gtrdlanen in BHslol, 1778. 
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own. Thoy were only the oi^ns and represeDtstives of 
all the lurking ignorance and arbitrary hnmonrs of the en- 
tin connnnnity. Burke diKloseH \a many places, that for 
once tlie King And Parliament did not act without the 
•yniprnthitta of the mass. In his famous speech at Bristol, 
in 17so, ho waa rebuking the intolerance of those who 
bitterly tnnntcd him for the support of the measure for 
the rolnxatiou of the Penal Code. "It is but too true," 
ho wtid in n passage worth remembering, "that the love, 
■nd cvim the very idea, of genuine liberty is ertremely 
rare. It is hiit too true that there arc many whose -whole 
tchemo of freodoni is made up of pride, pcrversencas, and 
insolence. Thoy feel themselves in a state of thraldom ; 
they imtiginG that their souls are cooped and cabined in, 
unleM thvy have some man, or some body of men, depend- 
ont on their mercy. The desire of having some one below 
them desoenda to those who are the very lowest of all ; 
and a Protestant cobbler, debased by his poverty, but ex- 
alted by his share of the rnling chnrch, feels a pride in 
knowing it is by his generosity alone that the peer, whose 
footman's instep he measnres, is able to keep his chaplain 
from a gaol. This disposition is the true source of the 
paaston which many men, in very humble life, have taken 
to the American war. Our subjects in America ; our 
colonies; our dependents. This lust of party power is 
the liberty they hunger and thirst for; and this Siren 
song of ambition has charmed ears that we would have 
thought were never organized to that sort of music." 

This was the mental attitude of a majority of the nation, 
and it was fortunate for them and for us that the yeomen 
and merchants on the other side of the Atlantic had a 
more just and energetic appreciation of the crisis. The 
insurgents, while achieving their own freedom, were indi- 
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rectly engaged in fighting the battle of the pcoplG of the 
mother country m well. Burke had a veliement aotrd- 
Bpondent who wrote to him (1777) that if the utter ruin 
of this country were to be tbc consequence of her persi^ 
ing in the claim to tax America, then he would ho the first 
to say, Let her perish ! I£ England prevails, said Horace 
Walpoie, English and American liberty is at an end; if 
one fell, the other would fall with it. Burlic, seeing this, 
" certainly never could and never did wiah," as he says of 
himself, "the colonists to be subdued by arms. He was 
fiilly persuaded that if such shouJd be the event, they must 
be held in that subdued state by a great body of standing 
forces, and perhaps of foreign forces. He was strongly of 
opinion that such armies, first victorious over Englishmen, 
in a conflict for English constitutional rights and priv- 
ileges, and afterwards habituated (though in America) to 
keep an KoglUh people in a state of abject subjectioD, 
would prove fatal in the end to the liberties of Engluid 
itself.'" The way for this remote peril was being sedu; 
loualy prepared by a widespread deterioration among pt^ 
nlar ideas, and a fatal relaxation of the hold which they 
had previously gained in the public mind. In order to 
prove that the Americans had do right to their liberties 
we were every day endeavouring to subvert the maxims 
which preserve the whole spirit of our own. To prove 
that the Americans ought not to be free, we were obliged 
to depreciate the valne of freedom itself. The material 
strength of the Govemment, and its moral strength alike, 
would have been reinforced by the defeat of the colonists, 
to such an extent as to have seriously delayed or even: 
jeopardized English progress, and therefore that of Europe 
too. As events actually fell out, the ferocious admiuistra' 
' Appeal /nan Ihe imu to tfu old H-'Sii'i. 
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tioD of the law in tho last fivo or ux ycare of the eigh- 
teenth ccnturj, was the retribution for the lethargy or ap- 
proval with which tho mass of the English community had 
watched the measures of the goveratnent against their fel- 
loW'EnglishmcD in America. 

It is not neceiwary here to follow Burke minutely 
through the successive stages of parlinmeutary action in 
the American war. He always defended the settlement of 
1766 ; the Stamp Act was repealed, and the constitutional 
supremacy and sovereign authority of the mother country 
wa» preserved in a Declaratory Act When the project 
of taxing the colonies was revived, and relations with them 
were becoming strained and dangerous, Burke eama for- 
ward with a plan for leaving the Goneral Assemblies of 
the colonies to grant supplies and aids, instead of giving 
and granting supplies ia Parliament, to be raised and paid 
in the eolonies. Needless to say that it was rejected, and 
perhaps it was not feasible. Henceforth Burke could only 
watch in impotence the blunders of government, and the 
disasters that befell the national arms. But his protests 
against the war will 1a.st as long as our literature. 

Of all Burke's writings none are 8o fit to secure unqual- 
ified and unanimous admiration as the three pieces on this 
momentous struggle: the Speech on American Taxation 
(April 19,1774); the Speech on Conciliation with Amer- 
ica (March 22, 1776); and the Letter to the Sheriffs of 
Bristol (1777), Together they hardly exceed the compass 
of the little volume which the reader now has in his hands. 
It is no exaggeration to say that they compose the most 
perfect manual in our literature, or in any literature, for 
one who approaches the study of public affairs, whether 
for knowledge or for practice. They are an example with- 
Eault of all the qualities which the critic, whether a 
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theorist or an actor, of great political sitoatiouB should 
strive by night and by day to poBseas. If the Bnbject with 
which they deal were leas near than it is to our interests 
and affections as free citizens, these three performauees 
would still abound in the lessons of an iocomparable polit- 
ical method. If their subject were as remote as the quar- 
rel between the Corinthians and Corcyra, or the war be- 
tween Rome and the Allies, instead of a conflict to which 
the world owes the opportunity of the most important of 
political experiments, we should still have everything to 
learn from the author's treatment ; the vigorous grasp of 
masses of compressed detail, the wide illumination from 
great principles of human experience, the strong and mas- 
culine feeling for the two great political ends of Justice 
and Freedom, the large and generous interpretation of ex- 
pediency, the morality, the vision, the noble temper. If 
ever, in the fulness of time — and surely the fates of men 
and literature cannot have it otherwise — Burke becomes one 
ot the half-dozen names of established and universal cur- 
rency in education and in common books, rising above the 
waywardness of literary caprice or intellectual fashioiiB, as 
Shakespere and Milton and Bacon rise above it, it will be 
the mastery, the elevation, the wisdom, of these far-shining 
discourses in which the world will in an especial degree 
recognize the combination of sovereign gifts with benefi- 
cent uses. 

The pamphlet on the Present Discontents is partially 
obscnred or mufQed to the modem reader by the space 
which is given to the cabal of the day. The Refiectiona 
on the French Revolution over-abounds in declamation, and 
— *part from its being passionately on one side, and that 
perhaps the wrong one — the splendour of the eloq-ience is 
out of proportion to the reason and the jadgmenL In the 
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[lieocB on tbe Ainrrican war, on the contrary, Bnrko om 
consoionB that lie cotild trust nothing to the sympatby or 
the preposNeasiom of his readers, and this put him upon an . 
unwonted persnuBiTeiicM. Hero it in roasou aud judgincut, 
not declamation ; lucidity, not passion ; thftt produces the- 
cSeetfl of eloquence. No cbolcr mxTs the page ; no puiple 
patch distraeta our minds from the penetrating force of the 
argummt ; no commonplaco is dressed up into a vague sab- 
limity. The cauae of freedom is made to wear its own 
pruper-robe of equity, Belf-conti'ol, and reasonableness. 

Not one, but nil those great idoU of tko political market- 
plaee whose worship and service hai cost the race so dear, 
are discovered and shown to bo the foolish uncouth stookB 
and stones that they arc. Fox once urged members of 
parliament to perase the «peeeh on Conciliation again and' 
again, to slndy it, to imprint it on their minds, to Impreaa 
it on:their liearts. But Fox only referred to the lossoa 
which he thought to he contained in. it, that rcpreseolA* 
tion is the sovereign remedy for every evil. This is by 
far the least important of its lessons. It is great in many 
ways. It is grcatust as a remonstrance and ua answer 
against the thriving sophisms of barbarous national pride, 
the eternal fuliacics of war and conquest; and here it is 
great, as all the three pieces on the subject are so, because 
they expose with unanswerable force ibe deep-lying fanlts 
of heart and temper, as well as of understanding, which 
move nations to haughty and violent courses. 

The great argument with those of the war party who 
pretended to a political defence of their position was the 
doctrine that. the English government was sovereign in the 
colonies aa at home ; and in the notion of sovereignty they 
.found inlicrent'tho notion of an indefeasible right to im- 
nd exact taxes. Having satisfied themselves of tha. 
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Gsistenco of this sovereignty, and of tlio right wliii^ thej 
took to be ita natural property, they saw do step betweGo 
the eiistence of an abstract right and the propriety of cd- 
forcing it We have seen an instance of a similar mode ot 
political thinking in our own lifetime. During the great 
civil war hetween the Northern and Southern States of the 
American Union, people in England convinced themselves 
— some after careful examination of documents, ojhers by 
Guroory glances at second-hand authorities — that the Soutii 
had a right to secede. The CQrrent of opiDion was pre- 
cisely similar in the struggle to which the United Stales 
DvteA their separate existence. Now the idea of a right aa 
ajnysterious and reverend abstraction, to be wor^ipped in 
a state of naked divorce from expediency and conveiiieace, 
was- one that Burke's political judgment found prcposter- 
ons and unendurable. He hated the arbitrary and despotto- 
savour which cluag about the English assumptions over 
the colonies. And his repulsion was heightened when he 
found that these assumptions were justified, not by some 
permanent advantage which their victory would procure 
for the mother country or for the colonies, or which would 
rept^ the cost of gaining such a victory ; not by the asser- 
tion and demonstration of some positive duty, bnt by the 
futile and meaningless doctrine that we had a right to do 
something or other, if we liked. 

The alleged compromise of the national dignity implied 
in>& withdrawal of the just claim of the government, in- 
^^ stead of convincing, only esaaperat«d him. " Shoiv the 
^^ thing, you contend for to be reaaon; show it to be com- 
^^ mon-senae ; show it to be the means of attaining some cse- 
^H fui end; and then I ara content to allow it what dignity 
^V yon please.'" The next year be took up the ground atiU 

^^M ' SpeetAon Americaa TtaaHtm, 
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more finnlj, and explained it iitill more impressively. Aa 
for the question of the right of taxation, he eiclaimcd, 
" It is less thftD nothing in my consideration. . . . My con- 
sideration is narrow, confined, and wholly limited to the 
policy of the question. I do not examine whether the 
giving away a man's money be a power excepted and re- 
served out of the general trust of Government . . . The 
question with me is not wheOier you have a right to ren- 
der- your people miveTabh, but whether it is no( your inter- 
est to make them, happy. It is not what a lawyer tella me 
I may do, bat what humanity, reason, and justice tell me I 
ought to do, I am not determining a point of law ; I am 
restoring tranquillity, and the general character and situa- 
tion of a people must detcrraine what sort of government 
is fitted for them." " I am not here going into the dis- 
tinctions of rights," ho cries, " not attempting to mark 
their boundaries, I do not enter into these metaphysicai 
distinctions, J hate the very sound of Ikem. This ia the 
true touchstone of all theories which regard man and the 
affairs of man : does it suit his nature in general 1 does it 
suit his nature as modiiied by his habits V He could not 
bear to think of having legislative or political arrange- 
ments shaped or vindicated by a delusive geometrical ac- 
curacy of deduction, instead of being entrusted to " the 
natural operation of things, which, left to themselves, gen- 
erally fall into their proper order," 

Apart from his incessant assertion of the principle that 
man acts from adequate motives relative to his interests, 
and not on metaphysical speculations, Burke sows, as he 
marches along in his stately argument, many a germ of 
the modem philosophy of civilization. He was told that 
1 worth fighting for. " Certainly it is," he 
answered, " if fighting a people be the best way of gaining 
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them." Every step that haa been takea in the direction 
of progress, not merely in empire, but in education, in 
punishment, in the treatment of the insane, has shown the 
Qcep wisdom, so unfamiliar in that age of ferocious penal' 
ties and brutal methods, of this truth — that " the natural 
effect of fidelity, clemency, kindness in governors, is peace, 
good-will, order, and esteem in the governed." Is there a 
single instance to the contrary? Then there is that sure 
key to wise politics : "Nobody shall persuade me, ushen 
a whole people are concerned, that actg of lenity are not 
mearu of coneiliation." And that still more famous 
tence, "I do itot know the method of drawing up an indict- 
ment affainst a whole people." 

Good and obaen-ant men will feel that no misty benev- 
olenee or vague sympathy, but the positive reality of 
periencG, inspired such passages as that where he says, 
" Never expecting to find perfection in men, and not look- 
ing for divine attributes in created beings, in my 
merce with my contemporaries I have found much human 
virtue. The age unquestionably produces daring profli- 
gates and insidious hypocrites? What then? Am I not 
to avail myself of whatever good is to be found in the 
world, because of the mixture of evil that is in it ! . . . 
Those who raise suspicions of the good, on account of the 
behaviour of evil men, are of the party of the latter. ... A 
conscientious person would rather doubt his own judg- 
ment, than condemn hia species. He that accuses all man- 
kind of corruption, ought to remember that ho is snre to 
convict only one. In truth, I should much rather admit 
those whom at any time I have disrelished the most, to be 
patterns of perfection, than seek a consolation to my own 
unworthiness in a general communion of depravity with 
all about me." This is one of those pieces of rational 
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constancy and mental wholeness in Bnrke, which fill np 
our admiration for him — one of the manifold illustrations 
of an invincible fidelity to the natural order and operation 
of things, even when they seemed most hostile to all that 
was dear to his own personality. 




TowABBs 1760 it began to be clear that ibe miniatera 
bad brought the conotry into disaater and bumiliatioo, 
from which their policy coDtuincd no way of escape. In 
the cloaing months of the American war, the Opposition 
premed minbtera with a vigour that ncTcr abated. Lord 
North bore their attacks with perfect good ■ humour. 
When Burke, in the course of a great oration, parodied 
Bnrgoyne's invitation to the Indians to repair to the 
King's standard, the wit and satire of it almost suffo- 
cated the prime minister, not with ahame but witb laQgh- 
ter. Eis heart had long ceased to be in the matter, and 
everybody knew that he only retmned bis post in obe- 
dience to the urgent importunities of the King, whilit 
such colleagues as Eigby ouly clung to their place because 
the salaries were endeared by long familiarity. The gen- 
eral gloom was accidentally deepened by that hideous out- 
break of fanaticism and violence, which is known as the 
Lord George Gordon Kiots (June, 1780). The Whigs, as 
having favoured the relaxation of the laws against pop- 
ery, were especially obnoxious to the mob. The govern- 
ment sent a guard of soldiers to protect Burke's bouse in 
Gbaries Street, St. James's ; but, after ho bad removed the 
more important of his papers, he insisted on the guard 
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being dispatched for the protection of more import&nt 

places, and he took shelter nuder the roof of General Bur- 
goync. His excellent wife, according to a letter of his 
brother, had " the firmneaa and sweetness of an angel ; 
bat why do I say of an angel! — of a woman." Barbe 
himself courageously walked to and fro amid the r^ing 
crowds with firm composure, though the experiment waa 
full of peril. He describes the mob as being made up, as 
London mobs generally are, rather of the onruly and dis- 
solute than of fanatical malignants, and he vehemently 
opposed any cooceaaions by Parliament to the spirit of 
iBtolerance which had first kindled the blaze. All the 
letters of the time show that the outrages and alarms of 
those days and Dlghts, in which the capital seemed to be 
at the mercy of a furious rabble, made a deeper impres- 
sion on the minds of contemporaries than they ought to 
have done. Burke was not likely to be less excited than 
others by the sight of such insensate disorder; and it is 
no idle fancy that he bad the mohs of 1780 still in his 
memory, when ten years later he poured out the vials of 
his wrath on the bloodier mob which carried the King 
ard Queen of France in wild triumph from Versailles to 
Paris. 

la tho previous February (1780) Burke had achieved 
one of the greatest of all his parliamentary and oratorical 
successes. Though the matter of this particular enter- 
prise is no longer alive, yet it illustrates his many strong 
quahties in so remarkable a way that it is right to give 
some account of it. We have already seen that Burke 
steadily set bis face against parliamentary reform ; he ha- 
bitually declared that the machine was well enough to 
answer any good purpose, provided the materials were 
sound. The statesman who resists all projects for the 
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reform of the conatitntion, and yet eagerly proclaims how 
deplorably imperfect are the practical reaiilts of its work- 
ing, binds himself to vigorous exertions for the amend- 
ment of administration. Burke devoted himself to this 
duty with a fervid assiduity that has not often been ex- 
ampled, and has never been surpassed. He went to work 
with the zeal of a religious enthusiast, intent on purging 
his church and his faith of the corruptions which lowered 
it in the eyes of men. There was no part or order of 
government so obscure, so remote, or so complex, as to 
escape his acute and persevering observation, 

Burke's object, in his schemes for Economical Reform, 
was less to husband the public resources and relieve tha 
tax-payer — though this aim could not have been absent 
from his mind, overburdened as England then was with 
the charges of the American war — than to cut off the 
channels which supplied the corruption of the House of 
Commons. The full title of the first project which he 
presented to the legislature (February, 1780), was A Plan 
for the Better Security of the Independence of Parlia- 
ment, and the Economical Reformation of the Civil and 
other Establishmente. It was t« the former that he deem- 
ed the latter to be the most direct road. The strength 
of the administration in the Honse was due to the gifts 
which the Minister had in his hands to dispense. Men 

I voted with the side which could reward their fidelity. It 
was the number of sinecure places and unpublished pen- 
sions which, along with the controllable influence of peers 
and nabobs, furnished the Minister with an irresistible 
lever: the avarice and the degraded public spirit of the 
recipients snpplied the required fulcrum. Burke knew 
that in sweeping away these factitious places and secret 
penuons, he would be robbing the Court of its chief im- 
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plemente of coimption, and protecting the repreSL'Dt&Ure 
against his chief niati?e in selling his country. He con- 
ceived that he would thus be promoting a far more infal- 
lible means than any scheme of electoral reform coold 
have provided, for reviving the integrity and indepen- 
dence of the House of Commons. In his eyes, the evil 
resided not in the constitnoncies, bat in tboir repreBcnta- 
tivea ; not in the small nnmber of the one, bnt in the 
smaller integrity of the other. 

The evil did not atop where it began. It was notmere- 
ly that the sinister motive, thos engendered in the minds 
of too lax and facile men, induced them to betrsy their 
legislative trust, and barter their own uprightness and the 
interests of the State. The acquisition of one of these ne- 
farious bribes meant much more than a sinister vote. It 
called into esiatenco a champion of every inveterate abnae 
that weighed on the resources of the country. There is a 
well-known passage in the speech on Economical Reform, 
in which the spoaker shows what an insurmountable obsta- 
cle Lord Talbot had found in his attempt to carry out cer- 
tain reforms in the royal household, in the fact that the 
turnspit of the King's kitchen was a member of Parlia- 
ment. "Gn that rock his whole adventure split — his 
whole scheme of economy wns dashed to pieces; his de- 
partment became more espensive than ever ; the Civil List 
debt accumulated." Interference with the expenses of the 
household meant interference with the perquisites or fees 
of this legislative turnspit, and the rights of sinecures were 
too sacred to be touched. In comparison with them, it 
counted for nothing that the King's tradesmen went un- 
paid, and became bankrupt ; that the judges were unpaid ; 
that " the justice of the kin^^dom bent and gave way ; the 
foreign ministers remained inactive and unprovided ; the 
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8f atem of Europe was dissolved ; the chain of otir sJliuicea 
waa broken : all the wheels of GoTernmcnt at home and 
abroad were etopped. The king's turmpit toas a member 
of Parliament.''" This office, and numbers of others ex- 
actly like it, existed solely because the House of Commons 
was crowded with venal men. The pot<t of royal scullion 
meant a vote that could be relied upon nnder every cir- 
cumstance and in all emergencies. And each incumbent 
of such an office felt his honour and interests concerned in 
the defence of all other offices of the same scandalous de- 
Bcriptioi:. There was thus niaint^ned a strong standing 
army of expensive, lax, and corrupting ofBcials. 

The royal household was a gigantic neat of costly job- 
bery and purposeless profusion. It retained all " the cum- 
brous chai^ of a Gothic establishment," tbongh all its 
asage and aceonimodation had " shrunk into the polished 
littleness of modem elegance." The outky was enormous. 
The eipenditure on the court tables only was a thing un- 
fathomable. Waste was the rule in every branch of it 
There was an office for the Great Wardrobe, another office 
of the Robes, a third of the Gh^oom of the Stole. For 
these three nueless offices there were three useless treasnr- 
efs. They all laid a heavy burden on the tax-payer, in ai- 
der to supply a bribe to the member of PariiamenL The 
plain remedy was to annihilate the subordinate treasuries, 
" Take away," was Burke's demand, " the whole establish- 
ment of detail in the household : the Treasurer, the Comp- 
troller, the Cofferer of the Household, tlio Treasurer of the 

' The Civil List at this time comprohendcd a great Dumber of 
charges, such aa tbose of whivh Burke apeaks, that had nothing to 
do witii the BovereigQ peraonallj. Tlicv were alowly rumoved, tie 
Judicial ftDd diplomatiu ehargGS being trunaferred on 
<rf WaUam IV. 
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Chamber, the Master of the Household, the whole Board 
of Oroon Cloth ; a vast nuinher of Bubordinate offices iu 
the department of the Steward of the Household ; the 
whole OBtablishment of the Great Wardrobe; the Remov- 
ing Wardrobe ; the Jewel Office ; the Robes ; the Board 
of Worka." The abolitiou of this coiifuaed and costly sjs- 
toin would not only diminish expense and promote effi- 
ciency ; it would do still more exetllent service in destroy- 
ing tho roots of parliamentary corroplion. " Under other 
governments a ijuestion of expense ia only a question of 
economy, and it is nothing more ; with ns, in every ques- 
tion of expense, there is always a mixture of constitutional 
oonaiderationa." 

Plaoea aud pensions, though the worst, were not by any 
mooni thu only sturnhling-hlock in the way of pnre and 
wull>ordorod government The nd ministration of the es- 
tntoB of the Crown — the Principality, the Duchy of Corn- 
wall, tlio Duchy of Lanoaster, tlie County Palatine of Ches- 
ter— wna an elaborate system of obscure aud unprofitable 
oxponditure. Wales had to herself eight judges, while no 
umro than twelvu sufficed to perform the whole business 
of jiutiuo in England, a country ten times as large, and a 
hundred times as opulent. Wales, and each of the duch- 
icK, hud its own exchequer. Every one of these principali- 
tioo, aniil Burke, has the apparatus of a kingdom, for the 
jurisdiction over a few private estates ; it has the formality 
»nd clinrge of the Exchequer of Great Britain, for collect- 
ing the rents of a country squire. They were the field, in 
his expressive phrase, of mock jurisdictions and mimic rev- 
enues, of difficult trifles and laborious fooleries. " It waa 
hut the other day that that pert factious fellow, the Dnko 
of LancAiiter, presumed to fly in the face of his liege lord, 
ear gracious sovereign — presumed to go to law with the 




v.] ECONOMICAL REFORM. 91 

King. The object is neither your hnBinesa nor mine. Whicli 
of the parties got the better I really forget. The material 
point is that the suit cost about 15,000^. But as the Duke 
of Lancaster is but agent of Duke Humphrey, and not 
worth a groat, our sovereign was obliged to pay the coats 
of both." The system which involved these costly absurd- 
ities, Burke proposed entirely to abolish. In the samo 
spirit he wished to dispose of the Crown lands and the 
forest lands, which it was for the good of the coiomuaitj, 
not less than of the Crown itself, to throw into the hands 
of private owners. 

One of the most important of these projected reforms, 
and one which its author did not flinch from carrying out 
two years later to bis own loss, related to the office of Pay- 
master. This functionary was accustomed to hold large 
balances of the public money in his own hands and for his 
own profit, for long periods, owing to a complex system of 
accounts which was bo rigorous as entirely to defeat its 
own object. The Paymaster could not, through the multi- 
phcity of forms and the exaction of impossible conditions, 
get a prompt acquittance. The audit sometimes did not 
take place for years after the accoants were virtually 
closed. Meanwhile, the money accumulated in his hands, 
and its profits were his legitimate perquisite. The first 
Lord Holland, for example, bold the balances of bis office 
from 1765, when he retired, until 1778, when they were 
audited. During this time he realized, as the interest on 
the use of these balances, nearly two hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds. Burke diverted these enormous gains 
into the cofEers of the state. He fixed tlie Paymaster's 
salary at four thousand pounds a year, and was himself tha 
first persou who accepted the curtailed income. 

Not the most fervid or brilliant of Burke's plecce, yet 
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Uto Spoooh on Koonomicol Befonn is certainly not the least 
in*tnictivo or impreMive of tbem. It gives a suggestive 
view of the rolntions cxi^tiuj; at that time between the 
lioUH of Commone and the Court. It rcveala the narrow 
wd UTi|>)itriotio spirit of the King and the ministers, who 
fioiild rusist propoattU so reafionablc in themselves, and so 
TCTnuclial in their effects, at a time when the nation was 
Miffiiriii^ till! heavy and distressing hurdens of the most 
rliMRtrou" wnr tliat our country has ever carried on. It 
in MpeeiRlly interosting as an illustration of its author's 
politu'jvl CHpncity, At a moment when com in it tees, and 
petitions, and groat county meetings showed how thor- 
oughly the national anger was roused against the ezisttog 
syit<nn, Diirlce came to the front of afiairs with a scheme, 
of wliiuh thfl most striking characteristic proved to be that 
it was profoundly tamperate. Bent on the extirpation of 
tJiQ syitom, he had do ill -will towards the men who had 
happuniM] to flourish in it. " I never will suSer," he said, 
" Mny iNati or description of men to saffcr from errors that 
naturally luwe grown out of the abusive constitution of 
thoNii uQIuut which I propose to regulate. If I cannot re- 
form with equity, I will not reform at all." Exasperated 
It* 111) WUH hy thu fruitlessncss of his opposition to a policy 
which he detested from the bottom of his soul, it wouhi 
have been little wonderful if he had resorted to every 
we*pnn of hi« unrivalled rhetorical armoury, in order to 
discredit and overthrow the whole scheme of government 
Yet nothing; could have been further from his mind tiuB 
any violent or extreme idea of this sort. Many years af- 
Uirwarda ho took credit to himself less for what he did on 
this occasion, than for what he prevented from being done. 
Prople were ready for a new modelling of the two Houses 
I Parliament, as well as for grave modificationB of the 
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Prerogative. Biirke resisted this lompcr utitlinchingly. 
" I had," he says, " a stale to preeerYe, as welt as a stata 
to reform. I liaj a people to gratify, but not to inflame 
or to mislead," He thra recounta without exa^eratiao 
the paine and caution with which he sought reform, while 
ateering clear of innovation. He heaved the lead every 
inch of way he made. It ia grievous to think that a man 
who conid assume such an attitude at such a time, who 
could give this kind of proof of bis skill in the great, the 
difficnlt,art of governing, only held a fifth -rata office for 
some tdme le«a than a twelvemonth. 

The year of the project of Economic Reform (l780) ia 
nsoally taken as the dale when Burke's influence and r&- 
pnte were at their height. He had not been tried in the 
fire of official responsibility, and his impetuosity was still 
under a degree of control which not long afterwards wa» 
fatally weakened by an over-roaatering irritability of con 
stitution. nigh as his character waa now in the ascend- 
ant, it was in the same year that Burko suffered the sharp 
mortification of losing his seat at Bristol. His speech be- 
fore the election is one of the heat known of all his per- 
formances ; and it well deserves to be so, for it is sui-paased 
by none in gravity, elevation, and mora! dignity. We can 
only wonder that a constituenc}' which could suffer itself 
to he addressed on this high level should have allowed the 
small selfishness of local interest to weigh against sneli 
wisdom and nobility. But Burke soon found in the course 
of his canvas that he bad no chance, and he declined to 
go to the poll. On the previous day one of his competi- 
tors had fallen down dead. " What »hadow» we are" said 
Burke, " and what ihadowi we pursue P' 

In 1782 Lord North's government came to an end, and 
the King " was pleased," as Lord North qaoted with jeat- 
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ing irony from the OaEette, to send for Lord RocHngham, 
Charles Fox, and Lord SLclburne. Members could hardlr 
believe thoir own eyes, na they saw Lord North and the 
members of a government which had been in place for 
twelve years, now lounging on the opposition benches in 
their greatcoats, frockd, aud boots, while Fos and Burke 
shone in the full dress that was then worn by ministers, 
and cut unwonted fignrcB nith swords, lace, and h^r pow- 
der. Sheridan was made an under-secretary of state, and 
to the younger Pitt was offered his choice of various mi- 
nor posts, which he haughtily refused. Burke, to whom 
on their own admission the party owed everything, was 
appointed Paymaster of the Forces, with a salary of four 
thousand pounds a year. His brother, Richard Burke, 
was made Secretary of the Treasury. His son, Richard, 
was named to be his father's deputy at the Pay Office, 
with a salary of five hundred pounds a year. 

This singular exclusion from cabinet ofGce of the most 
powerful genius of the party has naturally given rise to 
abundant criticism ever since. It will he convenient to 
say what there is to he said on this subject, in connexion 
with tho events of 1783 (below, p. 136), because there hap- 
pens to exist some useful information aboat tho ministe- 
rial crisis of that year, which sheds a clearer light upon the 
arrangements of six years before. Meanwhile it is enough 
to say that Burke himself had most reasonobly looked to 
iome higher post. There is the distinct note of the bu- 
mility of mortified pride in a letter written in reply to 
some one who had applied to him for a place. " Yon 
hive been misinformed," he says ; " I make no part of 
the ministerial arrangement. Something in the official 
line may possibly be thought fit for my measure," Burke 
know that his position in the conntry entitled him to 
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something above the official line. In a later year, when 
be felt himself called upon to defend hia pension, he de- 
scribed what his position was in the momentous crisis from 
1780 to 1782, and Burke's habitual veraciouaneBS forbids 
ua to treat the description as in any way exaggerated. 
" By what accident it matters not," he says, " nor upon 
what desert, but just then, and in the midst of that hunt 
of obloquy which has ever pursued me with a full cry 
through life, I had obtained n very full degree of public 
confidence. . . . Nothing to prevent disorder was omitted; 
when it appeared, nothing to subdue it was left uncoun- 
aelSed nor unexecuted, as far as I could prevail. At the 
time I speak of, and having a momentary lead, so aided 
and so encouraged, and as a feeble instrument in a mighty 
hand — I do not say I saved my country — I am sure I did 
my country important service. There were few indeed 
that did not at that time acknowledge it — and that time 
was thirteen years ago. It was but one view, that no man 
in the kingdom better deserved an honourable provision 
should be made for him.'" 

We have seen that Burke had fixed the Paymaster's 
salary at four thousand pounds, and bad destroyed the ex- 
travagant perquisites. The other economical reforms which 
were actually effected fell short by a long way of those 
which Burke had so industriously devised and so forcibly 
recommended. In 1782, while Burke declined to spare 
his own office, the chief of the cabinet conferred upon 
Barre a pension of over three thousand a year; above ten 
times the amount, as has been said, which, in Lord Rock- 
ingham's own judgment, as expressed in the new Bill, 
ought henceforth to be granted to any one person whatr 
ever. Tliia shortcoming, however, does not detract from 

' Zelier to a Noble Lord. 
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Burko'i morit. Ho iras not responsible for it Tlie elo- 
i)ttunco, ingenaity, (lili^ncc, above all, the sagacity and the 
JMtioa of this great effort of liSO, are none tha leas wor- 
thy of our adminttion and rt^rd because, in 1T83, his 
chief*, partly perhaps out of a newborn duference for the 
feeaiijjs ot tboir royal master, showed that the posseseion 
of ofiiuu Irnd wunibly cooled the ardent aspirationa proper 
to OppositioD. 

The events of the twenty months between the resigna- 
tion of Lord Nortli (1 782) and the accession of Pitt to the 
ol&co of Prime Minister (December, 1763) mark an im- 
purUnt eri»i» in political history, and they mark an irapor- 
taiit crisis in linrlie's career and hoj>eB. Lord Kocking- 
hani had jnst been three months in office when he died 
(July, 1783). This dissolved the bond that held the two 
Mjctiiins of the ministry together, and let loose a flood of 
rival ambitions and sharp animosities. Lord Shelbume 
believed lumsatf to have an irresistible claim to the chief 
post in tbu administration ; among other reasons, because 
bo might have had it before Lord Rockingham three 
months osrllor, if he had so chosen. The King supported 
hlni, »ot from any partiality to bis person, but because ho 
drmded Mid hated Clinrles Pox. The character of Shel- 
btsrae is one of the perplexitiea of the time. His views on 
peace and free trade make him one of the precursors of 
the Manchester School. No minister was so well inform- 
ed as to tlie threads of policy in foreign countries. He 
WW the intimate or the patron of men who now stand out 
OS among the first lights of that time — of Mordlet, of 
Priestley, of Bentham. Yet a few months of power seem 
to ha»u disclosed faults of oharaeter which left him with^ 
out ft single potitkal friend, and bliglited him with irrepa- 
rable discredit, Fox, who was now the head nf the Rock- 
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iiig;hain section of the Whigs, had, before the death of tha, 
late premier, been on the point of refusing to serve any 
longer with Lord Shelbnrne, and be now very promptly 
refnaed to serve under him. When Parliament met after 
Rockingham's death, gossips noticed that Fox and Burke 
continued, long after the Speaker had taken the chair, to 
walk backwards and forwards in the Court of Requests, 
engaged in earnest conrersation. According to one story, 
Burke was very reluctant to abandon an office whose emol- 
mnents were as convenient to him as to his spendthrift 
colleague. According to another and more probable lo- 
gend, it was Burke who hurried the rupture, and stimula- 
ted Fox's jealonay of Shelbarne. The Duke of Richmond 
disapproved of the aeceasion, and remained in the govern- 
ment. Sheridan also disapproved, but he sacrificed his 
personal conviction to loyalty to Fox. 

If Burke was responsible for the hreak-up of the gov- 
ernment, then he was the instigator of a blunder that must 
be pronounced not only disastrons but culpable. It low- 
ered the legitimate spirit of party to the nameless spirit of 
faction. The dangers from which the old liberties of tha 
m bad just emei^ed have been described by no one so 
forcibly as by Burke hiioselF, No one was so eonvineed 
« Burke that the only way of withstanding the arbitrary 
and cormptiog policy of the Court was to form a strong 
Whig party. No one knew better than he the sovereign 
importance and the immense difficulty of repairing tho 
Q of the last twelve years by a good peace. The Rock- 
ingham or Fosite section were obviously unable to form 
an effective party with serious espeetation of power, on- 
less they had allies. They might, no doubt, from person- 
al dislike to Lord Shelbnrne, refuse to work under him ; 
but personal dislike conld be no excuse for formally and 






■♦iolently working against him, when his policy was their 
own, and when its success was recognized by them no less 
than by Mm as of urgent moment. Instead of either 
Torking wilb the other section of their party, or of sup- 
porting from below the gangway that which was the poli- 
cy of both sections, they sought to return to power by 
coalescing with the very man whose criminal subservience 
to the King's will had brought about the catastrophe that 
Bholburne was repairing. Burke must share the bbme of 
thiB famous transaction. He was one of the most furious 
UMUlants of the new ministry. Ee poured oat a froah in- 
tective against Lord Shotbume every day. Cynical con- 
temporaries laughed aa they saw him in search of more 
Bud more humiliating parallels, ransacking all literature 
from the Bible and the Roman history down to Mother 
Goose's tales. His passion carried him so far aa to breed 
» reaction in those who listened to him. " I think," wrote 
Mason from Yorkshire, where Burke bad been on a visit 
to Lord Kitzwilliam in the autumn of 1782, "that Burke's 
mad obloquy against Lord Shelbume, and these insolent 
pamphleU in which he must have had a hand, will do 
motv to fix him (Shelbume) in his office than anything 
else." 

This result would have actually followed, for the nation 
was ill pleased at the immoral alliance between the Fok- 
Uoa and the man whom, if they had been true to their 
opinibns a thousand times repeated, they ought at that 
moment to have been impeaching. The Dissenters, who 
bad hitherto been his enthusiastic admirers, but who are 
rigid above other men in their demand of political con- 
Mstency, lamented Burke's fall in joining the Coalition, as 
Priestley told him many years after, as the fall of a friend 
'•»iid a brother. But Shelbume threw away the game. 
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" Hia falsehoods," Bays IIoToce Walpolc, " his flatterie*, 
duplicity, insincerity, arrogance, contradictions, neglect of 
his friends, with all the kindred of all these faults, nere 
the daily topics of contempt and ridicule; attd his folly 
sLut hia eyes, nor did be perceive that so very rapid a fail 
must have been owing to his own incapacity," This is 
the teatimony of a hostile witness. It is borne out, how- 
ever, by a circuraatance of striking significance. When 
the King recovered the reins at the end of 1783, not only 
did he send for Pitt instead of for Shelfaurne, but Pitt 
himself neither invited Shelburne to join him, nor in any 
way ever consiklted bim then or afterwards, though he 
had been Chancellor of the Exchequer in Shelbume's own 
administration. 

Whatever the causes may have been, the administration 
fell in the spring of 1783. It was succeeded by the mem- 
orable ministry of the Coalition, in which Fox and Lord 
North divided the real power under the nominal lead of 
the Dute of Portland. Members saw Lord North squeezed 
up on the Treasury bench between two men who had a 
year before been daily menacing him with the axe and 
the block ; and it was not North whom they blamed, but 
Burke and Fox. Burke had returned to the Pay Office. 
His first act there was unfortunate. He restored to their 
position two elerks who had been suspended for malversai- 
tion, and against whom proceedings were then pending. 
"When attacked for this in the House, he showed an irri- 
tation which would have carried him to gross lengths. If 
Fox and Sheridan had not by main force pulled him down 
into his seat by the tails of hia coat. The restoration of 
the clerks was an indefensible error of judgment, and its 
indiscretion was heightened by the kind of defence which 
Burke tried to set np. When we wonder at Burke's ex- 
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oIdmod from great offices, tLis cane of PottbII and Bern- 
bridge should not be forgotten. 

Tlie decisive evenl in the biatory of the Coulition Gov- 
ernment waa the India Bill. The Reports of the various 
select committees ii|ioii Indian affiurs — the most important 
of them idl, the ninth and eleventh, havinv been drawn up 
by Burke himself — hitd shown concliifiively that the e\- 
isting system of government was tboronghly comtpt and 
thoranghly inadequate. It is ascertained pretty coneln- 
aively that the bill for replacing that aystcm was conceived 
and drawn by Burke, and that to him belongs whatever 
merit or demerit it might posKCss. It was Burke who in- 
fected Foi with bis own arduur, and then, as Moore just- _ 
ly says, the self-kindling power of Fox's ckujuonce threw 
such fire into his defence of the measnri?, tiiat he forgot, 
and his bearers never found out, that his views were not 
originally and spontaneously his own. The novelty on 
which tJie great stress of diacusaion was laid, was that the 
bill withdrew power from the Board of Directors, and veat- 
ed the government for four years in a commission of seven 
persons named in the bill, and nob removable by the Hoase. 

Burke was so convinced of the incurable iniijuity of the 
Company, so persuaded that it was not only full of abuses, 
but, aa be said, one of the mo»t corrupt and destructive 
tyrannies that probably ever existed in the world, as to be 
content with nothing short of the absolute deprivation of 
its power. He avowed himself no lover of names, and 
that he only contended for good government, from what- 
ever quarter it might come. But the idea of good gov- 
ernment coming from the Company he declared to be 
desperate and untenable. This intense animosity, which, 
considering his long and close familiarity with the infa- 
of the role of the Company's servants, was not nn- 
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natural, must be allowed, bow^veB;(o_.bave blinded him ta 
tlte grave objections which reairj- existed Jo hia echeme. 
In the first place, the Bill was indisputably .'iaconsiBtent 
with the spirit of hia revered Constitution. ' •Eill'l^'e, legis- 
lature to assume the power of naming the membeCs p^^a, 
executive body, was an extraordiuary and miscbievous-iji-;'" 
novation. Then, to put patronage, which has been eati-' . 
mated by a sober authority at about three hundred thon- 
saod pounds a year, into the hands of the House of Com- 
moQB, was still more mischievous and still less justifiable. 
Worst of all, from the point of view of the projectora 
themselves, after a certain time the nomination of the 
Commissioners would fall to the Crown, and this might in 
certain contingencies iucrcase to a most dangerous extent 
the ascendancy of the royal authority. If Burlcc''e measure 
had been carried, moreover, the patronage wonld have been 
transferred to a body much less competent than the Direct- 
ors to judge of the qualities required in the fulfilment of this 
or that administrative charge. Indian promotion would 
have followed parliamentary and party interest. In the 
hands of the Directors there was at least a partial security, 
in their professional knowledge, and their personal interest 
in the success of their government, that places would not 
be given away on irrelevant conaderations. Their system, 
with all its faults, insured the acquisition of a certain con- 
siderable conipet«ncy in administration, before a servant 
reached an elevation at which he could do much harm. 

Burke defended the bill (December 1, 1783) in one of 
the speeches which rack only below his greatest, and it 
contains two or three passages of unsurpassed energy and 
unpressiveneas. Everybody knows the fine page about 
PoK as the descendant of Henry IV. of France, and the 
happy quotation from Siltus Italicus. Every book of Brit- 
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iBh eloquence conl^iniJjitk.tnagniSceiil description of the 
^oung magist Ates Vffiv iinderlske tbc governmeDt and the 
Bpoliatioa>,(jf In^is; how, "tmimated with alt the avarice 
of agg'^firi/sM'the impetuosity of yonth, they roil in one 
.^f^er, atiTther, wave after wave; and there is nothing be- 
'•f^re the eyes of the natives but an eudleaa, hopeless proa- 
. *poct of new flights of birds of prey nnd of passage, witt 
appetites continually renewing for a food that is con- 
tinually wasting," How they return home laden with 
apoil ; " their prey is lodged in England ; and the cries of 
India are given to seas and winds, to be blown about, in 
every breaking up of the monsoon, over a remote and un- 
bearing ocoin." How in India all the vices operate by 
which sadden fortune is acquired; while in England are 
often displayed by the same person the virtues which dis- 
pense hereditary wealth, so that "here the manufacturer 
and the husbandman wil! bless the just and punctual hand 
that in India has torn the cloth from the loom, or wrested 
the scanty portion of rice and salt from the peasant of 
Bengal, or wrung from him the very opium in which he 
forgot his oppression and his oppressors." 

No degree of eloquence, however, could avail to repair 
faults alike in atnictare and in tactics. The whole design 
was a masterpiece of hardihood, miscalculation, and mia- 
nianagement. The combination of interests against the 
bill was instant, and it was indeed formidable. The great 
army of vetumed nabobs, of directors, of proprietors of 
Eaift India stock, rose up in all its immense force. Every 
member of every corporation that enjoyed privilege by 
charter felt the attack on the Company as if it had been 
a blow directed against himself. The general public had 
no particular passion for purity or good government, and 
the best portion of tbc public was disgusted with thif 
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Coalition. The King saw his chance. With politic audac- 
ity Lb put BO strong a personal pressure on the peers, that 
they threw out the Bill (December, 1783). It was to no 
purpose that Fox compared the lords to the Janiaaariea of 
a Turkish Sultan, and the King's letter to Temple to the 
rescript in which Tiberius ordered the upright Sejanus to 
be destroyed. Ministers were diamisBed, the young Pitt 
was installed in their place, and the Whigs wore ruined. 
As a party, they had a few months of office after Pitt's 
death, but they weie excluded from powerforhalf a century. 
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I'douoH Burke had, at a critical period of his life, definite- 
ly abandoned the career of letters, he never withilrew from 
close intimacy with the groups who still live for us in the 
p^es of Boawell, as no other literary group in our history 
Uvea, Goldsnaith's famous linos in Retaliation show how 
they all deplored that ho should to party give up what 
was meant for mankind. They often told one another 
that Edmund Burke was the man whose genius pointed 
bim out as the triumphant champion of faith and sound 
philosophy against deism, atheism, and David Hume. 
They loved to see him, as Goldsmith said, wind into his 
subject like a serpent. Everybody felt at the Literary 
Club that be had no superior in knowledge, and in col- 
loQuial dialectics only one equaL Garrick was there, and 
of all the names of the time he is the man whom one 
would perhaps most willingly have seen, because the gifts 
which threw not only Englishmen, but Frenchmen like 
Diderot, and Germans like Lichtenherg, into amazement 
and ecstasy, are exactly those gifts which literary descrip- 
tion can do least to reproduce. Burke was one of his 
strongest admirers, and there was no more zealous attend- 
ant at the closing series of performances in which the 
great monarch of the stage abdicated his throne. In the 
last pages that he wrote, Burke refers to his ever dear 
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friend Gatricb, dead nearly twenty years before, as the first 
of actors, because he was the acutest observer of tiatare 
that he had ever known. 

Among men who pass for being more serions than 
plsjers, Hi>bertson was often in London society, nnd he 
attracted Barke by his lunreness and breadth. Uc scot 
a copy of his history of America, and Burke ibanked 
him with many stately compliments for having employed 
philosophy to judge of manners, and from manners hav- 
ing drawn new resources of philosophy. Gibbon was 
there, but the bystanders felt wliat was too crwdely ex- 
pressed by Mackintosh, that Gibbon might have been taken 
from a comer of Biirke'a mind without aver being missed. 
Though Bnrke and Gibbon constantly met, it ie not like- 
ly that, until the Revolution, there was much intimacy be- 
tween them, in spite of the respect which each of them 
might well have had for the vast Imowledge of the other. 
When the Decline and Fall was published, Barke read it 
aa everybody else did; but he told Reynolds that he dia- 
liked the style, aa very affected, mere frippery and tinseh 
Sir Joshua himself was neither a man of letters nor a keen 
politician ; but he was full of literary ideas and interosts, 
and he was among Biirkc'a warmest and most constant 
friends, following him with an admiration and reverence 
thfit even Johnson sometimes thought excessive. The 
reader of Reynolds's famous Discourses will probably share 
the wonder of his contemporaries, that a man wIiohc time 
was so absorbed in the practice of his art should have 
proved himself so excellent a master in the expression of 
some of its principles. Burke was commonly credited 
with a lat^e share in their composition, hut the evidonra 
goes no further than that Reynolds used to talk them over 
with him. The friendship H"tw«n the pair was full rod 



unalloyed. What Burte admired in the great artist was 
bis aenae and Hs morals, no less than Mb genius; and to a 
man of his fervid and excitable temper there was the most 
attractive of all charms in Sir Joshua's placidity, gentle- 
ness, eTennesa, and the habit, as one of his friends described 
it, of heing the same al! the year round. When Reynolds 
died in i'fd2, he appointed Burke one of his esecutors, 
and left him a legacy of two thousand pounds, besides 
cancelling a bond of the same amount. 

Johnson, however, is the only member of that illnatrions 
company who can profitably bo compared with Burke in 
strength and impressivenesa of personality, in a large sensi- 
bility at once serious and genial, in brooding care for all 
the fulness of haman life. This striking pair were the 
two complements of a single noble and solid type, holding 
tenaciously, ia a century of dissolvent speculation, to the 
best ideas of a society that was slowly passing; They 
were powerless to hinder the inevitable transformation. 
One of them did not even dimly foresee it. But both of 
them help us to understand how manliness and Veverence, 
strength and tenderness, love of truth and pity for man, 
all flourished under old institutions and old ways of think- 
ing, into which the forces of the tinie were even then 
silently breathing a new spirit. The friendship between 
Burke and Johnson lasted as long as they lived ; and if 
we remember that Johnson was a strong Tory, and de- 
clared that the first Whig was the devil, and habitually 
talked about cursed Whigs and bottomless Whigs, it is 
an extraordinary fact that his relations with the greatest 
Whig writer and politician of his day were marked by a 
cordiality, respect, and admiration that never varied nor 
wavered. "Burke," he said in a well-known passage, "is 
sncb a man that if yon met him for the first time in the 
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street, where you were stopped by a drove of oxen, and 
you and lie stepped aside to take shelter but for five min- 
utes, he'd talk to you in sucU a manner that, when yoa 
parted, you would say, This is an cstraordinary man. He 
is never what we would call humdrum ; never unwilling to 
begin to talk, nor in haste to leave off." That Burke was 
as good a listener as he was a talker, Johnson never would 
allow. " So desirous is he to talk," he said, " that if one 
is talking at this end of the tahie, he'll talk to somebody 
at the other end." Johnson was far too good a critic, 
and too honest a man, to assent, to a remark of Robert- 
son's, that Burke had wit, " No, sir," said the sage, most 
truly, " he never succeeds there. 'Tis low, 'tis conceit." 
Wit apart, he described Burke as the only man whose 
common conversation corresponded to his general fame in 
the world ; take up whatever topic you might please, he 
was ready to meet you. When Burke found a seat in 
Parliament, Johnson said, " Now we who know Burke, 
know that he will be one of the first men in the country," 
He did not grudge that Burke should be the first man in 
the House of Commons, for Burke, he said, was always 
the first man everywhere. Once when he was ill, some- 
body mentioned Burke's name. Johnson cried out, " That 
lellow calls forth all mj powers; were I to sec Burke 
now it would kill me." 

Burke heartily returned thia high appreciation. When 
some flatterer hinted that Johnson had taken more than 
his right share of the evening's talk, Burke said, " Nay, 
it is enough for mc to have rung the bell for him." Soma 
one else spoke of a successful imitation of Johnson's style. 
Bnrko with vehemence denied the success; the perform- 
ance, he said, had the pomp, but not the force of the orig- 
inal ; the nodosities of the oak, hut not its strength ; the 
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cODtortions of the sibyl, but nooe of the iDepiration. 
When Burke showed the old sage of Bolt Court over hia 
fine house and pleasant gardens at Beaconsfield, Non in- 
video tqtiiiiem, Johueon said, with placid gO[>d-wlll, miror 
nuigU. They always parted Id the deep and pregnant 
phrase of a si^je of our own day, except in opinion not dis- 
agreeing. In truth, the eiplanation of the sympathy be- 
tween them is not far to aeek. We may well believe that 
Johnson was tacitly alive to the essentially conservative 
spirit of Burke even in hia most WHiiggish days. And 
Burke penetrated the liberality of mind in a Tory, who 
called out with loud indignation that the Insh were in ft 
most nnnatural state, for there the minority prevailed over 
the majority, and the severity of the persecution exercised by 
the Protestants of Ireland against the Catholics, exceeded 
that of the ten historic persecutions of the Christian ChurcL 
The parties at Beaconsficld, and tho evenings at the 
Turk's Head in Gerard Street, were contemporary with the 
famous days at Holbach'e country house nt OrandvaL 
When we think of tho reclcless themes that were so reck- 
lessly discussed by Holbach, Diderot, and the rest of that 
indefatigable band, we feel that, as against the French 
philosophic party, an English Tory like Johnson and an 
English Whig like Burke wonld have found their own 
differences too minute to be worth considering. If the 
gronp from the Turk's Head could have been transported 
for an afternoon to Grandvol, perhaps Johnson would have 
been the less impatient and disgusted of the two. He had 
the capacity of the more genial sort of casuist for playing 
with subjects, even moral subjects, with tho freedom, I'er- 
satility, and ease that arc proper to literature. Burke, on 
the contrary, would not have failed to see, as indeed we 
know that he did not fail to see, that a. social pandemo- 
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ity, and all those mjBteries and pieties of hm 
wliich ha^e been Banctified by the reverence of ages, were 
being busily pulled to pieces, as if they had been toys in 
the hands of a company of sportive children. Even the 
Beffffar's Opera Burke could not endure to hear praised 
for it« wit or its music, because bis mind was filled by 
thought of its misplaced levity, and he only saw the mis- 
chief whicb such a performance tended to do to society. 
It would be hard to defend his judgment in this particular 
case, bat it serves to show how Burke was never content 
with the literary point of view, and how ready and vigilant 
he was for effects more profound than those of formal 
criticism. It is true that Johnson was sometimes not less 
austere in condemning a great work of art for its bad 
morality. The only time when he was really angry with 
Hannah More was on his finding that she bad read Tom 
Jones — that vicious book, he called it ; he hardly knew a 
more corrupt work. Burke's tendency towards severity 
of moral judgment, however, never impaired the geniality 
and tenderness of his relations with those whom he loved. 
Bennet Langton gave Boawell an affecting account of 
Bnrke's last interview with Johnson. A few days before 
the old man's death, Btirkc and fonr or five other friends 
were sitting round his bedside. " Mr. Burke said to him, 
' I am afraid, sir, such a number of us may be oppressive 
to yon.' ' No, sir,' said Johnson, ' it is not so ; and I must 
be in a wretched state, indeed, when your company is not 
a delight to me.' Mr. Burke, in a tremulous voice, expres- 
sive of being very tenderly affected, replied, ' My dear sir, 
you have always been too good to me.' Immediately af* 
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VI.] CRABBE. Ill 

Eusebius is intended for Biirke, and the portrait is a lit- 
erary tribute for more substantial services. "VVhen Crabbe 
came up from his native Aldboroogh, with tliree pounds 
and a case of surgical instruments in his trunk, be fondly 
believed that a great patron would be found to watch over 
his transformation from an unsuccessful apothecary into a 
popular poeL Ho wrote to Lord North and Lord Shcl- 
burne, but they did not answer bis letters ; booksellers re- 
turned his copious manuscripts ; the three pounds gradu- 
ally disappeared; the surgical inetrumcnts went to the 
pawnbroker's ; and the poet foand himself an outcast on 
the world, without a friend, without employment, and 
without bread. He owed money for his lodging, and was 
on the very eve of being sent to prison, when it occurred 
to him to write to Burke. It was the moment (1781) 
when the final struggle with Lord North was at its fiercest, 
and Burke might have been absolved if, in the stress of 
conflict, he had neglected a begging-letter. As it was, the 
manliness and simplicity of Crabbe's application touched 
him. Ho immediately made an appointment with the 
young poet, and convinced himself of his worth. Ho not 
only relieved Crabbe's immediate distress with a sum of 
money that, as wo know, came from no affluence of his 
own, but carried him o9 to Beaconsfield, installed him 
there as a member of the family, and took as much pains 
to find a printer for The Library and The Village, as if 
they had been his own poems. In time he persuaded tho 
Bishop of Norwich to admit Crabbe, in spite of his want 
of a tegular qualification, to holy orders. He then com- 
mended him to the notice of Lord Chancelloi Tburlow. 
Crabbo found the Tiger less formidable than his terrifying 
reputation, for Tburlow at their first interview presented 
him with a hundred-pound note, and afterwards gave him 



a living. The iiviug waa of no pvat value, it i« irne; and 
it WW Burke who, with uotiiing friendship, HUcQeeded in 
prooanng something like a Buhstuntiol positiou for him, t^ 
inducing the Duke ot Ratl^ind to make the younjr parson 
his chaplain, tleucefoith Crabbe's career was assured, and. 
be never forgot to revere and bless the man to wboao gea- 
erons hand he owed his deliverance. 

Another of Burke's clients, of whom we hurdly know 
whether to say that he b more or les« known Ui uur age 
than Crabbe, is Barry, a paiutcr of dii^pntable eminence. 
The son of a seafarer at Cork, he had been introdnced to 
Burke in Dublin in 17fl2, was brought over to England by 
him, introduced to some kind of employment, and linalty 
sent, with funds provided by the Burkes, to study art on 
the Continent. It was characteristic of Burke's willing- 
ness not only to supply money, but, what is a far raror 
form of kindness, to take active trouble, that ho should 
have followed the raw student with long and careful let- 
ters of advice upon the proper direction of his studies. 
For five years Barry was maintained abroad by the Burkes. 
Most unhappily for himself, he was cursed with an irritable 
and perverse temper, and he lacked even the elementary 
arts of conduct, Burke was generous to the end, with 
that difficult and uncommon kind of generosity which 
moves independently of gratitude or ingratitude in the 
receiver. 

From his earliest days Burke had been the eager friend 
of people in distress. While he was still a student at the 
Temple, or a writer for the booksellers, he picked up a 
curious creature in the park, in such unpromising ciroum- 
stancea that he could not forbear to take him under his 
instant protection. This was Joseph Emin, the Armenian, 
who had come to Europe from India with strange heroic 
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ideas in his bead as to the deliverance of his conntryinen. 
Barka itistnntl}' urged him to accept tho few shillingg that 
he happened to have in his purse, ttnd eeems to have found 
employment for him as a copyist, until fortune brought 
other openings to tho singular adventurer. For foreign 
visitors Burke had always a singular considerateness. 
Two Brahmins came to England as agents of Ri^onaut 
Rao, and at first underwent intolerable things rather from 
the ignorance than the unkindnesa of our countrymen. 
Burke no sooner found out what was passing, than he car- 
ded them down to BeaconsliBld, and as it was summer' 
time he gave them for their separate use a spacious gar- 
den-houso, where they were free to prepare tlioir food and 
perform the rites as their religion prescribed. Nothing 
was so certain to command hia fervid sympathy as strict 
adherence to tlie rules and ceremonies of au ancient and 
sacred ordering. 

If he never failed to perform the offices to which we 
arc bound by the common sympathy of men, it is satis- 
factory to think that Burke in return received a measure 
of these friendly services. Among those who loved him 
best was Doctor Brocklesby, the tender physician who 
watched and soothed the last hours f J hn on. When we 
remember how Burke's soul wa ha assed b private cares, 
chagrined by the untoward ourse of pul lie events, and 
mortified by neglect from f end n 1 ban by virulent 
reproach from foes, it makes u f 1 y kindly towards 
Brocklesby, to read what he w te to Bu k in I7SS : 

I My very dear friend, — 
Uy vencratLoa of your pubtiu (Xmduct lor aanj years past, and 
my real affection for your private virtues and tronsceniient worttl, 
mode me yesterday taku a liberty with yon in a momeDt's converBa- 
^on U my kouae, to make you an ioBtatiC preaent at 1004U., which for 
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years piat I b«ti bj will destined as il teslimonjf of mj regard on 
my decease. This you modestly dceired me not to think of; but I 
told you wbaC I now repeat, that unfavoured aa I have lived fur a 
long Ufe, unnoticed profesaionally by any party of men, and ibongb 
uakuown at court, I am rich enough U> spare to virtue (what others 
waste in vice) the above sum, and still reserve as annual income | 
greater tbau I spend. I shall receive at tbe India House a bill I 
have discounted for 1000^ on the 4th o! next month, and then eball 
be happy that you will accept this proof of my sincere love and ea- 
tcem, and let me add, Si re> ampla domi mmUisqae affeciibiu eael, I 
abould be bappy to repeat the like every year." 



The 



transcription of the friendly man's good latter 
iomething of tbe eSect of aa exercise of religion. And i 
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s of kind acts oa the part of the i 



fiame generous gtver. 

It is always interesting ia the case of a great man to \ 
know how he affected the womea of his acqiwntance. 
Women do not usually judge character either so kindly or 
80 soundly as men do, for tliey lack tha,t knowledge of the 
ordeals of practical life, which gives both justice and char^ I 
ity to such verdicts. But they are more susceptible than 
most men are to devotion and nobility in character. The 
little group of tbe blue-stockings of the day regarded th« j 
great master of knowledge and eloquence with mised feel- 
ings. They felt for Burke the adoring reverence which J 
women offer, with too indiscriminate a trust, to men of | 
commandmg power. In his case it was the moral lofti- 
ness of his character that mspircd them, as much as the 
splendour of hia ability. Of Sheridan or of Fox they 
could not bear to hear ; of Burke they could not heat I 
enough. Hannah More, and Mrs. Elinnbeth Carter, the I 
learned translator of Epictetus, and Fanny Burney, the au- 
thor of EveliTM and Cecilia, were all proud of his notice, , 
even while they glowed with anger at hia sympathy with 
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American rebels, his unkind nrords about the King, and bis 
cruel persecution of poor Mr. Ilastings. It was at Mrs. 
Vesey's evening parties, given on tbe Tuesdays on which 
the Club dined at the Turk's Head, that he ofti-n had long 
chats with Hannah ilore. She had to forget what abe 
called bis political malefactions, before she could allow her- 
self to admire bis bi^b spirits and good-humour. This 
was after the events of the Coalition, and her Memoirs, 
like the change in the mind of the Dissenters towards 
Borke, show nhat a fall that act of faction was believed 
to mark in his character. When he was rejected for Bris- 
tol, she moralized on the catastrophe by the quaint reflec- 
tion that Providence has wisely contrived to render all its 
dispensations equal, by making those talents which sot one 
man so much above another of no esteem in the opinion 
of those who are without them. 

Miss Bumey has described her flutter of spirits when 
ahe first found herself in company with Burke (1782). It 
was at Sir Joshua's bouse on tho top of Bicliinond Hill, 
and she tells, with ber usual effusion, how she was im- 
pressed by Burke's noble figure and commanding air, bis 
penetrating and sonorous voice, his eloquent and copious 
language, tho infinite variety and rapidity of his disconrse. 
Burke bad something to say on every subject, from bits 
of personal gossip, up to the sweet and melting landscape 
that lay in all its beauty before their windows on the ter- 
race. He was playful, serious, fantastic, wise. When they 
next met, the great man completed his conquest by es- 
prcBsing his admiration of Evelina. Gibbon assured her 
that be had read the whole five volumes in a day ; but 
Burke declared the feat was impossible, for he had himself 
read it through without interruption, and it had cost liira 
three days. Ho showed his regard for the authoress in a 
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more substantial way Ifaan by conipliments and critidsm. 

His IhSt act, Ltfure going' out of offipe, in 1783, was to 
procure for Dr. Burnej tho sppoiotment of organist at the 
chap«l of Chelsea. 

We buve Bjioken of tlie dislike of these escellent women 
for Sheridan itnd Fox. In Sberidan''3 case Burke did not 
much diaagree with tLem. Thuir characters were aa un- 
like and aa antipathetic as those of two men could be; 
and to antipathy of temperament was probably added b 
kind of riviilry, witich may justly hove affected one of 
them with an irritated hamlliation. Sheridan was twenty 
years younger than Burke, and did not come into Psrlia' 
ment until Burke had fought the prolonged battle of the 
American war, and had achieved the victory of Economic 
Reform. Yet Sheridan waa immediately tuken up by the 
party, and became tho intimate and counsellor of Gharies 
Fox, its leader, and of the Prince of Wales, its patron. 
That Burke never fmled to do full justice to Sheridan's 
brilliant genius, or to bestow generous and unaffected 
pr^se on his oratorical anccesses, there is ample evidenc«. 
He was of far too high and veracious a nature to be ca- 
pable of the dispan^ing tricks of a poor jealousy. The 
humiliation lay in the fact that circumstances had placed 
Sheridan in a position which made it natural for the world 
to measure them with one another. Burke could no more 
like Sheridan than he could Itke the Beggar's Opera. 
Sheridan had a levity, a want of depth, a laxity, and dis- 
persion of feeling, to which no degree of intellectual brill- 
iancy could reconcile a man of such profouud moral en- 
ergy and social conviction as Burke. 

The thought will perhaps occur to the reader that Fox 
was not less lax than Sheridan, and yet for Fox Burke 
long had the fdncerest friendship. He was dissolute, in- 
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dolent, irregular, and the moat insensate gambler that ever 
sqoandered fortune after fortune over tlio faro-table. It 
was his vices as much as his politics, that made Oeoi^ 
IlL hate Fox as an English Catiline. IIow came Burke 
to accept a mnn of this character, first for his disciple, 
then for his friend, and next for his leader! The answer 
is a simple one. In spite of the disorders of his life, Fox, 
from the time when his acqnaintanoe with Bnrke began, 
down to the time when it came to such disastrous end, 
and for long years afterwards, was to the bottom of his 
heart as passionate for freedom, justice, and beneficence as 
Burks ever waa. These great ends were as real, as con- 
stant, as overmastering in Fox as tliey were in Burke. 
No man was ever more deeply imbued with the generous 
impnlses of great statesmanship, with chivalrous courage, 
with the magnificent spirit of devotion to high imposing 
causes. These qualities, we may be sure, and not his pow- 
er as a debater and as a declaimer, won for him in Bnrke's 
heart the admiration which found such splendid e^pres- 
aion in a passage, that will remain as a stock piece of dec- 
lamation for long generations after it was first poured out 
as a sincere tributa of reverence and affection. Precisians, 
like Lafayette, might choose to see their patriotic hopes 
ruined rather than have them saved by Mirabeau, because 
Mirabeau was a debauchee. Burke's public morality was 
of stouter stuff, and he loved Fox because he knew that 
under the stains and blemishes that had been left by a 
deplorable education was that sterling, inexhaustible ore 
in which nobie sympathies are subtly compounded with 
resplendent powers, 

If he was warmly attached to his political friends, 
Burke, at least before the Revolution, was usually on fair 
terms in private life with his political opponents. There 
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were few men whose policy he disliked more than he dis- 
liked the policy of Oeoi^e Grcnville. And we have seen 
that he criticized Grcnville in a pamphlet wliJcb did not 
epara him. Yet Grenville and he did not refnse one an- 
other's hospitality, and were on the beat terms to the very 
end. Wilberforce, again, was one of the Btaunchesl friends 
of Pitt, and fought one of the greatest electioneering bat- 
tles on Pitt's side in the struggle of 1784; but it made 
no difference in Burke's rektions with him. In 1787 a 
coldness arose between them. Burke had delivered a 
strong invective against the French Treaty. Wilberforce 
aaid, " We can make allowance for the honourable gen- 
tleman, because we remember him in better days." The 
retort greatly nettled Burke, but the feeling soon passed 
away, and they both found a special satisfaction in the 
dinner to which Wilberforce invited Burke every session. 
" He was a great man," says Wilberforce. " I could nev- 
er understand how at one time he grew to be so entirely 
neglected." 

Outside of both political and literary circles, among 
Burke's correspondents was that wise and honest traveller 
nhose name is as inseparably bound up with the prepara- 
tion of the French Revolution, as Burke's is bound up 
with its sanguinary climax and fulfilment Arthur Young, 
by hb Farmer's Letters, and Fanner's Calendar, and his 
account of his travels in the southern counties of England 
and elsewhere — the story of the more famous travels in 
France was not published until 1793 — had won a reputa- 
tion as the best-informed agricnltarist of his day. With- 
in a year of his settlement at Beaconsfield, we find Burke 
writing to consult Young on the mysteries of his new oc- 
cupation. The reader may smile as he recognizes the 
ardour, the earnestness, the fervid gravity of the political 
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speeches, in letters which discnaa the merits of carrots in 
fattening porkets, and the precise degree to which the/ 
shoald be hoiled. Burke throws himself just as eagerly 
into white peas and Indian corn, into cabbies that grow 
into head and cabbages that shoot into leaves, into experi- 
ments with pumpkin seed and wild parsnip, as if they had 
been details of the Stani]i Act, or justice to Ireland. "When 
he complains that It is scarcely possible for hira, with his 
numerous avocations, to get his servants to enter fully into 
hia views as to the nght treatment of his crops, we can 
easily understand that his farming did not help him to 
make money. It is impossible that he should have had 
time or attention to spare for the effectual direction of 
even a small farm. 

Yet if the farm brought scantier profit than it ought to 
have brought, it was probably no weak solace in the back- 
ground of a life of harassing interests and perpetual dis- 
appointments. Burke was happier at Beaconsfield than 
anywhere else, and he was happiest there when his house 
was full of gDCsts. Nothing pleased him better than to 
drive a visitor over to Windsor, where he would expatiate 
with enthusiasm " on the proud Keep, rising in the maj- 
esty of proportion, and girt with the double belt of its 
kindred and coeval towers, overseeing and guarding the 
_ subjected land." He delighted to point out the house 
B at Uxbridge where Charles I. Lad carried on the segotiar 
H tions with the Parliamentary Commissioners; the beauti- 
H ful grounds of Bulstrode, where Judge Jefferies had once 
H lived; and the church-yard of Beaconsfield, whore lay the 
H remains of Edmund Waller, the poet. He was fond of 
H talking of great statesmen — of Walpole, of Pulteney, and 
H of Chatham. Some one had said that Chatham knew 
H nothing whatever except Spenser's Faery Queen. "No 
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matter liow tbat war said," Burlie replied to one of hu 
viutors, " whoever rclitihee and reads Spenser as he oa^it 
to be read, will have a strong hold of the English lan- 
goage," The delight of the host must have been at least 
etjuallcd by the delight of the gueat id conveTsation whicli 
WBH thas ever taking new turns, branching into topical sur- 
prises, and at »M titiiia and on every topic wus lumiuons, 
high, edifying, full. 

No guest was more welcome than the friend of bis boy- 
hood; and Bicbard Sbackleton bas told how the friend- 
ship, cordiality, and openness with which Burke embmoed 
bim waa even more than might be expected from long love. 
TliG simple Quaker was confuaed by the eight of what 
seemed to him so sumptuous and worldly a life, and he 
went to rest uneasily, doubting whether God's blessing 
could go with it. But when he awoke on the mon'ow o( 
his first visit, he told bis wife, in the language of bis sect, 
bow glad be was " to find no condemnation ; hut on the 
i:ontrary, ability to pnt up fervent petitions with much 
tenderness on behalf of tbia great luminary." It is at bia 
country home that we like best to think of Burke. It is 
still a touching picture tu the historic imagination to fol- 
low him from the heat and violence of the House, when 
tipsy squires derided the greatest genius of his time, down 
to the calm shades of Beaconsfield, where he would with 
his own hands give food to a starving beggar, or medicine 
to a peasant sick of the ^jue ; where he would talk of the 
weather, the turnips, and the hay with the team-men and 
the fiirm-baililf ; and where, in the evening stillness, he 
would pace the walk under the trees, and refiect on the 
■tsite of Europe and the distractions of his country. 
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Thi six years which followed the dcBtmction of the Coali- 
tion were, in some respects, the most mortifying portion 
of Burke's tronbled career. Pitt was more firmly seated 
in power than I^rd North had ever been, aad he nscd his 
power to cany out a policy against which it was iinpoaBi- 
ble for the Whigs, on their own principles, to offer an ef- 
fective resistance. For this is the peculiarity of the King's 
first victory over the enemies who had done obstinate bat- 
tle with him for nearly a quarter of a century. He had 
driven theai out of the field, hot with the aid of ao ally 
who was as strongly hostile to the royal system as they 
had ever been. The King had vindicated his right againat 
the Whigs to choose his own rainistora; but the new min- 
r was himself a Whig by descent, and a reformer by 
his education and personal disposition. 

Ireland was the subject of the first great battle between 
the ministry and their opponents. Here, if anywhere, we 
might have expected from Burke at least his usual wisdom 
and patience. Wc saw in a previous chapter (p. 23) what 
the political condition of Ireland was when Burke went 
there with Hamilton in 1763. The American war had 
brought about a great change. The King had shrewdly 
predicted that if America became free, Ireland would soon 
16* 3 
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follow the same plan and be a separate Btate. In fact, 
along with the AmerioaD war we hud to encounter an Irish 
var also; but tlie latter was, as an Irish politician called 
it at the time, a smothered war. Like the Americans, the 
Anglo-Irish entered into non-importation compacts, and 
they interdicted commerce, T!ic Irish volunteers, first 
forty, then sixty, and at last a hundred thousand strong, 
were virtually an army enrolled to overawe the English 
ministry and Parliament. Following the spirit, if not the 
actual path, of the Americans, they raised a cry for com- 
mercial and legislative independence. They were too 
strong to be resisted, and in 1783 the Irish Parliament ac- 
quired the privilege of initiating and conducting its own 
business, wtthoat the sanction or control cither of the 
Privy Council or of the English Parliament. Dazzled by 
the chance of acquiring legislative independence, they had 
been content with the comparatively small commercial 
boons obtained hy Lord Nugent and Burke in 1778, and 
with the removal of further restrictions by the alarmed 
minister in the following year. After the concesNon of 
their independence in 1782, they found that to procare 
the abolition of the remaining restrictions on their com- 
merce — the right of irade, for instance, with America and 
Africa — the consent of the English legislature was as nec- 
essary as it had ever been. Pitt, fresh from t!ie teaching 
of Adam Smith and of Shelbume, brought forward in 
1785 his famous commercial propositions. The theory of 
his scheme was that Irish trade should be free, and that 
Ireland should bo admitted to a permanent participation 
in commercial advantages. In return for this gain, after 
her hereditary revenue passed a certain point, she was to 
devote the snrplus to purposes, such as the maintenance 
of the navy, in which the two nations had a common iu- 



vn.] riTT'S IRISH PROPOSITIONS. 133 

terest Pitt wiis to be believed when he declared that, of 
all the objects of his political life, this was, in his opinion, 
the most important that he bad ever engaged in, and he 
never expected to meet another that should rouse every 
emotion io so strong a degree as this. 

A furioDS battle took place iu the Irish Parliament. 
There, while nobody could deny that the eleven proposi- 
tions would benefit the mercantile interests of the cotiQ- 
try, it was passionately urged that the last of the propo- 
sitions, that which concerned the apportionment of Irish 
revenue to imperial puqioses, meant the enslavement of 
their unhappy island. Their fetters, they went on, were 
clenched, if the English Govemment was to be allowed 
thus to take the initiative in Irish legislation. The fac- 
tious course pursued by the English Opposition was much 
less excusable than the line of ihe Anglo-Irish leaders. 
Fox, who was ostentatiously ignorant of political econ- 
omy, led the charge. He insisted that Pitt's measures 
would annihilate English trade, would destroy the Navi- 
gation Laws, and with them would bring our maritime 
strength to the ground. Having thus won the favour of 
the English manufacturers, bo turned round to the Irish 
Opposition, and conciliated them by declaring with equal 
vehemence that the propositions were an insult to Ireland, 
and a nefarious attempt to tamper with her new-bom lib- 
erties. Burke followed his leader. We may almost say 
that for once he allowed his political integrity to be be- 
wildered. In 1778 and 1779 he had firmiy resisted the 
pressure which his mercantile constituents in Bristol had 
endeavoured to put upon him ; he had warmly supported 
the Irish claims, and had lost his seat in consequence. 
The precise ground which he took up in 1786 was this. 
He appears to have discerned in Pitt's proposals the germ 
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of an attempt to extract revenno from Ireland, identical in 
porpoae, principle, and probable effect witU Uie cFer-men- 
omble attempt to extract revenue from tho American Col- 
onics. Wliatever atress may be laid upon thia, we find it 
hard to vindicate Barke from the chaise of factiousneea. 
Nothinj; can have been more unworthy of hira than ■ 
Bneer ut Pitt in tlio great speech on the Nabob of Arcot'a 
debts (lT85), for stopping to pick up chaS and straws 
from the Irish revenue, instead of checking profligat* e 
penditure in India, 

Pitt's alternative was irresistible. Situated as Ireland 
was, she must either be the Bubservient instrument of 
English prosperity, or else she must be allowed to enjoy 
the benefits of English trade, taking at the same time 
a proportionate share of tho common burdens. Adam 
Smith had shown that there was nothing incompatible 
with justice in a contribution by Ireland to the public 
debt of Great Britain. That debt, he argued, had been 
contracted in support of tho government established by 
the Revolution ; a government to which the Protestants 
of Ireland owed not only the whole aothority which they 
enjoyed in their own country, but every security which 
they possessed for their liberty, property, and religion. 
The neighbourhood of Ireland to the shores of the mother 
country introduced an element into the problem, which 
have taught every unimpassioned observer that ibe 
American solution would bo inadequate for a dependeaey 
that lay at onr very door. Burke could not, in his calmer 
moments, have failed to recognize all tbis. Yet he lent 
himself to the party cry that Pitt was taking his first 
measures for the re-enslavemunt of Ireland. Uad it not 
been for what he himself called the delirium of the pre- 
ceding session, and which had atill not subsided, he would 
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have seeo that Pitt was in tnitli taking liia firat meaaurea 
for the effective deliverance of Ireland from an unjust 
and oppressive subordination. The same delirium commitr 
ted blm to another equally deplorable perversity, when he 
opposed, with as many excesses in temper as fallaciea in 
stateamanakip, the wise treaty with France, in which Pitt 
partiaUy anticipated the commercial policy of an ampler 
treaty three-quarters of a century afterwarda. 

A groat episode in Burke's career now opened. It was 
in 1786 that Warren Hastings returned from India, after 
a serlea of exploits as momentous and far- roue hing, for 
good or evil, aa have ever been achieved by any Euglish 
ruler. For years Burke bad been watching India. With, 
riaing wonder, amazement, and indignation be had steadily 
followed that long train of intrigue and crime which had 
ended in the consolidation of a new empire. With the 
return of Hastings he felt that the time had come for 
etriking a severe blow and makiug a signal example. He 
gave notice (June, 1T85) that he would, at a future day, 
make a motion respecting the conduct of a gentleman just 
returned from India. 

Among minor considerations, we have to remember that 
Indian a£Eairs entered materially into the great battle of 
parties. It was upon an Indian bUl that the late ministry 
bad made shipwreck. It was notoriously by the aid of po- 
tent Indian interests that the new ministry had acquired 
a portion of its majority. To expose the misdeeds of 
our agents in India was at once to strike the minister 
who bad dexteronsly secured their support, and to at- 
tack one of the great strongholds of parliamentary cor- 
ruption. The proceedings against Hastings ware, in the 
first instance, regarded as a sequel to the struggle over 
Fok's Bast India Bill. That theee considerations w«re 
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present in Burke's ihooght there is no donbt, but tbey 
were purely sccondaty. It was India itself tliat stood 
Above all else in his imagination. It had filled bia mind 
and absorbed his time while Pitt «'as atill an under-gradn- 
eto nt Cambridge, and Burke was looking forward to match 
his plan of economic reform with a greater plan of Indian 
reform. In the Ninth Report, the Eleventh Report, and 
in his speech on the India Bill of 1783, he bad shown both 
how thoroDghly he had mastered the facts, and how pro- 
foondly tbey had stirred his sense of wrong. The master- 
piece known as (he Speech on the Nabob of Arcot's debts, 
delivered in Parliament on a motion for papers (1785), 
handles matters of account, of interest turned into princi- 
pal, and principal superadded to principal ; it deals with 
a hundred minnte technicalities of teeps and tuncaws, of 
gomastahs and soucaring; all with such a suffusion of in- 
terest and colour, with such nobility of idea and expres- 
sion, as could only have come from the addition to genios 
of a deep morality of nature and an overwhelming force 
of conviction. A space less than one of these pages con- 
tains such a picture of the devastation of the Carnatic by 
Hyder Ali as may fill the young orator or the young 
writer with the same emotions of enthusiasm, emulation, 
and despair that torment the artist who first gazes on the 
Madonna at Dresden, or the figures of Night and Dawn 
and the Penseroso at Florence. The despair is only too 
well fonnded. No oonscioas study could pierce the secret 
of that just and pathetic transition from the havoc of 
Hyder Ali to the healing duties of a virtuous government, 
to the consolatory celebration of the mysteries of justice 
and humanity, to the warning to the unlawful creditors to 
mlence their inauspicious tongues in presence of the holy 
work of restoration, to the generous proclamation against 
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them that in every country the first creditor is tlie plough. 
The emotioDB which make the biddeo force of such pict- 
ures come not by observation. They grow from the sed- 
Tilous meditation of long years, directed by a powerful in- 
tellect and inspired by an interest in human well-being, 
which of its own virtue bore the orator into the sustaining 
air of the upper gods. Concentrated passion and cxhaast- 
ive knowledge have never entered into a more formidable 
combination. Yet, when Burke made his speech on the 
Nabob of Arcot's debts, Pitt and Grenvillo consulted to- 
gether whether it was worth answering, and eame to the 
eonclusion that they need not take the trouble. 

Neither the scornful neglect of his opponents, nor the 
diflsaasions of some who sat on his own side, could check 
the ardour with which Burke pressed on, as he said, to the 
relief of afflicted nations. The fact is, that Burke was not 
at all a philanthropist as Clarkson and Wilberforce were 
philanthropists. His sympathy was too strongly under 
the control of true political reason. In 1780, for instance, 
the slave-trade had attracted his attention, and be had even 
proceeded to sketch ont a code of regulations which pro- 
vided for ita iraiTicdiate mitigation and oltimate suppres- 
sion. After mature consideration he abandoned the at- 
tempt, from the conviction that the strength of the West 
India interest would defeat the utmost efforts of hia party. 
And he was quite right in refusing to hope from any po- 
litical action what could only be effected after the moral 
preparation of the bulk of the nation. And direct moral 
or philanthropic apostleship was not his function. 

Macaulay, in a famous passage of dazzling lustre and 
ine historie colour, describes Burke's holy rage against the 
misdeeds of Hastings as due to his sensibility. But 
bility to what 9 Not merely to those common impresslona 
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of hnmsn sofForing which kindle the flame of ordinar7 

philanthropy, iilways attractive, often so benefluent, bat 
often Ro capricioiiB and bo laden with secret detriment. 
This was no part of Burke's typo. Nor is it enoogh to 
■ay that Burke had what is the distinctive mark of the 
true statesmao — u passion for good, wise, and orderly gov- 
ernment. He liad that in the strongest d^ee. AH that 
wore the look of confusion he held in abhorrence, and ha 
detected the eoeds of confusion with a penetration that 
made other men marvel. lie was far too wise a man to 
have any sympathy with the energetic exercise of power 
for power's sake. He knew well that triumphs of violence 
are for the most part little better than temporary make- 
shifts, which leave all the work of government to be en- 
countered afterwards by men of essentially greater capacity 
than the hero of force without scruple. But he regarded 
those whom he called the great bad men of the old stamp, 
Cromwell, Richelieu, the Guises, the Con dos, with a cer- 
tain tolerance, because " though the virtues of such men 
were not to be taken as a balance to their crimes, yet they 
had long views, and sanctified their ambition by aiming at 
the orderly rule, and not the destruction of their country." 
What he valued was the deep-seated order of systems that 
worked by tlie accepted uses, opinions, beliefs, prejudices 
of a community. 

This love of right and stable order was not all. That 
was itself the growth from a deeper root, partly of convic- 
tion and partly of sympathy ; the conviction of the rare 
and difficult conjunctures of circumstance which are need- 
ed for the formation of even the rudest forms of social 
union' among mankind ; and then the sympathy that the 
bast men must always find it hard to withhold from any 
hoary fahric of belief, and any venerated system of gov 
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emmeDt, that has cbcrished a certain ordef, and shed even 
a< ray of the faintest dawn, amoog the violences and the 
darkness of the race. It was reverence rather than senai- 
biJity, a noble and philosophic coDservatism rather than 
philanthropy, which raised that storm in Burke's breast 
against the rapacity of English adventurers in India, and 
the imperial crimes of Hastings. Exactly the same tide of 
emotion which afterwards filled to the brim the cup of 
prophetic anger against the deaecrators of the church and 
the monarchy of France, now poured itself out against 
those who in India bad "tosaed about, subverted and tore 
to pieces, as if it were in the gambols of boyish unlucki- 
6 and malice, the most established rights, and the moat 
ancient and most revered institutions of ages and nations." 
From beginning to end of the fourteen years in which 
Borkc pursued his campaign against Hastings, we see jn 
every page that the India which ever glowed before his 
viaion was not the home of picturesque nssgea and melo- 
dramatic costume, but rather, in his own words, the land 
of princes once of great dignity, authority, and opulence; 
m ancient and venerable priesthood, the guides of the 
pie while living, and their consolation in death ; of a 
nobihty of antiquity and renown ; of millions of ingenious 
mechanics, and millions of diligent tillers of the earth ; and 
finally, the land where might be found almost all the re- 
ligions professed by men — the Brahrainical, the Mussul- 
man, the Eastern and the Wristem Christian. When he 
published his speech on the Nabob of Arcot, Burke pre- 
fixed to it an admirable quotation from one of the letters 
of the Emperor Julian. And Julian too, as we all know, 
a strong fueling for the past. But what in that re- 
markable figure was only the sentimental ism of reaction, 
a Burke was a reasoned and pbilosophio veneration for all 
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old and settled order, whetlier id the free Pailument of 
Great Britmn, in the ancient absolutism of VeisuUea, or in 
the tecalai pomp of Oade, and the utnobble aancti^ of 
Benares, tbe holy citf imd the gardea of God. 

It wonld be out of place here to attempt to follow the 
detula of the impeachment. Every reader has heard that 
great tale in our history, and everybody laiows that it was 
Earke'a tenacity and power which caused that tale to be 
told. Tbe HoQse of Commons wonld nol, it is true, have 
directed that HasttDga ahonid be impeached, nnless Pitt 
had given hu sanctioD and approval, and bow it was that 
I'itt did give his sanction and approval so fiuddcnly and 
on groonda ostensibly so slender, remains one of the se- 
crets of history. In no case would the impeachment have 
been pressed upon Parliament by the Opposition, and as- 
sented to by ministers, if Burke bad not been there with 
luB prodigions industry, hia commanding compreheosive 
vision, his bnrning zeal, and his power of kindling in men 
so different from him and from one another as Fox, Sher- 
idan, Windham, Grey, a Ecal only less intense than his 
own. 

It was in the spring of 1786 that the articles of charge 
of Hastings's high crimes and misdemeanours, as Burke 
had drawn them, were presented to the House of Ck)mmons. 
It was in February, 1788, that Burke opened the vast 
cause in the old historic hall at Westminster, in an oration 
in which at points he was wound up to such a pitch of 
eloquence and passion that every listener, including the 
great criminal, held his breath in an agony of horror ; that 
women were carried out fainting ; that the speaker himself 
becaine incapable of saying another word, and the specta- 
tors of the scene began to wonder whether he would not, 
like the mighty Chatham, actually die in the ciiertioii of 
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hifl overwhelming powers. Among the illustrious crowd 
who thronged Westniioster Hall in the opening days of 
the impeachment, was Fannj Burney. She was then in 
her odiooa bondage at Court, and was animated by that 
admiration and pity for Haatings which at Court was the 
fashion. Windham used to come up from the box of the 
managers of the impeachment to talk over with her the 
incidents of the day, and she gave him her impiessiona o£ 
Burke's speech, which were probably those of the majority 
of his hearers, for the majority were favourable to Has- 
tings. " I told him," says Miss Burney, " that Mr. Burke's 
opening had struck me with the highest admiration of his 
powers, from the eloquence, the imagination, the fire, the 
diversity of expression, and the ready flow of language 
with which he seemed gifted, in a most superior manner, 
for any and every purpose to which rhetoric could lead." 
"And when he came to his two narratives," I continued, 
" when he related the particulars of those dreadful mur- 
ders, he interested, he engaged, he at last overpowered me ; 
I felt my cause lost I could hardly keep on my seat. 
My eyes dreaded a single glance towards a man so accused 
as Mr. Hastings ; I wanted to sink on the floor, that they 
might be saved bo painful a sight. I had no hope he 
could clear himself ; not another wish in his favour re- 
mained. But when from this narration Mr. Burke pro- 
ceeded to hia own comments and declamation — when the 
charges of rapacity, enielty, tyranny, were general, and 
made with all the violence of personal detestation, and 
continued and aggravated without any further fact or il- 
lustration ; then there appeared more of study than of 
truth, more of invective than of justice ; and, in short, so 
little of proof to so much of passion, that in a very short 
time I began to lift up my head, my seat was no longer 
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nneasy, my eyes were indifferent which way they loolced, 
or what objisct caught them, and before I was myself 
aware of the declension of Mr. Burke's powers over my 
feelings, I found myself a mere spectator in a public place, 
and looking all around it, with my opera-glass ia my 
hand '." 

In 1795, six years after Burke's opening, the Lords were 
ready with their verdict. It had long been anticipated. 
Hastings was acquitted. This was the close of the four- 
teen years of labour, from the date of the Select Commit- 
tee of 1781. "If I were to call for a reward," Burke 
said, " it would be for the services in which for fonrteen 
years, without intermission, I showed the most industry 
and had the least success. I mean the affairs of India ; 
they are those on which I value myself the most; most for 
the importance; moat for the labour; most for the judg- 
ment ; moat for constancy and perseverance in the pursuit." 

The side that ia defeated on a particular issue, is often 
victorious in the wide and general outcome. Looking 
back across the ninety years that divide us from that 
memorable scene in Westminster Hall, we may see that 
Burke had more success than at first appeared. If he did 
not convict the man, he overthrew a system, and stamped 
ite principles with lasting censure and shame. Burke had 
perhaps a silent conviction that it would have been better 
for as and for India, if Clive had succeeded ia his attempt 
to blow out his own brains in the Madras counting-house, 
or if the battle of Plasay had been a decisive defeat instead 
of a decisive victory. "All these circumstances," he oaoe 
said, in reference to the results of the investigation of the 
Select Committee, "are cot, I confess, very favourable 
the idea of our attempting to govern India at all. 
there we are : there we are placed by the Sovereign Dis- 
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poser, sad va must do the beet we can id onr situation. 
The situation of man is the preceptor of his duty." If 
that situation is better understood now than it was a cen- 
tury ago, and that duty more loftily conceived, the reaolt 
is due, so far as such results can Qver be due to one man's 
aotion apart from the confiuencc of the deep impersonal 
elements of time, to the seeda of justice and humanity 
which were sown by Burke and hia associates. Nobody 
now believes that Clivo was justified in tricking Omichnnd 
by forging another man's name ; that Impey was justified 
in hanging Nuncomar for committing the very offence for 
which Olive was excused or applauded, although forgery 
is no grave crime according to Hindoo usage, and it is tbe 
gravest according to English usage ; that Hastings did 
well in selling English troops to assist in the extcrmina' 
tion of a brave people with whom he was at peace ; that 
Benfield did well in conniving with an Eastern prince in 
a project of extortion against bis stii'jeets, The whole 
drift of opinion has changed, and it is since the trial of 
Hastings that the change has taken place. The question 
in Bnrke's time was whether oppression and corruption 
■were to continne to bo the guiding maidms of English 
policy. The personal disinterestedness of the ruler who 
bad been the chief founder of this policy, and had most 
openly set aside all pretence of righteous principle, was 
dust in the balance. It was impossible to suppress the 
policy without striking a deadly blow at its most eminent 
and powerful instrument. That Hastings was acquitted, 
was immaterial. The lesson of hia impeachment had been 
taught with sufficiently impressive force— the great leeson 
that Asiatics have rights, aod that Enropeans have obliga- 
tions ; that a superior race is bound to observe the highest 
current morality of the time in sU its dealings with the 
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le was no ionget able to bear obloqny and 
ne^ect, u be had borne it thiongli tbe war with the col- 
onies. When be opened the impeachnient of Hastings at 
Westminster, Barbe wad very near to his dxdeth year. 
Hannah More noted in 173S that his viracily had dimin- 
ished, snd that bosineas and politics had impaired his 
agreeableness. The simpletons in the Hoase, now that 
they had at last foand in Pitt a political chief who coold 
beat the Whig leaders on their own ground of eloquence, 
knowledge, and dexterity in debate, took heart as they had 
never done nnder Lord North. They now made deliberate 
attempts to silence the veteran by nnmanncrly and brutal 
intermptions, of which a mob of lower class migbt have 
been ashamed. Then aaddenly came a moment of snch 
excitement as has not often been seen in the aunals of 
party. It became known one day, in the autumn of 1788, 
that the King had gone out of his mind. 

The news naturally caused the liveliest agitation among 
the Whigs. When the severity of the attack forced the 
ministry to make preparations for a Regency, the friends 
of the Prince of Wales asaomed that they would speedily 
return to power, and hastened to form their plans accord- 
ingly. Fox was travelling in Italy with Mrs. Anuitage, 
and he had been two months away without hearing a word 
from England. The Duke of Portland sent a messenger 
in search of him, and after a journey of ten d«ys the mes- 
senger found him at Bologna. Fox instantly set oS in all 
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baste for Loiidoa, which he reached in nine days. The 
three months that followed were a time of unsurpassed 
activity and bitterness, und Burke was at least as active 
and as bitter as the rest of tliem. He was the writer of 
the Prince of Wales'a letter to Pitt, sometimes set down 
to Shendan, and son:ietimcs to Gilbert Elliot. It makes us 
feel how naturally the style of ideal kingship, its dignity, 
calm, and high aelf-consciouanesa all came to Burke. Al- 
though we read of his thus drawing up manifestoes and 
protests, and deciding minor questions for Fox, which Fos 
was too irresolute to decide for himself, yet we have it on 
Burke's own authority that some time elapsed after tho 
return to England before he even saw Fox ; that he was 
not consulted as to the course to be pursued in the grave 
and difficult questions connected with the Regency ; and 
that he knew as little of the inside of Carlton House, 
where the Prince of Wales lived, as of Euckingham House, 
where tho King lived. " I mean to continue here," he 
says to Charles Fox, " until you call upon me ; and I find 
myself perfectly easy, from the implicit confidence that I 
have in you and the Duke, and the certainty that I am in 
that you two will do the best for the general advantage of 
the cause. In that state of mind I feel no desire what- 
soever of interfering." Yet the letter itself, and others 
which follow, testify to the vehemence of Burke's interest 
in the matter, and to the persistency with which he would 
have bad them follow his judgment, if they would have 
listened. It is as clear that they did not listen. 

Apart from the fierce struggle against Pitt's Regency 
Bill, Burke's friends were intently occupied with the re- 
construction of the Portland cabinet, which the King had 
so unexpectedly dismissed five years before. This was a 
sphere in which Burke's gifts were neither required nor 
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soaght We are nther in diBtress, Sir Gilbert Elliot 
writes, for a proper man for the office of Chancellor of 
the Eichequer. " Lord J. Cavendish is very nnwilling to 
engage agtun in public affairs. Fos is to be Secretary of 
State. Bnrke, it is thought, would not be approved of, 
Sheridan has not the public confidence, and so it comes 
down therefore to Grey, Pelham, myself, and perhaps 
Windham." Elliot was one of Burke's most faithful and 
attached friends, and he was intimately concerned in all 
that was going on in the inner circle of the party. It is 
worth while, therefore, to reproduce his account, from a 
confidential letter to Lady Elliot, of the way in which 
Burke's claim to reci^ition was at this time reguded 
and dealt with. 

Althougli I csn IcH jou notMog posi^ve aboat m? own Bltoition, 
I was mnde very happy indeed yealerdaj bj oo-operating in the se^ 
Hemoit of Barke'o, in a manner which gives us great joy as well aa 
comfort. The Duke of Portland has felt diatregsad how w arwuige 
Burlte and his family in a manner oqual to Burke's merila, and to 
the Duke's own wishes, and at the same time so &s to be exempt 
from the many difficulties which seem to be in the way. Ho sent 
for Pelham and mc, as Burke's friends and his own, to advise with 
Ds about it ; and we dined yesterday with him and the Sucbesa, thM 
we might have time to talk the thing over at leisure and wilhout.in- 
terruption after dinner. We stayed, accordingly, engaged in tbat 
subject till almost twelve at night, and our conference ended most 
happily, and exceBSively to the satisfaclion of us alL The Duke of 
Portland has the veneration for Burke that Windham, Pelham, my- 
Bslf, and a fen more hare, and be thinks it impossible to do too 
much for him. He considers the reward to be given to Burke as a 
credit and honour U> the nation, and he considers the neglect of him 
and his embarrassed situation as having been long a reproach to the 
country. The unjust prejudice and clamour which has prevailed 
against him and his family only determine the Duke the more to do 
bim justice. The question was how? First, bis brotber Richard, 
who was Secretary to the Treaaurj before, will have the same office 
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now, tmt the Duke inlands u> give Uioi one uf the Best offices which 
fulla TaDBnt, of about 1000^, it year lor lift< iu the CustomB, and ho 
will (hen resign the Secretary to the Treasury, which, however, in the 
meaDwhilo is worth SOilOI. a. yeitr. Edmund Burke la to have the 
Pay Office, 4000(. a year ; bat aa that is precarious and he can leave 
DO provision for hie son, it would, In f&ct, be doing little or nothing 
of any real or flubstantinl value iinless some pemuataU provision is 
added to iL In this view the Duke is to grant liim on the Irish es- 
labliebment a peosjan of 2000/. a year dear for his own life, and the 
other half to Mra. Burke for her Ufa. This will make Burke com- 
pletely happy, by leaving hia wife and aon safe from want after his 
death, if they should survive him. The Duke's affectionate anxiety 
to accomplish this object, and his determiuation to aet all clamour at 
defiance on this poiot of juatioe, wna truly affecdng, and increaseH 
my attachment for the Duke. . . . The Dultc said the only objection 
to this plan was that he thought it was due from this country, and 
that he grud|;ed the honour of it to Ireland ; but as nothing in Eng^ 
land was ready, this plan was settled. You may think it strange 
that to this moment Burke does not know a word of all this, and his 
family are indeed, I believe, suffering a little under the apprehension 
that he may be neglected iti the general scramble. I iM-'lieve there 
never were three cabinet counsellors more in harmony on any sub- 
ject than we were, nor three people happier in their day's work.' 

This leaves the apparent puzzle where it was. Why 
ehonld Burke not be approved of for Chancellor of the 
Exchequer 1 What were the many difficulties described ae 
seeming to be in tlie way of arranging for Burke, in a 
ler equal to Burke's merita and the Duke of Port- 
land's wishes 9 His personal relations with the chiefs of 
his party were at this time extremely cordial and intimate. 
~ I was constantly a guest at the Duke of Portland's most 
private dinner-parties. Fox had gone down to Beacons- 
field to recruit himself from the fatigues of hia rapid jour- 
ney from Bologna, and to spend some days in quiet with 
Windham and the master of the Iionse. Elliot and Wind' 

> Z^e and LOtan of Sir 0. EUiot, i. 261-3. 
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bam, who wore talked about for a post for which one of 
them says that Burke would not have been approved, vied 
■with one another in adoring Burke, Finally, Elliot and 
tiie Duke think themselves liappy in a day's work which 
ended in couHigning the man who not only was, but was 
admitted to be, the most powerful genius of their party, 
to a third-rate post, and that most equivocal distinction, a 
pension on the Irish establiBhment The common eapla- 
nation that it illustrates Whig exclusiveness cannot be se- 
riously received as adequate. It is probable, for one thing, 
that the feelings of the Prince of Wales had more to do 
with it than the feelings of men like the Duke of Portland 
or Fox. We can easily imagine how little that most 
worthless of human creatures would appreciate the great 
qualities of such a man as Burke. The painful fact which 
we are unable to conceal from ourselves is, that the com- 
mon opinion of better men than the Prince of Wales 
leaned in the same direction. His violence in the course 
of the Regency debates had produced strong disapproval 
in the public and downright consternation in hia own par- 
ty. On one occasion he is described by a respectable ob- 
server as having " been wilder than ever, and laid himself 
and his party more open than ever speaker did. He is 
folly personified, but shaking his cap and bells under the 
laorcl of genius. He finished his wild speech in a manner 
next to madness." Moore believes that Bnrke's indiscre- 
tions in these trying and prolonged transactions sowed the 
seeds of the alienation between him and Fox two years af- 
terwards. Burke's excited state of mind showed itself in 
small things as well as great. Gioing with Windham to 
Carlton House, Burke attacked him in the coach for a dif- 
f-erence of opinion about the affairs of a friend, and be- 
havcd with such unreasonable passion and such furious 
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manner, that Lis inagDanliiiou.s admirer bad 
some diiEculty in obliterating tlie impression. The public 
were less tolerant, Windhatn hfls told us that at this time 
Burke was a tnan decried, persecuted, and proscribed, not 
being much valued even by his own party, and by half the 
nation considered as little better than an ingenious mad- 
Thia is evidence beyond impeachment, for Wind- 
ham loved and honoured Burke with the affection and rev- 
son ; and he puts the popular sentiment od 
record with grief and amazement. There is other testi- 
mony to the same effect. The late Lord Lanadowne, who 
must have heard the subject abundantly discussed by those 
who were most concerned in it, was once asked by a very 
eminent man of our own time why the Whiga kept Burke 
out of their cabinets. " Burke t" he cried ; " he was so 
violent, so overbearing, so arrogant, so intractable, that to 
have got on with him in a cabinet would have been utterly 
ind absolutely impossible." 

On the whole, it seems to be tolerably clear that the dif- 
fioultlea in the way of Burke's promotion to high office 
s notoriously straitened circumstances ; his ungov- 
emed excesses of party zeal and political passion ; finally, 
what Sir Gilbert Elliot calls the unjust prejudice and clam- 
our against him and hia family, and what Burke himself 
i called the bunt of obloquy that pursued him all his 
The first two of these causes can scarcely have op- 
erated in the arrangements that were made in the Rock- 
ingham and Coalition ministries. But the third, we may 
a incessantly at work. It would have needed 
social courage alike in 1782, 1783, and 1788 to give cabi- 
luk to a man round whose name there floated so 
many disparaging associations. Social conri^e is exactly 
■ IVlndhun'a Diarg, p. 218. 
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the Tiftne in wkiefc tbe Mastneton of a gorennnent iril] 
alirxjt think thenwelrcs kaot able to tDdnlgc. Bork^ we 
ham to reoieniber, did not stand alone before the world. 
BHot deacribes a dinner -pnrtr at Lord Pitzwilliams\ at 
whieli four of these faalf-discredited Irisfinien were preaent. 
" Bttrke has now got sneh a train after lum as woolil aiiik 
uifbod; bat himself — hia son, who is quite mttiaMterf by 
all mantlod ; hia brother, who is liked bett^ than his bob, 
bnt is rather offeasire with aoinial spirits and with brogne ; 
and his cousin. Will Barke, who is }ast retnraed oneipect- 
edly from India, as maoh rained aa when be went many 
years ago, and who is a fresh chat|;e on any prospects of 
power that Burke may ever have." It was this train, and 
the ideas of adventurerabip that clung to them, the ii 
tinguisbable Etories about papistry and Saint Omer's, the 
tenacious calnmny abont the letters of Junioa, the notori- 
ous circumstances of embarrassment and neediness — it wu 
all these thioj:^ which combined with Burke's own defecta 
of temper and discretion, to give the Whig grandees as de- 
cent a reason aa they could have desired for keeping sU 
the great posts of state in their own bands. 

It seems difficult to dcuy that the questions of the Re- 
gency bad caused the germs of a sort of dissatisfaction 
and strain in the relations between Fos and Burke. Their 
feelings to one another have been well compared to the 
mutual discontent between partners in unsuccessful play, 
where each suspects that it is the mistakes of the other 
that lost the game. Whether Burke felt conscious of the 
failures in discretion and teropet, which were the real c 
pretended excuse for neglect, we cannot tell. There is <w 
passage that reveals a chagrin of this kind. A few days 
after the meeting between the Duke of Portland and El- 
liot, for the purpose of settling his place in the new mi 
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try, Burke went down to Beaconsfield. In writing (January 
24tL, 1789) to invite Windham and Pelhaia to come to 
stay a nigbt, with promise of a leg of mntton cooied by a 
dairy-maid who was not a bad hand at a pinch, he goes on 
to say that hia health has received some small benefit from 
his journey to the country. " But this view to health, 
though far from imnecesaary to me, was not the chief 
cause of my present retreat. I began to find that I was 
grown rather too ansious ; and bad begun to discover to 
myself and to others a solicitude relative to the present 
state of affairs, which, though their strange condition 
might well warrant it in others, is certainly less suitable 
to my time of life, in which ail emotions are less allowed; 
and to which, most certainly, all human concerns ought in 
reason to become more indifferent, than to those who have 
work to do, and a good deal of day, and of inexhansted 
strength, to do it in.'" 

The King's nneipected restoration to Iteahh two or three 
weeks later, brought to nought all the hope and ambition 
of the Whigs, and confirmed Pitt in power for the rest of 
Burke's lifetime. But an event now came to pass in the 
world's history which transformed Burke in an instant 
from a man decried, persecnted, proscribed, into an object 
of exultant adoration all over Europe. 



CHAPTER Vm. 



W> hare now come to the »eoiid of the two i 
tons changes in the wortd's aBgars, in which Burke played 
an impo^ng sod historic part. His attitode in the first of 
them, the etro^Ie for American independence, commands 
ahnoet witfaoat allor the admiration and reverence of pos- 
terity. Hi* attitnde in the second of them, the great rev- 
olotion in France, has raJaed Gootrorer^es which can only 
be compared in heat and dnration to the master contro- 
Tetsies of theology. If the history of society were writ- 
ten as learned men write the history of the Christian faith 
and its chnrches, Barke woald figure in the same strong 
prominence, whether deplorable or glorious, as Anus and 
Athanasius, Augustine and Sabellius, Luther and Ignatius. 
If we ask how it is that now, nearly a centnrv after the 
event, men are stiil discossing Burke's pamphlet on the 
Revelation as they are still discussing Bishop Butler's 
Analogy, the answer is that in one case as in the other the 
questions at iesne are still unsettled, and that Burke offers 
in their highest and most comprehensive form ail the con- 
siderations that belong to one side of the dispute. He 
was not of those of whom Coleridge said that they pro- 
ceeded with much solemnity to solve the riddle of the 
French Revolution by anecdotes. Ho suspended it in the 
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same light of great eocial ideas and wide principles, in 
vhicli its authors and champions professed to represent it 
Unhappily he advanced from criticism to practical exhor- 
tation, in our opinion the most mischievous and indefensi- 
ble that has ever been pressed by any statesman on any 
nation. But the force of the criticism remains, its fore- 
sight remains, its commemoration of valuable elements of 
life which men were forgetting, its discernment of the lim- 
itations of things, its sense of the awful emergencies of the 
problem. When our grandchildren have made np their 
minds, once for all, as to the merits of the social transform 
mation which dawned on Europe iu 1789, then Burke'a 
Sefiectiorui will become a mere literary antiquity, and not 
before. 

From the very beginning Bnrke looked upon the pro- 
ceedings in France with distrust lie had not a moment 
of enthusiasm or sympathy of which to repent. When 
the news reached England that the insurgents of Paris had 
stormed the Bastille, Fox exclaimed with exultation, how 
mnch it was the greatest event that had ever happened in 
the world, how much the best. Is it an infirmity to wish, 
for an instant, that some such phrase of generous hope had 
escaped from Burke ; that he had for a day or an hour un- 
dergone that fine illusion which was lighted up in the spir- 
its of men like Wordsworth and Coleridge ? Those great 
poeta, who were destined one day to preach even a wiser 
and a loftier conservatism than his own, have told us what 
they felt- 
When Prance in wrath her giant limbs uprearcd. 
And with tbaC oath, which smote air, eartb, and sea. 
Stamped her strong foot, and aaid she would be free. 
Burke from the first espied the looming shadow of a 
catastrophe. In August he wrote to Lord Charlemont 
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that ihe events in France bad aomethuig [wradosica] tud 

mysterious about them ; that the ontbreak of the old Fs- 
riKiaD ferocity mi^ht be no more than a suddeti explosion, 
bat if it shoald happen to be /character rather than acci- 
dent, then the people would need a atronq hand like that 
of their former masters to coerce them ; that ail depended 
upon the French having wise heads amon<; them, and upon 
these wise heads, if such there were, acquiring an authority 
to match their wisdom. There is nothing here bat a calm 
and sagacious suspense of judgment. It soon appeared 
that the old Parisian ferocity waa atiU alive. In the events 
of October, 1789, when the mob of Paris marched oat 
to Versailles and marched back again with the King and 
Queen in triumphal procession, Burke felt in his heart that 
the beginning of the end had come, and tbat the catastro- 
phe was already at hand. In October he wrote a long let- 
tor to the French gentJeman to whom he afterwards ad- 
drsBsed the RefiecHons. " Ton hope, sir," he said, " that I 
think the French deserving of liberty. I certainly do. I 
certainly think that all men who desire it deserve it. We 
cannot forfeit our right to it, but by what forfeits our title 
to the privilegea of our kind. The Hberty I mean is aodal 
freedom. It is that state of things in which liberty is ae- 
oared by equality of restraint Tbis kind of liberty is, ie- 
deed, but another name for justice. Whenever a separation 
it modi between liberty and justice, neither is in my opinion 
safe." The weightiest and most important of all political 
truths, and worth half the fine things that poets have sung 
about freedom — if it could only have been respected, how 
different the course of the Revolution I Bnt the engineer 
who attempts to deal with the abysmal rush of the falls 
of Niagara must pat aside the tools that constructed the 
Bridgewater Canal and the Chelsea Waterworks. Nobody 
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recognised so early as Burke that France had really em- 
barked among cataracts and boiling gnlfs, and the pith 
of all Ilia first criticisms, includiDg the Sejiectiona, waa 
the proposition that to separate freedom from justice was 
tLOtbing else than to steer the ship of state direct into the 
Maelstroni. It is impossible to deny that this was true. 
Unfortunately it was a trnth which the wild spirits that 
were then abroad in the storm made of no avail. 

Destiny aimed an eril stroke when Burko, whose whole 
Bonl was hound up in order, peace, and gently enlarged 
precedent, found himself face to face with the portentous 
man-devouring Sphinx. He, who could not endure that a 
few clergj-men should be allowed to subscribe to the Bible 
instead of to the Articles, saw the ancient Church of Chris- 
teadom prostrated, its possessions confiscated, its priests 
proscribed, and Christianity itself officially superseded. 
The economical reformer, who when his zeal was hottest 
declined to discharge a tide-waiter or a scullion in the 
royal kitchen, who should have acquired the shadow of a 
vested interest in his post, beheld two great orders stripped 
of their privileges and deprived of much of their lands, 
though their possession had been sanctified by the express 
voice of the laws and the prescription of many centuries. 
He, who was full of apprehension and anger at the pro- 
posal to take away a member of Parliament from St, Mi- 
chael's or Old Sarum, had to look on while the most au- 
gust monarchy in Europe was overturned. The man who 
dreaded fanatics, hated atheists, despised political theoris- 
ers, and was driven wild at the notion of applying meta- 
phyMcal rights and abstract doctrines to public aSairs, sud- 
denly beheld a whole kingdom given finally up to fanat- 
ics, atheists, and theorisers, who talked of nothing but the 
rights of man, and deliberately set as wide a gulf as roin 
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and bloodshed could make between themselves and every 
incident or institution in the history of their land. The 
statesman who had once declared, and habitually proved, 
his preference for peace over even truth, who had all his 
life surrounded himself with a mental paradise of order 
and equilibrium, in a moment found himself confronted by 
the stupcjidoua and awful spectre which a centnry of dis- 
order had raised in its supreme hour. It could not have 
been difBcult for any one who had studied Burke's charac- 
ter and career, to foretell all that now came to pass with 

It was from an English, and not from a French point 
of view, tbat Burke was first drawn to write upon the 
Revolution. The 4th of November was the anniveraary 
of the landing of the Prince of Orange, and the first act 
in ths BevolaUon of ICSS. The members of an associa- 
tion which called itaelf the Revolution Society, chiefly 
composed of Dissenters, but cot without a mixture of 
Churchmen, including a few peers and a good many mem- 
bera of the House of Commons, met as usual to hear a 
Bermon in commemoration of the glorious day. Dr. 
Price was the preacher, and both in the morning sermon 
and in the speeches which followed ia the festivities of 
the afternoon the French were held up to the loudest ad- 
miration, as having carried the principles of our own 
Revolution to a loftier height, and having opened bound- 
less hopes to mankind. By these harmless proceedings 
Burke's anger and scorn were aroused to a pitch which 
must seem to ua, as it seemed to not a few of his contem- 
poraries, singularly out of all proportion to its cause. 
Deeper things were doubtless in silent motion within him. 
He sot to work npon a denunciation of Price's doctrines, 
with a velocity that reminds us of Aristotle's companBon 
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of anger to the over-hasty servant, wlio runs oS with all 
speed before he has listened to half the ineasage. This 
was the origin of the Rejections. The design grow as the 
writer went on. His imagination took fire ; hia memocy 
quickened a throng of impressive associations ; his excited 
vision revealed to him a band of vain, petulant upstarta 
persecuting the ministers of a sacred religion, insulting a 
virtuous and innocent sovereign, and covering with hu- 
miliation the august daughter of the Ciesars ; his mind 
teemed with the sage maxims of the philosophy of things 
established, and the precepts of the gospel of order. Ev- 
ery courier that crossed the Channel supplied new mate- 
rial to his contempt and his alarm. He condemned the 
whole method and course of the French reforms. His 
judgment was in suspense no more. He no longer dis- 
trusted ; he hated, despised, and began to dread. 

Men soon began to whisper abroad that Burke thought 
ill of what was going on over the water. When it trans- 
pired that he was writing a pamphlet, the world of letters 
was stirred with the liveliest expectation. The name of 
the author, the importance of the subject, and the singu- 
larity of his opinions, so Mackintosh informs us, all ia- 
fiamed the public curiosity. Soon after Parliament met 
for the session (l790), the army estimates were brought 
up. Fox criticised the increase of oar forces, and inci- 
dentally hinted something in praise of the French army, 
which had shown that a man could be a soldier without 
ceasing to be a citizen. Some days afterwards the sub- 
ject was revived, and Pitt, as well as Fox, avowed himself 
hopeful of the good effect of the Revolution upon the or- 
der and government of France. Borke followed in a very 
different vein, openly proclaiming that dislike and fear of 
the Revolution which was to be the one ceaseless refrain oi 



all tbat he spoke or wrote for tLe rest of his life. Ue de- 
plored Fox's praise of the army for breaking their lawful 
allegiance, aod then he proceeded with ominous words to 
the effect that, if any friend of liis should concur in any 
measures which should tend to introduce such a democracy 
as that of France, he would abandon Uis best friends and 
join with hia worst enemies to oppose either the means 
or tbo end. This has unanimously been pronounced one 
of the most brilliant and effective speeches that Burke 
ever made. Fox rose with distress on every feature, and 
made the often-i^uoted declaration of hia di:bt to Burke : 
"If all the political information I have learned from 
books, all which I have gained from science, and all which 
my knowledge of the world and its affairs has taught me, 
were put into one scale, and the improvement which I 
have deriTcd from my right hononrabJe friend's instruc- 
tion and conversation were placed in the other, I should 
be at a loss to decide to which to give the preference. I 
have learnt more from my right honourable friend than 
from all the men with whom I ever conversed." All 
seemed likely to end in a spirit of conciliation, until Sheri- 
dan rose, and in the plainest terms that he could find ex- 
pressed Lis dissent from everything that Burlte had said. 
Burke immediately renounced his friendship. For the 
£rst time in hia life he found the sympathy of the House 
vehemently on his side. 

In the following month (March, 1790) this nnpromis- 
ing incident was succeeded by an aberration which no ra- 
tional man wilt now undertake to defend. Fox brought 
forward a motion for the repeal of the Test and Corpora-, 
tion Acts. He did this in accordance with a recent sug- 
gestion of Burko'a own, that he should strengthen his po- 
litical positiou by winning the support of the Pissentera. 
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Biuie MmBelf had always denounced the Tost Act as 
bad, and as an abuse of sacred tbings. To the amaze- 
ment of everybody, and to the infinite scandal of his par- 
ty, he now pronounceil the Diasentere to be disaffected 
citizens, and refused to relieve them. Well might Fox 
say that Burke's words had filled him with grief and 
shame. 

Meanwhile the great rhetorical fabric gradually arose. 
Burke revised, erased, moderated, strengthened, emphasized, 
wrote and re-wrote with indefatigable industry. With the 
manuscript constantly under his eyes, he lingered busily, 
pen in hand, over paraj^rsphs and phrases, antitheses and 
apophthegms. The Refections was no superb improvisa- 
tion. Its composition recalls Palma Giovino's account of 
the mighty Titian's way of working; how the master 
made his preparations with resolute strokes of a hpavily- 
laden bmah, and then turned his picture to the wall, and 
by-and-by resumed again, and thou again and again, re- 
dressing, adjusting, modelling the light with a rub of his 
finger, or dabbing a spot of dark colour into some comer 
with a touch of his thumb, and finally working all his 
smirches, contrasts, abruptnesses, into the glorious harmony 
that we know. Burke was bo anwearied in this insatiable 
correction and alteration, that the printer found it neoea- 
sary, instead of making the changes marked upon the 
proof-sheets, to set up the whole in type afresh. The 
work was upon the easel for exactly a year. It was No- 
vember (1790) before the result came into the hands of 
the public. It was a small octavo of three hundred and 
fifty-six pages, in contents rather less than twice the pres- 
ent volume, bound in an unlettered wrapper of grey paper, 
and sold for five shillings. In less than twelve months it 
reached its eleventh edition, and it has been computed 
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that not many ahort of thirty thousand copies were sold 
within the nest six years. 

The first curiosity had las^isbed in the coarse of the 
long delay, but it was revived in its strongest force when 
the book itself appeared. A remarkablB effect instantly 
followed. Before the Rejiectiotis was published, the pre- 
dominant sentiment in England had been one of mixed 
astonishment and sympatbv. Pitt had e repressed this 
common mood both in the House of Commons and in 
private. It was impossible for England not to be amazed 
at the uprising of a nation whom they had been accus- 
tomed to think of as willing slaves, and it was impossible 
for ber, when the scene did not happen to be the American 
colonies or Ireland, not to profess good wishes for the 
cause of emancipation all over the world. Apart from 
the natural admiration of a free people for a neighbour 
struf^gling to be free, England saw no reason to lament a 
blow to a sovereign and a government who had interfered 
on the side of her insurgent colonies. To this easy state 
of mind Burke's book put an immediate end. At once, 
as contemporaries assure us, it divided the nation into two 
parties. On both sides it precipitated opinion. With a 
long-resounding blast on his golden trumpet Burke had 
unfurled a new flag, and half the nation hurried to rally 
to it — that half which had scouted his views on America, 
which bad bitterly disliked bis plan of Economic Reform, 
which hod mocked his ideas on religious toleration, and 
which a moment before had hated and reviled bim beyond 
all men living, for his fierce tenacity in the impeachment 
of Warren Hastings. The King said to everybody who 
came near him that the book was a good book, a very 
(food book, and every gentleman oaght to read it The 
aniversitiea began to think of offering the scarlet gown of 
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their most honourable dc^rree to the assailant of Price and 
the Dissenters. The great army of the indolent good, t.ha 
people who lead excellent lives and never use their reason, 
took riolcnt alarm. Tbe timorous, the weak-minded, the 
bigoted, were suddenly awakened to a sense of what they 
owed to themselves. Burke gave them the key which 
enabled them to Interpret the Kevolution in harmony with 
their usual ideas and their temperament. 

Reaction quickly rose to a high pitch. One preacher 
in a parish church in the neighbourhood of London cele- 
brated the anniversary of the Restoration of King Charles 
n. by a sermon, in which the pains of eternal damnation 
were confidently promised to political disaffection. Rorai]- 
ly, mentioning to a friend that the Reflections bad got 
into a fourteenth edition, wondered whether Burke was 
not rather ashamed of his snccesa. It is when we come 
to the rank and file of reaction that we find it hard to for- 
give the man of genius who made himself the organ of 
their selfishness, their timidity, and their blindness. We 
know, alas ! that the parts of his writings on French affairs 
to which they would fly wore not likely to be the parts 
which calm men now road with sympathy, but the scold- 
ings, the screamings, the unworthy vituperation with which, 
especially in the latest of them, he attacked everybody who 
took part in the Revolution, from Condorcet and Lafay- 
ette down to Marat and Couthon. It was the feet of clay 
that they adored in their image, and not the head of fine 
gold and the breasts and the arms of silver. 

On the continent of Europe the excitement was as great 
among the ruling classes as it was at homo. Mirabean, 
who had made Burke's acquaintance some years before in 
England, and even been his guest at Beaconsfield, now 
made the Refleetiont the text of more than one treraen- 
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dons philippic. Louis XVL is said to have translated the 
book into French with bis own hand. Catherine of 
Kuma, Voltaire's ador«d Semiramia of the North, the 
Wnefactress of Diderot, the ready helper of the philo- 
Bophiu party, pressed her congratulations on the gvest 
[lOOliS of the old order, who now thundered anathema 
against the philosophers and all their works. 

It is importaDt to remember the stage which the Revo- 
lution liad reached when Burke was composing his attack 
upon it The year 1790 was precisely the time when the 
hopes of the beet men in France shone most brightly, and 
seemed most reasonable. There had been disorders, and 
I'ltria atill had ferocity in her mien. But Robespierre was 
an obscure figure on the back benches of the Assembly, 
Nobody had ever heard of Danton. The name of Eepnb- 
lio had never been so ranch aa whispered. The King still 
believed that constitutional monarchy woald leave him as 
much power a« he desired. He had voluntarily gone to 
the National Assembly, and in simple language had es- 
horted them all to imitate his example by professing the 
single opinion, the single interest, the single wish — attach- 
ment to the new oonstittition, and ardent desire for tha 
peace and happinesB of France. The cleigy, it is true, 
wore violently irritated by the spoliation of their goods, 
and the nobles had crossed the Rhine, to brood impotent- 
ly in the safety of Coblonz over projects of a bloody re- 
i-ongo upon tlielr country. But France, meanwhile, paid 
little hoed either to the anger of the cloi^ or the menaces 
of the emigrant nobles, and at the very moment when 
Burke was writing his most sombre pages, Paris and the 
celebrating with transports of joy and en- 
thusiasm the civic oath, the federation, the restoration of 
concord to the land, the final establishment of freedon 
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and JQBfice in a. regenerated France. This was the uappy 
BCene over which Burke suddenly stretched out the nght 
arm of an inspired prophet, pointing to the cloud of thun- . 
der and darkness that was gathiiriii^ on the hills, and pro- 
claiming to them the doom that bad been written upon 
the wall by the fingers of an inenurable hand. It Is no 
wonder that when the cloud burst and the doom was ful- 
filled, men turned to Burke, «s they went of old to Ahitb- 
ophel, whose counsel was as if a man had inquired of the 
oracle of God. 

It is not to our purpose to discuss all the propositions 
advanced in the Beflections, much less to reply to them. 
The book is like some temple, by whose atmctnre and de- 
sign we aliow ourselves to be impressed, without being 
careful to measure the precise ti^th or fitness of the wor- 
ship to which it was consecrated by its first founders. 
Just as the student of the Politics of Aristotle may well 
accept all the wisdom of it, without caring to protest at 
every turn against slavery as the basis of a society, so we 
may well cherish all the wisdom of the Reflections, at this 
distance of time, without marking as a rubric on every 
page that half of these impressive formultc and inspiring 
declamations were irrelevant to the occasion which called 
them forth, and exercised for the hour an influence that 
was purely mischievous. Time permits to us this profita- 
ble lenity. In reading this, the first of his invectives, it 
is important for the sake of clcamesa of judgment to put 
from our minds the practical policy which Burke after- 
wards 80 untiringly urged upon his countrymen. As yet 
there is no exhortation to England to interfere, and we 
Btill listen to the voice of tbe statesman, and are not deaf- 
ened by the passionate cries of the preacher of a crusade. 
When Burke wrote the Reflections, he was justified in crit- 



ic'sing the Revolution as an extraordinary moTement, bnt 
still a moTement professing to be conducted on the prin- 
ciples of rational and practicable politics. They were the 
principles to which competent onlookers like Jefferson 
and Moirifl had expected the Assembly to conform, bat to 
which the Assembly never conformed for an iostant. It 
watt on the principles of rational politics that Fox and 
Sheridan admired it On these principles Burke con- 
demned it He declared that the methods of the Constit- 
uent Assembly, up to the summer of 1790, were nnjnst, 
precipitate, destructive, and vithont stability. Men had 
chosen to build their house on the sands, and the winds 
and the seas would speedily beat against it and over- 
throw it. 

His prophecy was fulfilled to the letter. What is still 
more important for the credit of his foresight is, that not 
only did his prophecy come true, but it came true for the 
reasons that he had fixed upon. It was, for instanee, the 
■ constitution of the Charch, in which Burke saw the worst 

H of the many bad mistakes of the Assembly. History, now 

H slowly shaking herself free from the passions of a centu' 

H ry, agrees that the civil constitution of the clergy was the 

H measnro which, more than any other, decisively put an end 

H to whatever hopes there might have been of a peacefnl 

H transition from the old order to the new. A still more 
H striking piece of foresight is the prediction of the despot- 

H ism of the Napoleonic Empire. Burke had compared the 

^B levelling policy of the Assembly in their geometrical divis- 

H ion of the departments, and their isolation from one an- 

H other of the bodies of the state, to the treatment which a 

^M conquered country receives at the hands of its conquerors. 
H Like Romans in Greece or Macedon, the French innovators 

^1 had destroyed the bonds of union, under color of provid- 
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ing for the independence of each of their cities. " If tba 
preseat project of a Republic should f^I," Burke said, with 
a prescience really profound, " all securities to a moder- 
ate freedom fail with it^ All the indirect restraints which 
mitigate despotism are removed; insomuch that, if mon- 
archy should ever again obtain an entire ascendancy in 
France nnder this or any other dynasty, it will probably 
bo, if not voluntarily tempered at setting out by the wise 
and yirtuona counsels of the prince, the most completely 
arbitrary power that ever appeared on earth." Almost at 
the same moment Mirabeau was secretly writing to the 
King, that their plan of reducing all citizens to a single 
class would have delighted Richelieu. This equal sorface, 
he said, facilitates the exercise of power, and many reigns 
in an absolute government would not have done as much 
as this single year of revolution for the roval authority. 
Time showed that Burke and Mirabeau were right. 

History ratifies nearly all Burke's strictures on the levi- 
ty and precipitancy of the first set of actors in the revo- 
lutionary drama. No part of the Hefieetions is more en- 
ergetic than the denunciation of geometric and literary 
methods ; and these are just what the modern explorer 
hits upon, as one of the fatal secrets of the catastrophe. 
De Tocqueville's chapter on the causes which made literary 
men the principal persons in Franco, and the effect which 
this had upon the Revolution (Bk. iii. eh. i.), is only a lit- 
tle too cold to be able to pass for Burke's own. Quinct's 
work on the Revolution is one long sermon, fuU of elo- 
quence and cogency, upon the incapacity and blindness of 
the men who undertook the conduct of a tremendous cri- 
sis upon mere literary methods, without the moral conr- 
age to obey the logic of their beliefs, with the student's 
ignorance of the eager passion and rapid imagination of 
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mnltitades of men, with the pedant's mUapprecialion of a 
people, of whom it has b«eD said by one of themselTea 
that there never was a cation more led by its sensations, 
and less by iu principles. Comte, again, points impres- 
sively to tbe Kerolntion as the period which iUostmtes 
more decisively than another tbe peril of confoonding the 
two great fanctions of specnlation and political action ; 
and he speaks with jnst reprobation of the preposterous 
idea in the philosophic politicians of the epoch, that so- 
ciety was at their disposal, independent of its past devetop- 
ment, devoid of inherent impulses, and easily capable of 
Iteiog morally regenerated by the mere modification of 1^- 
islative rules. 

What then was it that, in tbe midst of so much per- 
spicacity as to detail, blinded Burke, at the time when he 
wrote the ReflectioTu, to the true nature of the movement! 
Is it not this, that he judges the Revolution aa the soln- 
titin of a merely political question? If the Revotntion 
hud been merely political, his judgment would have been 
adequate. The question was much deeper. It was a so- 
cial question that burned under the surface of what seem- 
ed no more than a modification of external arrangements. 
That Burke was alive to the existence of social problems, 
and that he was even tormented by them, wo know from 
an incidental passage in the Rrjleclions. There he tells 
ns how often be had reflected, and never reflected without 
feeling, upon the innumerable servile and degrading ocen- 
pations to which, by the social economy, so many wretches 
are inevitably doomed. He had pondered whether there 
could he any means of rescuing these unhappy people 
from their miserable industry, without disturbing the natn- 
of things, and impeding the great wheel of cir- 
eulation whieb is turned by their labour. This is the vein 
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of that strildng passage in his first composition, which I 
have already quoted (p. 16). Burke did not yet see, and 
prohably never saw, that one key to the events which as- 
tonished and exaaperatetJ him, was simply that the per- 
sons most urgently concerned had taken the riddle which 
perplexed him into their own hands, and had in fiery ear- 
nest set about their awn deliverance. The pith of the Rev- 
olution, up to 1700, was less llie political constitution, of 
which Burke saya so much, and ao much that is tme, but 
the social and economic transformation, of which he aaya 
so little. It was not a question of the power of the King, 
or the measure of an electoral circumscription, that made 
the Revolution ; it was the iniquitous distribution of the 
taxes, the scourge of the militia service, the scourge of the 
road service, the destructive tyranny exercised in the vast 
preserves of wild game, the vexatious rights and imposts 
of the lords of manors, and all the other odious burdens 
and heavy impediments on the prosperity of the thrifty 
and industrious part of the nation. If he had seen ever 
so clearly that one of the most important sides of the 
Revolution in progress was the rescue of the tiller of the 
soil, Burke would still doubtless have viewed events with 
bitter suspicion. For the process could not bo executed 
without disturbing the natural course of things, and with- 
out violating his principle that all changes should find us 
with our minds tenacious of justice and tender of prop- 
erty. A closer examination than he chose to give, of the 
CDrrent administration alike of justice and of property 
under the old system, would have explained to him that 
an hour had come in which the spirit of property and of 
justice compelled a supersession of the letter. 

If Burke had insisted on rigidly keeping sensibility to 
the wrongs of the French people out of the discossion, on 
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the gronnd that the whole subject was one for positive 

knowledge and logical inference, bis position woald have 
been intelligible and defensible. He followed no sach 
coarse. Ills pleading turns constantly to ai^inenta from 
feeling; but it is always to feeling on one side, and to a 
sensibility that is only alive to the concentrated force of 
historic associations. How much pure and uncontrolled 
emotion had to do with what ought to have been the rea- 
soned judgments of his understanding, we know on his 
own evidence. He had sent the proof-sheets of a part of 
his book to Sir Philip Francia. They contained the fa- 
mous passage describing the French Queen as he had seen 
her seventeen years before at Versailles. Francis bluntly 
wrote to him that, in his opinion, all Burke's eloquence 
about Marie Antoinette was no better than pure foppery, 
and he referred to the Queen herself as no better than 
Messalina. Burke was so excited by this that his sod, in a 
rather officious letter, begged Francis not to repeat such 
Btimulating remonstrance. What is interesting in the in- 
cident is Burke's own reply. He knew nothing, he said, 
of the story of Messalina, and declined the obligation of 
proving judicially the virtues of all those whom he saw 
suffering wrong and contumely, before he endeavoured to 
interest others in their sufferings, and before endeavouring 
to kindle horror against midnight assassins at backstairs 
and their more wicked abettors in pulpits. And then he 
went on, " I tell you again tliat the recollection of the 
manner in which I saw the Queen of France in the year 
1774 [1773], and the contrast between that brilliancy, 
splendour, and beauty, with the prostrate homage of a 
nation to her, and the abominable scene of 1789 which 
I waa describing, did draw tears from me and wetted 
tny paper. These tears came ^un into m; eyea a^ 
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moat as often as I looked at the description — they may 

a well to pity the un- 
merited agoniea of Marie Antoinette, thongh aa yet, we 
mnst remember, she had suffered nothing beyond the in- 
dignities of the days of October at Versailles. But did 
not the protracted agonies of a nation deserve the tribute 
of a tear! As Paine asked, were men to weep over the 
plumage, and forget the dying bird ? The bulk of the 
people must labour, Burke told them, " to obtain what by 
labour can be obtained ; and when they find, as they com- 
monly do, the suceesB disproportioned to the endeavour, 
they must be taught their consolation in the liDal propor- 
tions of eternal justice." Wlien we know that a Lyons 
silk-weaver, working as hard as he could for over seventeen 
hours a day, could not earn money enough to procure the 
most bare and urgent necesBariea of subsistence, we may 
know with what benignity of brow eternal justice mast 
have presented herself in the garret of that hapless wretch. 
It was no idle abstraction, no metaphysical right of man, 
for which the French cried, but only the practical right of 
being permitted, by their own toil, to save themselves and 
the little ones about their knees from hunger and omel 
death. The mainmortabte serfs of ecclesiastics are vari- 
ously said to have been a million and a million and a half 
at the time of the Revolution. Burke's horror, as he 
thought of the priests and prelates who left palaces and 
dignities to earn a scanty living by the drudgery of teach- 
ing their language in strange lands, should have been alle- 
viated by the thought that a million or more of men were 
rescued from ghastly material misery. Are we to be so 
overwhelmed with sorrow over the pitiful destiny of the 
men of exalted rank and sacred function, as to hava no 
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tears for the forty thouaand serfs in the gorges of the 
Jura, who were held iu dead-hand by the Bishop of Smit- 
Claude! 

The simple truth Is that Burke did not know enough of 
the flubject about which he was writing. When he said, 
for instance, that the French before 1789 possessed all the 
elements of a constitution that niigKt be made neaily as 
good as could be wished, he said what many of his coit- 
tenipomries knew, and what all subsequent inyestigalioQ 
and meditation have proved, to be recklessly ill-considered 
and untrue. As to the social state of France, his informa- 
tion was still worse. He saw the dangers and disorders 
of the new system, but he saw a very little way indeed 
into tlie more cruel dangers and disorders of the old. 
Mackintosh replied to the Refiectiom with manliness and 
temperance in the Vindicics ffallicce. Thomas Paine re- 
plied to them with an energy, courage, and eloquence wor- 
thy of his cause, in the Rights of Man, But the substan- 
tial and decisive reply to Burke came from his former 
Gorrespondent, the farmer at Bradfield, in Suffolk. Arthur 
Young published his Traveh in France some eighteen 
months after the Bejtections (1792], and the pages of the 
twenty-first chapter, in which be closes his performance, 
as a luminous criticism of the most important side of the 
Revolution, are worth a hundred times more than Burke, 
Mackintosh, and Paine all put together. Young after- 
wards became panic-stricken, but his book remained. There 
the writer plainly enumerates without trope or invective 
the intolerable burdens under which the great mass of the 
French people had for long years been groaning. It was 
the removal of these burdens that made the very heart's 
core of the Revolution, and gave to France that new lifo 
which HO soon astonished and terrified Euraoe. Yet 
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Burke seems profoundly unconscioua of the whole of 
them. He even boldly asserts that, when the several or- 
ders met in their bailliages in 1789, to choose their repre- 
sentatives and draw up their grievances and instructions, 
ja no one of these instructions did they charge, or even 
hint at, any of those things which had drawn npon the 
usurping Assembly the detestation of the rational part of 
mankind. He could not have made a more enormous 
blander. There was not a single great change made by 
the Assembly which had not been demanded in the lists 
of grievances that had been sent up by the nation to Ver- 
sailles. The division of the kingdom into districts, and 
the proportioning of the representation to taxes and pop- 
ulation ; the suppression of the intendants ; the snppres- 
sion of all monks, and the sale of their goods and estates ; 
the abolition of feudal rights, duties, and services ; the 
alienation of the King's domains ; the demolition of the 
Bastille ; these and all else were in the prayers of half the 
petitions that the country had laid at the feet of the King, 
If this were merely an incidental blunder in a fact, it 
might be of no importance. But it was a blunder which 
went to the very root of the discussion. The fact that 
France was now at the back of the Assembly, inspiring 
its counsels imd ratifying its decrees, was the cardinal 
element, and that is the fact which at this stage Burke 
systematically ignored. That he shoald have so ignored 
it, left him in a curious position, for it left him without 
any rational explanation of the sources of the policy which 
kindled his indignation and contempt. A publicist can 
never be sure of his position, until he can explain to him- 
self even what he does not wish to justify to others. 
Burke thought it enough to dwell upon the immeoBe 
number of lawyers in the Assembly, and to show that 
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lawyers are natorally bad etateBmen. He did not look 
the state of things steadily in the face. It was no eaa^ 
thing to do. But Burke was a man who ought to have 
done it He set all down to the ignorance, folly, and 
wickedness of the French leaders. This was as shallow 
as the way in which bis enemies, tbo philosophers, used 
to set down the superstition of eighteen centuries to the 
craft of priests, and all defects in the government of Eu- 
rope to the cruelty of tyrants. How it came about that 
priests and tyrants acquired their irresistible power over 
men's minds, they never inquired. And Burke never in- 
quired into the enthusiastic acquiescence of the nation, 
and, what was moat remarkable of all, the acquiescence of 
the army, in the strong measures of the Assembly. Burke 
was, in truth, so appalled by the mngnitudc of the enter- 
prise on which France had embarked, that he utterly for- 
got for once the necessity in political afiaira, of seriously 
understanding the originating conditions of things. He 
was strangely content with the explanations that came 
from the maJignanta at Coblenz, and he actually told 
Francis that he charged the djaorders not on the mob, 
but on the Duke of Orleans and Mirabeau, on Baraave 
and Bailly, on Lameth and Lafayette, who had spent im- 
mense sums of money, and used innumerable arts, to stir 
up the populace throughout France to the commiaaion of 
the enormities that were shocking the conscience of Eu- 
rope. His imagination broke loose. His practical reason 
was mastered by something that was deeper in him than 
reason. 

This brings me to remark a really singular trait In 
spite of the predominance of practical sagacity, of the 
habits and spirit of public business, of vigorous actaalitj 
in Burke's character, yet at the bottom of all his thoughts 
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about commnnities hbA goveromenta there lay a certain 
TajBticiam. It was no irony, no literary trope, when he 
talked of our Laving taught the American husbandman 
" pioQBly to believe in the mysterious virtue of wax and 
parchment." He was using no otiose epithet, when he 
described the disposition of a stupendous wisdom, " mould- 
ing together the great mysteriona incorporation of the hu- 
man race." To him there actually was an element of mys- 
tery in the cohesion of men in societies, in political obedi- 
ence, in the sanctity of contract ; in all that fabric of law 
and charter and obligation, whether written or unwritten, 
which is the sheltering bulwark between civilization and 
bsrhariam. When reason and history had contributed all 
that they could to the explanation, it seenied to him as 
if the vital force, tlie secret of organization, the binding 
framework, must still come from the impenetrable regions 
beyond reasoning and beyond history. There was anoth- 
er great conservative writer of that age, whose genius was 
aroused into a protest against the revolutionary spirit, as 
vehement aa Burke's. This was Joseph de Maistre, one of 
the most learned, witty, and acute of all reactionary philos- 
ophers. De Maistre wrote a book on the Generative Prin- 
ciple of' Political Constitutions, He conld only find this 
principle in the operation of occult and supernatural forces, 
producing the half-divine legislatora who figure mysteriously 
in the early history of nations. Hence he held, and with 
astonishing ingenuity enforced, the doctrine that nothing 
else conld deliver Europe from the Satanic forces of revo- 
lution — he used the word Satanic in all literal seriousness 
— save the divinely inspired supremacy of the Pope. No 
natural operations seemed at all ade<]uate cither to produce 
or to maintain the marvel of a coherent society. We are 
reminded of a professor who, in the fantastic days of geol- 
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ogy, eitplained the PyrainidB of Egypt to be the i 
of a volcanic eruption, which had forced its way upwards 
by a slow and stately motion ; the hieroglyphs were crys- 
talline formations; and the shaft of the great Pyramid 
was the air-hole of a volcano. De Maistre preferred a sim- 
ilar explanation of the monstrous structures of modem 
society. The band of man conld never have reared, and 
could never uphold them. If we cannot say that Burke 
laboured in constant travail with the same perplexity, it is 
at least true that he was keenly alive to it, and that one of 
the reasons why he dreaded to see a finger laid upon a 
single stone of a single political edifice, was his conscious- 
ness that he saw no answer to the perpetual enigma how 
any of tbese edifices had ever been built, and how the pas- 
sion, violence, and waywardness of the natural man bad 
ever been persuaded to bow their necks to the strong yoke 
of a common social discipline. Never was mysticism more 
unseasonable ; never was an hour when men needed more 
carefully to remember Burke's own wise practical precept, 
when he was talking about the British mle in India, that 
we must throw a sacred veil over the beg^nings of gov- 
ernment. Many woes might perhaps have been saved to 
Europe, if Burke had applied this maxim to the govern- 
ment of the new France. 

Much has always been said about the inconsistency be- 
tween Burke's enmity to the Revolution, and his enmity 
to Lord North in one set of circumstances, and to Warren 
Hastings in another. The pamphleteers of the day made 
selections from the speeches and tracts of his happier time, 
and the seeming contrast had its efiect More candid op- 
ponents admitted then, as all competent persons admit 
now, that the inconsistency was merely verbal and super- 
ficial. Watson, the Bishop of Llandaff, was only one of 
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many who observed very early that this was tlie iinmistak- 
able temper of Burke's mind. " I admired, as everybody 
did," he said, "the talents, but not the principles of Mr. 
Burke ; his opposition to the Clerical Petition [for relax- 
ation of BubHcription, 1772], first excited my suspicion of 
his being a High-Churchman in religion, and a Tory, per- 
haps an aristocratic Tory, in the state." Burke had, indeed, 
never been anything else than a conservative. He was like 
Falkland, who had bitterly assailed Strafford and Finch on 
the same principles on which, after the outbreak of the 
civil war, be consented to be secretary of state to King 
Charles. Coleridge is borne out by a hundred passages, 
when he says that in Barke'a vrritings at the be^nning of 
the Ameiican Revolution and in those at the beginning of 
the French Revolution, the principles are the same and the 
deductions are the same; the practical inferences are al- 
most opposite in the one case from those drawn in the 
other, yet in both equally legitimate. It wonld be better 
to say that they would have been equally legitimate, if 
Burke bad been as right in his facts, and as ample in his 
knowledge in the case of France, as he was in the case of 
America. We fee!, indeed, that, partly from want of this 
knowledge, he has gone too far from some of the wise 
maxims of an earlier time. "What has become of the doc- 
trine that all great public collections of men — he was then 
speaking of the House of Commons — " possess a marked 
love of virtue and an abhorrence of vice."' Why was the 
French Assembly not to have the benefit of this admirable 
generalisation? What has become of all those sayings 
about the presumption, in all disputes between nations and 
rulers, " being at least upon a par in favonr of the people ;" 
and a populace never rebelling from passion for attack, but 
' Ameriixm Taxalioa, 
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from impadence of suffering! And where is now that 
strong dictnm, in the letter to the Sheriff!) of Bristol, that 
"general rebellions and revolts of a whole [>eople nerer 
were eneouraged, now or at any time; they are alwajs 
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When all these things have been noted, to hold a man 
to his foTmnlie without reference to their special applica- 
tion, is pure pedantry. Burke was the last man to lay 
down any political proposition not subject to the ever Ta- 
rying interpretation of circumstances, and independently of 
the particular nse which was to be made of it. Nothing 
universal, he had always said, can be rationally affirmed oa 
any moral or poUtical subject. The lines of morality, 
again, are never ideal lines of mathematics, but are broad 
and deep as well as long, admitting of exceptions, and de- 
manding modificationa. "These exceptions and modifi- 
cations are made, not by the process of logic, but by the 
rules of prudence. Prudence is not only first in rant of 
the virtues, political and moral, but she is the director, the 
r^nlator, the standard of them all. As no moral ques- 
tions are ever abstract questions, this, before I judge upon 
any abstract proposition, must be embodied in circnm- 
stances ; for, since things are right and wrong, morally 
speaking, only by their relation and connection with other 
things, this very question of what it is politically right to 
grant, depends upon its relation to its effects." " Circum- 
Btancea," he says, never weary of laying down his great 
notion of political method, " give, in reality, to every po- 
litical principle its distinguishing colour and discriminate 
ing effect. The circumstances are what render every civil 
and political scheme beneficial or obnoxiona to mankind," 

This is at once the weapon with which he would have 
defended his own consistency, and attacked the absolute 
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proceedings in France. He changed Lis front, but ho 
never changed hia ground. He was not more paasionate 
agiuDst the proscription in France than he had been against 
the BQspension of Habeas Corpus in the American war. " I 
flatter myself," he said in the Refiectiong, " that I love a 
manly, moral, regulated liberty." Ten years before he had 
said, " The liberty, the only liberty I mean, is a liberty con- 
nected with order." The court tried to regulate liberty 
too severely. It found in liim an inflexible opponent. 
Demt^oguea tried to remove the regulations of liberty. 
They encountered in him the bitterest and most unceasing 
of all remonstrants. The arbitrary majority in the House 
of Commons foi^t for whose benefit tliey held power, 
from whom they derived their authority, and in what de- 
scription of government it was that they had a place. 
Burke was the most valiant and strenuous champion in the 
ranks of the independent minority. He withstood to the 
face the King and the King's friends. He withstood to the 
face Charles Fox and the Friends of the People. Ha may 
have been wrong in both, or in either, but it is unreasona- 
ble to tell us that he turned, back in hta course ; that he 
was a revolutionist in lV70, and a reactionist in 1790; 
that he was in his sane mind when he opposed the suprem- 
acy of the Court, but that his reason was tottering when 
he opposed the supremacy of the Faubourg Saint Antoine. 
There is no part of Burke's career at which we may not 
find evidence of his instinctive and undying repugnance to 
the critical or revolutionary spirit and all its works. From 
the early days when he had parodied Bolingbroke, down 
to the later time when he denounced Condorcet as a fanat- 
ical atheist, with "every disposition to the lowest as well 
as the highest and most determined vtllanies," he invaria- 
bly suspected or denounced everybody, virtuous or vicious, 
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high-minded or ignoble, who inquired with too keen a 
scrutiny into the foundations of morals, of religion, of so- 
cial order. To examine with a curioaa or unfavoarable eye 
the bases of established opinions, was to show a leaning 
to anarchy, to atbeiani, or to unbridled libertinism. Al- 
ready we have seen how, three years after the publication 
of his TkoughU on the Present Diaeontentt, and seTen- 
teen years before the composition of the Refieetiong, he 
denotioced the philosophers with a fervour and a vehe- 
mence which he never afterwards surpassed. When some 
of the clergy petitioned to be relieved from some of the 
severities of subscription, he had resisted them on the bold 
ground that the truth of a proposition deserves less atten- 
tion than the effect of adherence to it npon the established 
order of things. " I will not enter into the question," he 
told the House of Commons, " how much tnith is prefera- 
ble to peace. Perhaps truth may be far better. Bui as 
we have scarcely ever the same certainty in the one that 
we have in the other, I would, unless the truth were evi- 
dent Indeed, hold fast to peace." In that intellectual rest- 
lessness, to which the world is so deeply indebted, Burke 
could recognize but scanty merit. Himself the most in- 
dnstrious and active-minded of men, he was ever sober in 
cntting the channels of hia activity, and he would have 
had others equally moderate. Perceiving that plain and 
righteous conduct is the end of life in this world, he 
prayed men not to be over-carious in searching for, and 
handling, and again handling, the theoretic base on which 
the prerogatives of virtue repose Provided that there 
was peace, that is to say, so much of fair happiness and 
content as is compatible with the conditions of the human 
lot, Burke felt that a too great inquisitu ene^i as to its 
foundations was not only idle hut cruel. 



II.] 



PHILOSorfflGAL KEACrnON. 



ISS 



If tliB world (^ntinnes to read tlie Reflections, aod i«ads 
it with a new admiration that is not dimioished by the 
f&ct that on the special issac its tendency is oveiy day 
more clearly discerned to Lave been misleading, we may be 
snre that it is not for the sake of such things as the pre- 
cise character of the Revolution of 1688, where, for that 
matter, constitutional writers have shown abundantly that 
Burke was nearly as much in the wrong as Dr. Sacbeverell. 
Nor has the book lived merely by its gorgeous rhetoric 
and high emotions, thongh these have been contriboting 
elements. It lives because it contains a sentiment, a meth* 
od, a set of informal principles, which, awakened into new 
life after the Kevolution, rapidly transformed the current 
ways of thinking and feeling about all the most serious 
objects of our attention, and have powerfully helped to 
give a richer substance to all modem literature. In the 
Bejlectiona we have the first great sign that the ideas on 
government and philosophy which Locke had been the 
chief agent in setting into European circulation, and which 
had carried all triumphantly before them throughout the 
century, did not comprehend the whole truth nor the deep- 
est truth about human character — the relations of men and 
the union of men in society. It has often been said that 
the armoury from which the French philosophers of the 
eighteenth centory borrowed their weapons was furnished 
from England, and it may be added as truly that the re- 
action f^ainst that whole scheme of thought came from 
England. In one sense we may call the R*flectitm» a po- 
litical pamplilet, but it is much more than this, just as the 
movement against which it was levelled was much more 
than a politios.1 movement. The Revolution rested on a 
philosophy, and Burke confronted it with an antagonistic 
philosophy. Those are but superficial readers who fail to 
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flee at how many points Barke, while seeming only to deal 
with the French monarchy and the British constitution, 
with Dr. Price and Marie Antoinette, was in fact, and ex- 
actly because he dealt with them in the comprehensive 
spirit of true philosophy, turning mon^s minds to an atti- 
tude from which not only the political incidents of the 
hour, but the current ideas about religion, paychology, the 
very nature of human knowledge, would all he seen in a 
changed light and clothed in new colour. All really pro- 
found speculation about society conies in time to touch the 
heart of every other object of speculation, not by directly 
contributing new truths or directly corroborating old ones, 
but by setting men to consider the consequences to life of 
different opinions on these abstract subjects, and their rela- 
tions to the great paramount interests of society, however 
those interests may happen at the time to be conceived. 
'' Burke's hook marks a turning-point in literary history, 
because it was the signal for that reaction over the whole 
field of thought, into which the Revolution drove many of 
the finest minds of the next generation, by showing the i 
Bupposed consequences of pure individualistic rationalism. 
Wc need not attempt to work out the details of tbia ex- 
tension of a political reaction into a universal reaction in 
philosophy and poetry. Any one may easily think out 
for himself what consequences in act and thought, as well 
as in government, would be likely to flow, for example, 
from one of the most permanently admirable sides of 
Burke's teaching — his respect for the collective reason of 
men, and his sense of the impossibility in politics and 
morals of considering the individual apart from the expe- 
rience of the race. "We are afraid," he says, "to put 
men to live and trade each on his own private stock of 
reason, because we suspect that this stock in each man is 
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Eiiiv.U, and that the individuals would do better to avail 
tbi'tuselvea of the general bank and capita! of nations and 
of ages. Many of our men of speculation, instead of ex- 
ploding general prejudices, employ tkeir sagacity to discov- 
er the latent wisdom which prevails in tkem. If they find 

— a. hgt , they seek, and they Beldom fail, they think it more 

h the reason involved, 

(dice, and to leave notb- 

n , „ ! prejudice with its rea- 

,_ ^^ I that reason, and an af- 

' Cll/A kir^NT ■ nence. Prejudice is of 

t^WANSON: MONEY^' it P-^evioasly cngagea 
HkFJ'^'J ^^^ ^^>" Pi-esident John I th wisdom and virtue, and 
r fhoi-t ti?' "^.^^^ ^'""^ statement th' in the moment of deci 
* about the critical condition of the ca, 

economy of the United States in anv ■ . 
I forming us of the necessity of gov- anot! *'"'^' °^ unconnected 
intervention to prevent ly ','7 becomesapart of hia 
lapse Last Wednesday. Rbc^^t vi^tAh th«t Jr, Pt-Pr^ 



aho T ""^r^ '°™'' statement th" in the momen 

2sr/,7S- s''s2 'Sr;-^ .^t^'" ""i 

forming n> of the necessity of i,ov- S' """" "■' "'"•"""'t'i 
eminent intervention to prerent 1, > becomes a part of hi. 

, uZ^TuTrnm Zf""'"- «™"-' ""■'•■ """ » """^ 

I employee „'f Mn g" SoS'l" f'"' "'i"" "»»»•' of the 
\estment Company. Menlo Park Lin"!, 'nerations of ancestors 
iSSn'-E'crm'y"' ""' °° •"' of°,Vi part of on, ..n.i- 
Mr. Swanson likened Uncle"" j? ■«* ">«* ""•i""''*'- 
Sam's cash register to a piece of SeZ-"""™*'' '?•""» i ""' 
S,'"/- ^'•o""" "t™^ are tragi?eJoJ ring of action onght to 

^l^tssr™ sr^;? It™ r" "^vt "'" 

I r of breaking, much Ips- " --"^" ^ '^** eSective meaua of inflaeno- 
fh^^ ."""'Ifig action than when it esists as one part of a fabric of 
I- - ancient and endeared association ! Interpreted by a mo- 

bile genina and expanded by a poetic imagination, all this 
became the foundation from which the phiioaopby of 



Coleridge started, and, as Mill has shown in a famous es- 
, Coleridge was the great apoatlo of the conaervativo 
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Though Bnrkc hei-e, no doubt, found a true base for the 
philosophy of order, yet perhaps Condorcet or BamaTs 
might have justly a.<iked him whether, when we thus real- 
ixe the strong and immovable foundatioDs which are laid 
LQ our character before we are bom, there could be any oo- 
casion, as a matter of fact, for tbat vehement alarm which 
moved Burke lest a few lawyers, by a score of parchment 
decrees, should overthrow the venerated sentiraonts of Eu- 
rope about justice and abont property 1 Should he not 
have known better than most men the force of the Belf- 
protecting elements of Bociety ? 

This is not a convenient place for discussing the issues 
between the school of order and the school of progress. 
It is enough to have marked Burke's position in one of 
them. The Reflections places bim among tlie great Con- 
servatives of history. Perhaps the only Enghshmon with 
wboTTi in this respect he may be compared is Sir Thomu 
More, that virtuous and eloquent reactionist of the six- 
teenth century. More abounded in light, iu intellectual 
interests, in single-minded care for the common weal. He 
was as anxious as any man of his time for the improved 
ordering of the Church, hut he could not endure that ref- 
ormation should be bought at the price of breaking up 
the ancient spiritual anity of Europe. He was willing to 
slay and be slain rather than be would tolerate the de- 
struction of the old faith, or assent to the violence of the 
new statecraft. He viewed Thomas Cromwell's policy of 
rcfonnation just as Burke viewed Mirabeau's policy of 
revolution. Burke too, wo may be very sure, would as 
willingly have sent Mirabeao and Bailly to prison or the 
block as More sent Phillips to the Tower and Bainham to 
the stake. For neither More nor Bnrke was of the gentl« 
contemplative spirit, which the first disorder of a new so- 
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ciety juBt bnrBting into life merely overahadows with sad- 
dening regrets and poetic gloom. The old harmony was 
to thero so bound np with the purpose and meaning of 
life, that to wage active battle for the gods of their rever- 
ence was the irresiBtible instinct of self-preservation. More 
had an excaae which Burko had not, for the principle of, 
persecution was accepted by the best minds of the six- 
teenth century, but by the best minds of the eighteenth it 
was emphatically repudiated. 

Another illustrious name of Eurlio's own era rises to 
our lips, as we ponder Mentally the too scanty list of those 
who have essayed the great and hardy task of reconeiling 
order with progress. Tui^t is even a more imposing 
iigore than Burke himself. The impresBion made upon 
ttB by the pair is indeed very different, for Turgot was 
austere, reserved, distant, a man of many silences, and 
ranch suspense ; while Burke, as we know, was imagina- 
tive, exuberant, unrestrained, and, like some of the great- 
est actors on the stage of human affairs, he had associated 
his own personality with the prevalonco of right ideas and 
good influences. In Turgot, on the other hand, we dis- 
cern something of the isolation, the sternness, the diadain- 
fol melancholy of Tacitus. He even rises out of the eager, 
bustling, shrill-tongiied crowd of the Voltairean age with 
some of that austere moral indignation and haughty as- 
tonishment with which Dante had watched the stubborn 
ways of tneu centuries before. On one side Turgot shared 
the conservatism of Burke, though, perhaps, ho would 
hardly hare given it that name. He habitually corrected 
the headlong insistence of the revolutionary philosophers, 
his friends, by reminding them that neither pity, nor be- 
nevolence, nor hope can ever dispense with justice ; and 
he could never endure to hear of great changes bciii^ 
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wrought at the cost of this sovereign qaality. Like Barke, 
he held fast to the doctrine that everything must be dons 
for the multitude, but nothing by them. Like Burke, he 
realized how close are the links that bind the successiva 
generations of men, and make up the long chain of hamaa 
history. Like Burke, he never believed that the human 
mind has any spontaneous inclinatioD to welcome pure 
truth. Here, however, is visible between them a hard line 
of division. It ia not error, said Tui^ot, which opposes 
the progress of truth ; it is indolence, obstinacy, and the 
apirit of routine. But then Tui^ot enjoined upon us to 
make it the aim of life to do battle in ourselves and others 
with all this indolence, obstinacy, and spirit of routine in 
the world ; while Burke, on the contrary, gave to theao 
bad things gentler names, he surrounded them with the 
picturesque associations of the past, and in the great world- 
crisis of his time he threw alt his passion and all his gcnina 
on their side. Will any reader doubt which of these two 
types of the school of order and justice, both of them no- 
ble, IS the more valuable for the race, and the worthier and 
more stimulating ideal for the individual ! 

It is not certain that Burke was not sometimes for a 
moment startled by the suspicion that he might unawares 
be fighting against the truth. In the midst of flaming 
and bitter pages, we now and again feel a cool breath from 
the distant region of a half-pensive tolerance. " I do not 
think," he says at the close of the Rejleciions, to the per- 
son to whom they were addressed, " that my sentiments 
are likely to alter yours. I do not know that they oug 
You are young; you cannot guide, but must follow, the 
fortune of your country. But hereafter they may be of 
5 to you, in some future form which your com- 
monwealth may take. In the present it can hardly re- 
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main ; but before its final settlement, it may be obliged to 
pass, as one of onr poets says, ' through great varieties of 
untried being,' and in all its transmigrations to be purified 
by fire and blood." 

He felt in the midst of his hate that what he took for 
seething chaos might after all bo the struggle upwards of 
the germs of order. Among the later words that he wrote 
on the Revolution were these : " If a great change ia to 
be made in human affairs, the minds of men will be fitted 
to it; the general opinions and feelings will draw that 
way. Every fear, every hope, will forward it ; and then 
they who persist in opposing this mighty current in human 
sSairs will appear rather to resist Iho decrees of Provi- 
dence itself than the mere designs of men." We can only 
regret that these rays of the metis divinior did not shine 
with a more steadfast light ; and that a spirit which, amid 
the sharp press of manifold cares and distractions, hod erer 
vibrated with lofty sympathies, was not now more constant 
to its faith in the beneficent powers and processes of the 
Unseen Time, 
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For some moDths after the pablication of the Refieetumt, 
Burke kept up the rel&tioas of an armed peace with hit 
old pohtical friends. The impeachment went on, and in 
December (1790) there was a private meeting on the busi- 
ness connected with it, between Ktt, Burke, Fox, and Dun- 
das, at the bouse of the Speaker. It was described by one 
who knew as most eoug and amiable, and tliere seems to 
have been a genenil impression in the world at this mo- 
ment that Fox might by some means be indnced to join 
Pitt. What troubled the slumbers of good Whigs like 
Gilbert EUiot was the prospect of Fox committing himself 
too strongly on French affairs. Burke himself was in the 
deepest dejection at the prospect ; for Fox did not cease 
to express the most unqualified disapproval of the Reflat- 
tioru ; he thought that, even in point of composition, it 
was the worst thing that Burke had ever published. It 
was already feared that his friendship for Sheridan was 
drawing him further away from Burke, with whom Sheri- 
dan had quarrelled, into a course of politics that would 
both damage his own reputation, and break up the strong 
union of which the Duke of Portland was the nominal 
head. 

New floods in France had not yet carried back the ship 



caiP- II.] THE RUSSIAN ARMAMENT. 177 

of State into n^ng waters. Ktt was thinking so little of 
danger from tliat countrj, that he had plunged into a pol- 
icy of intervention in the affairs of eastern Europe, When 
writers chat^ Bnrkc with breaking violently in upon Pitt's 
system of peace abroad and reform at home, they overlook 
the fact that before Burke bad begun to preach bis cru- 
sade agiunst the Jacobius, Pitt bad alreatly prepared a war 
with Russia. The nation refused to follow. They agreed 
with Fox that it was no concern of tbeira whether or not 
Rusaia took from Turkey the country between the Boug 
and Dniester; they felt that British interests would be 
more damaged by the expenses of a war than by the ac- 
quisition by Eiusia of Ockzakow. Rtt was obliged to 
throw up the scheme, and to extricate himself as well as 
he conld from rash engagements with Prossiik It was on 
account of his services to the cause of peace on this oc- 
cauon that Catharine ordered the Russian ambassador to 
send her a bust of Fox in white marble, to be placed in 
her colonnade between Demosthenea and Cicero, We may 
take it for granted that after the Revolution rose to its full 
height, the bust of Fox accompanied that of Yoltaire down 
to the cellar of the nermitage. 

While the affair of the Ruaaian armament was still oc- 
cnpying the minister, an event of signal importance hap- 
pened in the ranks of bis political adversaries. The alli- 
ance which had lasted between Burke and Fox for five-and- 
twenty years came to a sudden end, and this rift gradual- 
ly widened into a destructive breach tbroughout the party. 
There is no parallel in our parliamentary history to the 
fatal scene. In Ireland, indeed, only eight years before, 
Flood and Orattan, after fighting side by aide for many 
yeara, had all at once sprung upon one another in the 
Parliament House with the fury of vultures: Flood had 
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•creamed to Grattao that be vas a mendicaDt patriot, sad 
Gmttan bad called Flood ao ill-omened bird of night, with 
a sepulchral note, a rsdaveroos aspect, and a broken beak. 
The Irish, like the FreDcb, have the art of msking things 
dnunatic, and Barke was the greatest of Irishmen. Ob 
the opening of the session of 1T9I, the govemmcnt had 
inteodaced a bill for the better government of Canada. It 
introdnced qnestions abont church establishments and be- 
reditaiy legislators. In discnssing these. Fox made some 
references to France. It naa impossible to refer to France 
without touching the ReJUetions on the French Iterolulimt. 
Borke was not present, but he heard what Fox had said, 
and before long Fox again introdnced French affairs in a 
debate on the Russian armament. Bnrke rose in violent 
lieat of roind to reply, but the Rouse would not hear him. 
He resolved to speak when the time came for the Canada 
Bill to be recommitted. Meanwhile some of his friends 
did all that they could to dissuade him from pressing the 
matter further. Even the Prince of Wales is said to have 
written him a letter. There were many signs of the rupt- 
ure that was so soon to come in the Whig ranks. Men 
so equally devoted to the common cause as Windham and 
Elliot nearly came to a quarrel at a dinner-party at Lord 
Malmesbury's, on the subject of Burke's design to speak; 
and Windham, who for the present aided with Fox, entera 
in his diary that he was glad to escape from the room 
without speaking to the man whom, since the death of 
Dr. Johnson, he revered before all others. 

On the day appointed for the Canada Bill, Fox called at 
Burke's house, and after some talk on Burke's intention to 
speak, and on other matters, they walked down to West- 
minster and entered the House together, as they had so 
many a time done before, but were never to do again. 
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They found that the debate had been adjouraed, and it 
was not mitil May eth that Burke had an opportunity of 
eiplaining himself on the Revolution in France. lie had 
DO sooner risen, than interruptions broke out from bis 
own side, and a scene of great disorder followed. Burke 
was incensed beyond endurance by this treatment, for even 
FoK and Windham had taken part in the tumult against 
him. With much bitterness he commented on Fox's pre- 
vious eulogies of the Revolution, and finally there came the 
fatal words of severance. " It is indiscreet," he said, " at 
any period, but especially at my time of life, to provotft 
enemies, or give my friends occasion to desert me. Yet 
if my firm and steady adherence to the British Constitu- 
tion place me in such a dilemma, I am ready to risk it, 
and with my last words to exclaim, ' Fly from the French 
Constitution.' " Fox at this point eagerly called to him 
that there was no loss of friends, " Yes, yes," cried Burke, 
" there is a loss of friends, I know the price of my con- 
duct, I have done my duty at the price of my friend. 
Our friendship is at an end." 

The members who sat on the same side were aghast at 
proceedings which went beyond tbeir worst apprehensions. 
Even the ministeriahats were shocked. Pitt agreed much 
more with Fos than with Burke, but he would iiave been 
more than human if he had not watched with complacency 
his two most formidable adversaries turning their swords 
against one another. Wilberforce, who was more disin- 
terested, lamented the spectacle as shameful. In the gal- 
leries there was hardly a dry eye. Fox, as might have 
been expected from his warm and generous nature, was 
deeply moved, and is described as weeping even to sob- 
bing. He repeated his former acknowledgment of his 
debt to Burke, and he repeated his former expression of 
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faith in the blessings which the abolition of royal despot- 
ism would bring to France. With unabated vehemeDce 
Burke again rose to denounce the French Constitution — 
"a building composed of untempered mortar — the work 
of Goths and VandalB, where eTerything was disjointed 
and inverted." After a short rejoinder from Fox, the 
scene came to a close, and the once friendly intercourse 
between the two heroes was at an end. When they met 
in the Managers' box in Westminster Hall on the business 
of Ilastinga'a trial, they met with the formalities of stran- 
gers. There is a story that when Burke left the House 
on the night of the quarrel it was raining, and Mr. Cur- 
wen, a member of the Opposition, took him home in his 
cariit^o. Burke at once began to declaim against tbe 
French. Curwen dropped some remark on the other side. 
" What !" Bnrke cried out, grasping the check-string, " are 
you one of these people ! Set me down," It needed all 
Curwen'a force to keep him where he was ; and when they 
reached his house, Burke stepped oat without saying a 
single word. 

We may agree that all this did not indicate the perfect 
sobriety and solf-control proper to a statesman, in what 
was a serious crisis both to his party and to Europe. It 
was about this time that Burke said to Addington, who 
was then Speaker of the Bouse of Commons, that he was 
not well. "I eat too much. Speaker," he said, "I drink 
too much, and I sleep too little," It is even said that he 
felt the final breach with Pos as a relief from unendnrable 
suspense ; and he quoted the lines about ..Eneas, after he 
had finally resolved to quit Dido and the Carthaginian 
shore, at last being able to snatch slumber in his ship's tall 
stem. There can be no doubt how severe bad been tbe 
tension. Tet the performance to which Bnrke now ap- 
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plied himself is one of the gravest and most reasonable 
of all his compoaitiotis. He felt it necessary to vindicate 
the fundamental coitsistency between his present and his 
past. We have no difficulty in imagining the abuse to 
which he was exposed from those whose abuse gave hira 
pain. In a country jroverned by party, a politician who 
qnita the allies of a lifetime must expect to pay the pen- 
alty. The Whig papers told him that he waa expected to 
Bnirender his seat in Parliament They imputed to him 
all sorts of sinister motives. His name was introduced 
into ironical toasts. For a whole year there waa scarcely 
a member of his former party who did not stand aloof 
from him. Windham, when the feeling was at its height, 
sent word to a host that he would rather not meet Burke 
at dinner. Dr. Parr, though he thought Mr. Burke the 
greatest man upon earth, declared himself most indignant- 
ly and moat fixedly on the side of Mr. Slieridan and Mr. 
Fox. The Duke of Portland, though always described as 
strongly and fondly attached* to hira, and Gilbert Elliot, 
who thought that Burke was right in hia views on the Rev- 
olution, and right in expressing them, still could not for- 
give the open catastrophe, and for many months all the old 
habits of intimacy among them were entirely broken oS. 

Burke did not bend to the storm. He went down to 
Margate, and there finished the Appeal from the Nem to 
the Old Whigs. Meanwhile ho dispatched his son to 
Coblenz to give advice to the royalist exiles, who were 
then mainly in the hands of Calonne, one of the very 
worst of the ministers whom Louis XVI. had tried be- 
tween his dismissal of Turgot in 1774, and the meeting of 
the States^Ieneral in 1789. This measure was taken at 
the request of Calonne, who had visited Borkc at Margate. 
The English government did not disapprove of it, thoujjh 
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they nsturally declined to invest either young Bnrlce or 
any one else with authority from themselTcs. Aa little 
came of the misBion as might have bGcn expected from the 
frivoloGS, unmanly, and enraged spirit of those to whom it 
was addreaaed. 

Id August (l79I), whiJe Richard Burke was atCoblenz, 
the Appeal vaa published. This was the last piece that 
Burke wrote on the Revolution, in which there is any pre- 
tence of measure, sobriety, and calm jiidgraent in face of 
a formidable and perplesing crisis. Henceforth it is not 
political philosophy, but the mioatory exhortation of a 
prophet Wc deal no longer with principles and ideas, 
but with H partisan denunciation of particular acts, and a 
partisan incitement to a given practical policy. We may 
appreciate the policy as we choose, but our appreciation of 
Burke as a thinker and a contributor to political wiadom 
is at an end. He ia now only Dcroosthenea thundering 
against Philip, or Cicero shrieking against Mark Antony, 

The Mejltmtiona had not been published many months 
before Burke wrote the Letter to a Member of the National 
Assembly (January, 1 791), in which strong disapproval had 
grown into furious hatred. It contains the elaborate dia- 
tribe against Kousseau, the grave panegyric on Cromwell 
for choosing Hale to be Chief Justice, and a sound criti- 
cism on the laxity and want of foresight in the manner in 
which the States-General had been convened. Here first 
Burke advanced to the position that it might be the duty 
of other nations to interfere to restore the Eing to Ula 
rightful authority, just as England and Prussia hod inter- 
fered to save Holland from confusion, as they had inter- 
fered to preserve the hereditary constitution in the Aus- 
trian Netherlands, and as Prnssia had interfered to snatch 
even the malignant and the turban'd Turk from the pounce 
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of the Russian eagle. Was not tbe King of France as 
much an object of policy and compassion as the Grand 
Seignior! Aa this was the first piece in which Eurkc 
hint«d at a crusade, so it was the first in which he began 
to heap upon the heads, not of Hebert, Fouquier-Tinville, 
Billaud, nor even of Robespierre or Danton — for none of 
these Lad yet been heard of— but of able and conscien- 
tious men in the Constituent Assembly, language of a 
virulence which Fox once said seriously that Burke had 
picked, even to tbe phrases of it, out of the writings of 
Salmasins against Milton, but which is really only to be 
paralleled by the much worse language of Milton against 
Salmasius. It was in truth exactly the kind of incensed 
speech which, at a later date, the factions in Paris level- 
led against one another, when Girondins screamed for the 
beads of Jacobins, and Robespierre denounced Danton, 
and Tallien cried for the blood of Robespierre. 

Bnrke declined most wisely to suggest any plan for the 
National Assembly. " Permit me to say " — this is in the 
letter of January, 1791, to a member of the Assembly — 
"that if I were as confident as I ought to be diffident in 
my own loose general ideas, I never should venture to 
broach them, if but at twenty leagues' distance from the 
centre of your affairs. I must see with my own eyes; I 
must in a manner touch with my own hands, not only the 
fixed, but momentary circamstances, before I could venture 
suggest any political project whatsoever, I must know 
Q power and disposition to accept, to esecute, to perse- 
vere. I mast see all the aids and all the obstacles. I 
must see the means of correcting the plan, where correc- 
tives would be wanted. I must see the things : I must 
the men. Without a concurrence and adaptation of 
these to the design, the very best speculative projects 
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might become not only moleas hat mischieyoiia. 
must be made for meo. People at & distance mnst jndj 
til of men. They do not always answer to their rep 
tiuD when you approach thcin. Nay, the pcrapectire 
ries, and shows tbcm (]uite other than you thought tli 
At a distance, if we judge nnoertainly of men, we n 
jnd^ worse of opportunities, which continuallv vary t 
shapes and colours, and pass away like clouds." Our ■ 
miration at such words is quickly ati&ed when we i 
the confident, unsparing, immoderate cridciem which boA^ 
preceded and followed this truly rational exposition <rf i 
danger of advising, in cases where wc know neitW tfa« I 
men nor the opportunities, ^liy was savage and unf^f 
tering dcnunciiition any less unbecoming than, as be ad 
mit», crude prescriptions would have been unbecoming! 

By the end of 1791, when he wrote the ThmighU oi 
French Affairs, be had penetrated still farther into tlie et 
sential character of the Revolution. Any notion of a re- I 
form to be effected after the decorous patteiTi of 168B, so I 
conspicnoua in the first great manifesto, had wholly diaap- I 
peared. The changes in France he allowed to bear little I 
resemblance or analogy to nny of those which had been J 
previonsly brought about in £uropc. It is a revolution, I 
he said, of doctrine and theoretic dogma. The Reforma- I 
tion was the last revolution of tbia sort which had happen- 
ed in Europe; and he immediately goes on to remark s 
point of striking resemblance between them. The oSeot 
of the Reformation was " to introduce other interests into 
all countries than those which aro!^ from their locality 
and natural circumstances." In like manner other sourcea 
of faction were now opened, combining parties among the 
Inhabitants of different countries into a single connectiDn. 
tVom these sources, effects were likely to arise fnlly as im< 
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nortant as those which had formerly arisen from the jar- 
ring interests of the religious sects, It is a species of fac- 
tion which " breaks the locality of public affections.'" 

He was thus launched on the full tide of his policy. 
The French Revolution mnst be hemmed in by a cordou 
of fire. Those who sympathised with it in England must 
be gagged, and if gagging did not suffice, they must be 
taught respect for the constitution in dungeons and on the 
gallows. His cry for war abroad and arbitrary tyranny at 
home waxed louder every day. As Fox said, it was lucky 
that Burke took the royal aide in the Revolution, for his 
violence would certainly have got him hanged if he had 
happened to take the other side. 

It was in the early summer of 1793 that Miss Bumey 
again met Burke at Mrs. Crewe's villa at Hampstead. He 
entered into an animated conversation on Lord Macartney 
and the Chinese expedition, reviving all the old enthusiasm 
of his companion by his allusions and anecdotes, his brill- 
iant fancies and wide information. When politics were 
introduced, he spoke with an eagerness and a vchemencs 
that instantly banished the graces, though it redoubled the 
energies of bis discoufse. " How I wish," Miss Burney 
writes, " that you could meet this wonderful man when he 
is easy, happy, and with people he cordially likes. But 
politics, even on his own side, must always be excluded ; 

' De Tocqueviile lia^ unconsciaualy imitated Burke's very phrases. 
"Toutes les revolutions civitea et poliriques onl en une patrie, et s'y 
Bont eafennfes. I<a RSvoIuUon franfaise ... on I'a vue mpprocher 
on diviser lea homraes en dipit dee lois, dea traditionB, des cttractftrea, 
de langue, rendant parfoia ennemis dcs compatriotea, et frferes des 
fitmngerB; on pluldt eHe a/orm$ audetitug de toiiles lea natioiuUUii par. 
tiad^ra, una patrie inletleetuclh commnne rfoiii iei hommes de louta let 
(uj/iota ontpu devemr dlo^eni." — Ancien ESgiino, p. 15. 
N 8 rs 
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his irriUbtlit; ia bo tcrribti' on that tliem^, that it gire» 
immedUtelj' to his face tht e:rpretiaon of a man u&o h 
going to defend kimse/ffrom marderers." 

Burke still remained without a following, but tlje ranks 
of his o!ii allies gradually began to show signs of waver- 
ing. His panic about the Jacobins within the gat«a slonlj 
spread. His old faith, about which he had once talked so 
much, in the ancient rustic, manly, home-bred sense of the 
English people, he dismissed as if it had been some idle 
ilreum that had come to him through the ivory gat«. His 
fine eomparison of the nation to a majestic herd, browing 
in peace amid the importuDate chirrupings of a thousand 
crickets, became so little appropriate, that he was now 
beside himself with apprehension that the crickets were 
about tj) rend the oxen in pieces. Even then the herd 
stood traniniilly in their pastures, only occasionally turn- 
ing a dull eye, now to France, and now to Burke. In the 
autumn of 1791, Burke dined with Pitt and Lord Gren- 
ville, and he found them resolntc for an honest neutrality 
in the affairs of France, and "quite out of all apprehen- 
sions of any effect from the French Revolution in this 
kingdom, either at present or any time to come." Fran- 
cis and Sheridan, it is true, spoke as if they almost wished 
for a domestic convnlsion ; and cool observers who saw 
him daily, even accused Sheridan of wishing to stir up the 
lower ranks of the people by the hope of plundering their 
betters. Bat men who afterwards became alarmists are 
found, so late as the spring of 1792, declaring in their 
moat confidential correspondence that the party of confn- 
no way with t!ie country, and produced no ef- 
fect Home Tooke was its most conspicuous chief, and 
nobody pretended to fear the subversion of the realm by 
Tooke. Yet Burke, in letters where he admits th^ 
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the democratic party is entirely discountenanced, and that 
the Jacobin faction in England is under a heavy cloud, 
was 80 posaesaed by the spectra of panic, as to declare 
that the Dake of Brunswick was as much fighting the 
battle of the crown of England as the Duke of Cumber- 
kud fought that battle at Culloden. 

Time and events, meanwhile, had been powerfully tell- 
ing for Burke. While he was writing his Appeal, the 
French King and Queen had destroyed whatever confi- 
deuce sanguine dreamers might have had in their loyalty 
to the new order of things, by attempting to escape over 
tlic frontier. They wera brought back, and a manful at- 
tempt was made to get the new constitution to work, in 
the winter of 1791-92. It was soon found out thi 
Mirabcau had beea right, when he said that for a nioi 
archy it was too democratic, and for a repiiblio there wi 
a king too much. This was Burke's Bejlections in a nu 
shell. But it was foreign intervention that finally ruined 
the King, and destroyed the hope of an orderly 
Frederick the Great had set the first example of 
some call iniquity and violence in Europe, and othi 
milder terms call a readjustment of the equilibrium ol 
cations. He had taken Silesia from the Honse of Aus- 
tria, and he had shared in the first partition of Poland, 
Catbarine II. had followed him at the expense of Poland, 
Sweden, and Turkey. However we may view these trans- 
actions, and whether we describe tbem by the stern words 
of the moralist, or the more depreoatoiy words of the 
diplomatist, they are the first sources of tliat storm of law- 
rapine which swept over every part of Europe for five- 
and-twenty years to come. The intervention of Austria 
and Prussia in the affairs of France was originally less a 
deliberate design for the benefit of the old order than an 
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interlude in the intrignes of eastern Europe, But the firet 
effect of intervention on beLalf of tbe French monarchy 
was to bring it in a few weeks to tlie ground. 

In the spring of 1792 France replied to the prepara- 
tions of Austria and Prussia for invasion by a declaration 
of war. It was inevitable that the French people should 
osaociate the court with the foreign enemy that was oom- 
ing to its deliverance. Everybody knew as well then as 
we know it now, that the Queen was as bitterly inceneed 
against the new order of things, and as resolutely unfaith- 
ful to it, as the most furious emigrant on the Rhine. Even 
Burke himself, writing to his son at Coblenz, was con- 
straiued to talk about Marie Antoinette as that " most un- 
fortunate woman, who was not to be cured of the spirit of 
court intrigue even by a prison," The King may have 
been loyally resigned to his position, hot resignation will 
not defend a country from the invader; and the nation 
distrusted a chief who only a few months before had been 
arrested in full flight to join tbe national enemy. Power 
naturally fell into tbe hands of the men of conviction, en- 
ergy, passion, and resource. Patriotism and republicanism 
became synonymoas, and the constitution against which 
Burke had prophesied was henceforth a dead letter. The 
spirit of insurrection that had slumbered since the fall 
of the Bastille and the march to Versailles in 1789, now 
awoke in formidable violence, and after the preliminary re- 
hearsal of what is known in the revolutionary calendar as 
the 20th of June (1792), the people of Paris responded to 
the Duke of Brunswick's insensate manifesto by the more 
memorable day of the 10th of August. Brunswick, ac- 
cepting the hateful language which the French emigrants 
put into his mouth, had declared that every member of the 
national guard taken with arms in his hands would be im- 
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mediately put to death ; that every inhabitant who should 
dare to defend himself, would be put to death and hia 
house burnt to the ground ; and that if the least insult 
was offered to the royal family, then their Austrian and 
Prussian majesties would deliver Paris to military execu- 
tion and total destruction. This is the vindictive ferocity 
which only civil war can kindle. To conviuee men that 
the manifesto was not an empty threat, on the day of its 
publication a force of nearly 140,000 Austrians, Prussians, 
and Hessians entered France. The sections of Paris re- 
plied hy marching to the Tuileries, and after a furious con- 
flictwith the Swiss guards, they stormed the chateau. The 
King and bis family had fled to the National Assembly. 
The same evening they were thrown into prison, whence 
the King and Queen only came out on thoir way to the 
scafiold. 

It was the King's execution in January, 1793, that final- 
ly raised feeling in England to the intense heat which 
Burke had for so long been craving. The evening on 
which the courier brought the news was never forgotten 
by those who were in London at the time. The play- 
houses were instantly closed, and the audiences insisted on 
retiring with half the amusement for which they had pwd. 
People of tie lowest and the highest rank alike put on 
mourning. Tlie French were nnivei'saliy denounced as 
fiends upon earth. It was hardly safe for a Frenchman to 
appear in the streets of London. Placards were posted on 
every wall, calling for war, and the crowds who gathered 
round them read them with ioud hun'ahs. 

It would be a great mistake to say that Pitt ever lost 
his head, but he lost his feet. The momentary passion of 
the nation forced him out of the pacific path in which ha 
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with the ministeiB than asv one oat of office. He went 
OBCC •bont this time with Windban] and Elliot, to infonn 
Pitt as to the nnefuiness of the public aboat the slacksesa 
of onr naval and military preparation. " Burke," says tnm 
of the party, "gave Ktt a little political instraction in a 
Tcry respectful and cordial way, bnt with the authority <rf 
an old and most informed state«man,aDd although nobody 
ever takes the whole of Burke's advice, yet he often, or al- 
ways rather, famishe* very important and usefnl matter, 
some part of which aticka and doea good, Pitt took it all 
very patiently and cordially." 

It was in tbe December of 1792 that Burke had enacted 
that famous bit of melodrama out of place, known as the 
Dagger Scene. The Government had brought in an Alien 
Bill, imposing certain pains and restrictions on foreigners 
coming to this country. Foi denounced it as a concession 
to foolish alarms, and was followed by Burke, who b^an 
to storm as usual against mnrderons atheists. Then, with- 
out due preparation, he began to fumble in his bosom, snd- 
denly drew out a diigger, and with an eKtraragant geatnre 
throw it on tlic floor of the Hoose, crying that this w«a 
what they had to expect from their alliance with France. 
The stroke missed its mark, and there was a general incli- 
nation to titter, until Burke, collecting himself for an ef- 
fort, cftllod upon them with a vehemence to which his Hb- 
teners could not choose but respond, to keep French prin- 
ciples from their heads, and French daggers from their 
hearts ; to preserve all their blandishments in life, and nil 
their consolations in death ; all the blessings of time, and 
all the liopes of eternity. All this was not prepared long 
beforehand, for it seems that the dagger bad only been 
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shown to Burke on Lis way to the Honse, as one that had 
been sent to Birmingbam to be a pattern for a large order. 

I Whether prepared or unprepared, the scone was one from 

' which we gladly avert our eyes. 

Negotiations had been going on for some months, and 
they continued in variooa stages for some months longer, 

I for a coalition between the two great parties of the state. 

Burbe was persistently anxious that Fox should join Pitt's 

I governments Pitt always admitted the importanee of 

I Foi'a abilities in the difficult affairs which lay before the 

ministry, and declared that be had no sort of personal an- 
imosity to Fox, but ratlier a personal good-wil! and good- 
liking. Fox himself said of a coalition, "It is ao damned 
right, to be sure, that I cannot help thinking it must be." 
Bnt the difficnlties were insuperable. The more rapidly 

' the government drifted in Bnrke's direction, the more im- 

possible was it for a man of Fox's political sympathies 

I and convictions to have any dealings with a cabinet com- 

I mitted to a policy of irrational panic, to be carried out by 

a costly war abroad and cruel repression at home. " What 
a veiy wretched man /" was Burke's angry exclamation one 
day, when it became certain that Fox meant to stand by 
the old fl^ of freedom and generous comraoa-sense. 

When the coalition at length took place (1794), the 
only man who carried Barke's principles to their fullest 
extent into Pitt's cabinet was Windham. It is impossi- 
ble not to feci the attraction of Windham's character, his 
amiability, his reverence for great and virtuous men, hia 
passion for knowledge, the versatility of his interests. He 
is a striking example of the fact that literature was a com- 
mon pursuit and occupation to the chief statesmen of that 
time (always excepting Pitt), to an extent that has been 
gradually tending to become rarer. Windham, in the 
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mtdet of bis deration to public aSiurs,to the businees of . 
his country, and, let us add, a zenlous attendance on every 
prize-fight within reach, waa never happy unless he was 
working up points in literature and mathematics. There 
was a literary and classical spirit abroad, and in spite of 
the furious preoccupations of faction a certain ready dis- 
engagement of mind prevailed. If Windham and Fox be- 
gan to talk of horses, they seemed to fall naturally into 
what had been said about horses by the old writers. Fox 
held that long ears were a merit, and Windham met him 
by the authority of Xenophon and Oppian in favour of 
short onci, and finally they went oS into what it was that 
Virgil meant, when he called a horse's head arffutum 
caput. Burke and Windham travelled in Scotland to- 
gether in 1785, and their conversation fell as often on old 
books as on HastiDgs or on Pitt. They discussed Vii^il'a 
similes; Johnson and L'Eatrange, as the extremes of Eng- 
lish style ; what Stephens and A. Gtellius had to say about 
Cicero's use of the word tfraliosu3. If they came to li- 
braries, Windham ran into them with eagerness, and veiy 
strongly enjoyed all "the feel that a library usually ex- 
cites." He is constantly reproaching himself with a re- 
missness, which was purely imaginary, in keeping up his 
mathematics, his Greek tragedies, his Latin historians. 
There is no more curious example of the remorse of a 
bookman impeded by afEairs. " What progress might 
men make in the several parts of knowledge," he says very 
truly, in one of these moods, " if they could only pursue 
them with the same eagcrneaa and assidnity aa are exerted 
by lawyers in the conduct of a suit." But this distrac- 
tion between the tastes of the bookman and the pursuits 
of public business, united with a certain quality of his 
constitution to produce one great defect in his character. 
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and it was the worst dc^fcct that a Btatesman can have. 
He became the most icresolute and vacillating of men. 
He waat«s the first half of a day in deciding which of two 
courses to take, and the second half in blaming himself 
for not having taken the other. He is constantly late at 
entertainments, because lie cannot make up his mind in 
proper time whether to go or to stay at home ; hesitation 
whether he shall read in the red room or in the library, 
loses him three of the best hours of a morning ; the diffi- 
culty of early rising he finds to consist less in rising early, 
than in satisfying himself that the practice is wholesome ; 
his mind is torn for a whole forenoon in an absurd con- 
tost with himself, whether he ought to indulge a strong 
wish to esorciae hia horse before dinner. Every page of 
his diary is a register of the symptoms of this unhappy 
disease. When the Revolution came, he was absolutely 
forced by the iron neeessity of the case, after certain per- 
turbations, to go cither with Fox or with Burke. Under 
this compulsion he took one headlong plunge into the 
policy of alarm. Everybody knows how desperately an 
habitually irresolute man is capable of clinging to a policy 
or a conviction to which he has once been driven by dire 
Btreaa of circumstance. Windham having at last made up 
his mind to be frightened by the Eevolution, was more 
violently and inconsolably frightened than anybody else. 

Pitt, after he had been forced into war, at least intend- 
ed it to be a war on the good old-fashiont'd principles of 
seizing the enemy's colonies ami keeping them. He was 
taunted by the alarmists with caring only for sugar isl- 
ands, and making himself master of all the islands in the 
world except Great Britain and Ireland. To Burke all 
this was an abomination, and Windham followed Burke to 
the letter. He even declared the holy rage of the fourth 
0* 
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ZelUr on a Regicide Peace, published after Burke's death, 
to contain tbo purest wisdom and the most unanawerabte 
policy. It was through Windham's eloquence and perso- 
\erance that the monstrous idea of a crusade, and all 
Burlie's other violent and CKcited precepts, gained an effec- 
tive place and hearing in the cabinet, in the royal cloeet, 
and in the House of Commons, long after Burke himself 
had left the scene. 

We have already seen how important an element Irish 
affairs became in the war with America. The same spirit 
which bad been stirred by the American war was inevita- 
bly kindled in Ireland by the French Revolution. The 
association of United Irishmen now came into existencQ, 
with aims avowedly revolutionary. Tbey joined the party 
which was striving for the relief of the Catholics from 
certain disabilities, and for their admission to the franchise. 
Burke had watched all movements in his native country, 
from the Whiteboy insurrection of 1781 downwards, with 
steady vigilance, and he watched the new movement of 
1792 with the keenest eyes. It made him profoundly 
uneasy. He could not endure the thought of ever so mo- 
mentary and indirect an association with a rcvolntionaiy 
party, either in Ireland or any other quarter of the globe, 
yet he was eager for a policy which should reconcile the 
Irish, He was so for two reasons. One of them was his 
pohtical sense of the inexpediency of proscribing men by 
whole nations, and excluding from the franchise on the 
ground of religion a people as nuraorous as the subjects of 
the King of Denmark or the King of Sardinia, eijnal to 
the population of the United Netherlands, and larger than 
were to bo found in all the States of Switzerland. His 
second reason was his sense of the urgency of facing trou- 
ble abroad with a nation nnited and contented at home ; 
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of abolishing in the heart of the coantry that "bank of 
discontent, every hour accmnulating, upon which every 
description of seditious men may draw at pleasure." 

In the beginning of 1792, Burke's son went to Dublin 
as the agent and adviser of the Catholic Committee, who 
at first listened to him with the respect due to one in 
whom they expected to fiod the qualities of his father. 
They aoon found out that he was utterly without either 
tact or judgment ; that he was arrogant, impertinent, vain, 
and empty. Wolfe Tone declared him to be by far the 
moat impudent and opinionatirc fellow that he bad ever 
known in his life. Nothing couid exceed the absurdity 
of his conduct, and on one occasion he had a very narrow 
escape of being taken into custody by the Serjeant-at-amiR, 
for rushing down from the gallery into the Irish House 
of Commons, and attempting to make a speech in defence 
of a petition which he had drawn up, and which was being 
attacked by a member in his place. Richard Burke went 
home, it is said, with two thousand guineas in his pocket, 
which the Catholics had cheerfully paid as the price of 
getting rid of him. He returned shortly after, hut only 
liolped to plunge the business into further confusion, and 
finally left the scene covered with odium and discredit. 
His father's Letter to Sir Hereuhi Langrishe (1782) re- 
mains an admirable monnmcnt of wise statesmanship, a 
singular interlude of calm and solid reasoning in the midst 
of a fiery whirlwind of intense passion. Burke perhnps 
felt that the state of Ireland was passing away from the 
sphere of calm and solid reason, when he knew that 
Duraouriez's victory over the allies at Valmy, which filled 
Beaconsfield with such gloom and dismay, was celebrated 
at Ihiblin by an illumination. 

Barke, who was now in his sixty -fourth year, had fi.r 
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some time annouDced his intention of leaving the House 
of Commons, as soon as he had brooght to an end the 
prosecution of Hastings. In 1794 the trial came to a 
close ; the thanks of the House were formally voted to 
the managers of the impeachment ; and when the scene 
was over, Burke applied for the Cbiltern Hundreds. Lord 
Fitzwiiliam nominated Richard Burke for the seat which 
his fiither had thus vacated at Malton. Pitt was then 
making arrangements for the accession of the Portland 
Wliigs to his government, and it was natural, in connexion 
with these arrangements, to confer some favour on the 
man who had done more than anybody else to promote 
the new alliance. It was proposed to make Burke a peer 
under the style of Lord Benconefield — a title in a later 
age whimsically borrowed for himself by a man of geniua, 
who delighted in irony. To the title it was proposed to 
attach a yearly income for two or more lives. But the 
bolt of destiny waa at this instant launched. Richard 
Burke, the adored centre of all hia father's hopes and af. 
fectiona, was seized with illness, and died (August, 1794), 
We cannot look without tragic emotion on the pathos of 
the scene, which left the remnant of the old man's days 
desolate and void. A Roman poet has described In toach- 
ing words the woe of the aged Nestor, as he beheld the 
funeral pile of his son, too untimely slain — 
"Oro paruTnper 
Attenda.B quantum de legibus ipse queratur 
Fatonim et aimio de elamine, quum videC ucria 
AntUocbi b&rbam ard^ntem : quum quteiit ab orooi 
Qulsquia adest socius, cur b^c in t^mpont duret. 
Quod f acinus digoum tam longo adiniserit ibvo." 

Burke's grief finds a nobler expression. " The storm haa 
gone over me, and I lie like one of those old oaks which 
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the late hurricane has scatterud about me. I am stripped 
of all my honours ; I am torn up by the roots and lie pros- 
trate on the earth. ... I am alone. I have none to meet 
my enemies in the gate. ... I live in an inverted order. 
They who ought to have succeeded me have gone before 
me. They who should have been to me as posterity, are 
in the place of ancestors," 

Burke only lived three years after this desolating blow. 
The arrangements for a peerage, as a matter of course, 
came to an end. But Fitt was well aware of the seriona 
embarrassments by which Burke was so pressed that be 
«aw actual beggary very close at hand. The King, too — 
who had once, by the way, granted a pension to Burke's 
detested Rousseau, though Rousseau was too proud to 
draw it — seems to have been honourably interested in 
making a provision for Burke. What Pitt offered was an 
immediate grant of 1200?. a year from the Civil list for 
Mrs. Burke's life, to be followed by a proposition to Par- 
liament in a message from the King, to confer an annui- 
ty of greater value upon a statesman who had served the 
country to his own loss for thirty years. As a matter of 
fact, the grant, 2500/. a year in amount, much to Bnrke's 
chagrin, was never brought before Parliament, but was con- 
ferred directly by the Crown, as a charge on a certain stock 
known as the West India four-and-a-half per cents. It 
seems as if Pitt were afraid of challenging the opinion of 
Parliament ; and the storm which the pension raised oat 
of doors, was a measure of the trouble which the defence 
of it would have inflicted on the government inside the 
House of Commons. According lo the rumour of the 
time, Burke sold two of his pensions upon lives for 
S7,000/., and ,there was left the third pension of 1200/. 
for his wife's life. By and by, when the resentment of 
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the Opposition was ronecd to tlie highest pitch by the in- 
famoas Treason and Sedition BilU of 1795, the Dake of 
Bedford and Lord LanJerdale, seeking to accmnnlate ev- 
ery possible complaint against the government, assailed the 
^mnt to Burke, ns made without the consent of Parlia- 
ment, and Hs It violent cootradiction to the whole policy of 
the plan for economic reform. The attack, if not unjusti- 
fiable in itself, came from an unlucky quarter. A chief of 
the house of Bedford was the most unfit person in ths 
world to protest against grants by favour of the Crown, 
Barko was too practised a rhetorician not to see the open- 
ing, and his Letter to a JVoble Lord is the most splendid 
repartee in the English language. 

It is not surprising that Burke's defence should have 
provoked rejoinder. A cloud of pamphlets followed the 
Letter to a Noble Lord — some in doggrel verse, others in 
a magniloquent prose imitated from his own, others mere 
poisonous scurrility. The nearest approach to a just stroke 
that I can find, after turning over a pile of this trash, is an 
ejtpression of wonder that he, who was inconsolable for 
the loss of a beloved son, should not have reflected how 
many tender parents had been made childless in the pro- 
fusion of blood, of which he himself had been the most 
relentless champion. Our disgust at the pages of insult 
which were here levelled at a great man is perhaps moder- 
ated by the thought that Burke himself, who of all people 
ought to have known better, had held up to public scorn 
and ohloqny men of snch virtue, attainments, and real ser- 
vice to mankind as Richard Price and Joseph Priestley. 

It was during these months that he composed the Let- 
lera on a Regicide Peace, though the third and fourth of 
them were not published until after his death. There 
have been those to whom these compositions appeared to 
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be Barke's masterpieces. la fact tbey are deplorable. 
They contain passages of fine pbilosopby and of skilful 
and plausible reasoning, but sucb passages only make ua 
wonder bow they come to be where tbey are. The reader 
is in no humour for tliem. In splendour of rhetoric, iu 
fine images, in sustention, in irony, they surpass anything 
that Burke ever wrote ; but of the qualities and principles 
that, far more than bis rhetoric, have made Burke so ad- 
mirable and so great — of justice, of firm grasp of fact, of 
a reasonable sense of the probabilities of things — there are 
only traces enough to light up the gulfs of empty words, 
reckless phrases, and senseless vituperations, that surge and 
boil around tbem. 

It is with tbe same emotion of "grief and shame" with 
which Fox heard Burke argue against relief to Dissenters, 
that we hear him abusing tbe courts of law because tbey 
did not convict Hardy and Home Tooke. The pages 
against divorce and civil marriage, even granting that they 
point to the right judgment in these matters, express it 
with a vobomcncc that is irrational, and in the dialect, not 
of a statesman, but of an enraged Capucin. Tbe highly- 
wrought passage in which Burke describes external aggran- 
disement as the original thought and the ultimate aim of 
the earlier statesmen of the Kevolution, is no better than 
ingenious nonsense. The whole performance rests on a 
gross and inexcusable anachronism. There is a contempt- 
uous refusal to discriminate between groups of men who 
were as different from one another as Oliver Cromwell was 
different from James Nayler, and between periods which 
were as unUke in all their conditions as the Athens of the 
Thirty Tyrants was unlike Athens after Thrasybulns had 
driven the Tyrants out. lie nssames that the men, the 
policy, the maxims of the French government are the men, 
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the policy, and tlie matims of the handfu' of obscure mia- 
creanbi who had hacked priests and nobles to pieces at the | 
doors of the pri»0DB four years before. Camot is to him ' 
merely "that sanguinary tyrant," and the heroic Heche i 
becomes " that old practised assassin," while the Prince of | 
Wales, by the way, and the Duke of York are the hope ■ 
and pride of nations. To heap up that incessant iteration 
about thieves, murderers, housebreakers, assassins, bandit^ 
bravoes with their Lands dripping with blood and theii 
maw gorged with property, desperate paramours, bombas- 
tical players, the refuse and rejected offal of strolling the- 
atres, bloody buffoons, bloody felons — all this was as un- 
just to hundreds of disinterested, bouest, and patriotic men 
who were then earnestly striring to restore a true order 
and solid citizenship in France, as the foul-mouthed scur- 
rility of an Irish Orangeman is unjust to millions of de- 
vout Catholics. 

Burke was the man who might have been expected be- 
fore all others to know that in every system of govern- 
ment, whatever may have been the crimes of its ori|pn, 
there is sure, by the bare necessity of things, to rise np a 
party or an individual, whom their political instinct will 
force into resistance to the fatalities of anarchy. Man is < 
too strongly a political animal for it to be otherwise, 
was so at each period and division in the Revolution. There . ' 
was always a party of order; and by 1796, when Burke ] 
penned these reckless philippics, order was only too easy 
in France. The Kevolution had worn out the passion and ' 
moral enthusiasm of its first years, and all the best men of 
the revolutionary time bad been consumed in a flame of 
fire. When Burke talked about this war being whoUy un- 
like any war that ever was waged in Europe before, abont 
its being a war for justice on the one side, and a fanatical 
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bloody propagandiaiu on tLe otber, he sliut hia eyes to 
tbe plain fact that the Directory had after all really eun^ 
to the moral level of Frederick and Catharine, oi', for that 
matter, of Louis the Fourteenth hiiueelf. This war was 
only too like the other great wara of European history. 
The French government had become political, exactly in 
the same'senae in which Thug;ut and Metternich and Kerz- 
berg were political. Tbe French Eejiublic in I'O'J was 
neither more nor leas aggressive, immoral, piratical, than 
the monarchies which had partitioned Poland, and had in- 
tended to redistribute the continent of Europe to suit their 
own ambitious. The Coalition began tbe game, but France 
proved too strong for them, and tbey had tiie worst of their 
game. Jacobinism may have iospired tbe original fire wbicb 
made her armies irresistible, but Jacobinism of that stamp 
bad now gone out of fashion, and to denounce a peace with 
the Directory because the origin of their government was 
regicidal, was as childish as it wonid have been in Muzarin 
to decline a treaty of regicide peace with Oliver Cromwell. 
What makes tbe Regicide Peace so repulsive is not that 
it recommends energetic prosecution of the war, and not 
that it abounds in glaring fallacies in detail, bat that it is 
in direct contradiction with that strong, positive, ration- 
al, and sane method which had before uniformly marked 
Burke's political philosophy. Here lay hia inconsistency, 
not in abandoning democratic principles, for he had never 
held them, but in forgetting his own rules, that nations act 
from adequate motives relative to their interests, and not 
from metaphysical speculation ; that we cannot draw an 
indictment against a whole people, that there is a species 
of hostile justice which no asperity of war wholly extin- 
guisbes in the minds of a civilized peopla " Steady in- 
dependent minds" he had once said, "when they have an 
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iiliject of so (crious a concern to mHnkind ns i/ovemmeni 
under their contemplation, vill disdain ti> R-ssume tLe part 
of satirists and declaim era." Show the thing that you ask 
(or, be cried during the American war, to be reason, show 
it to be com in on -Ben se. We have a measure of the roa- 
Bon and common-sense of Burke's attitude in the RegieiHt 
Peace, in the langui^ which it inspired in Windham and 
others, who denounce Wilberforce for canting when he 
Bpoke of peace ; who stigmatized Pitt as weak, and a pan- 
der to national avarice for thinking of the cost of the war; 
and who actually charged the liverymen of London who 
petitioned for peace, with open acditioo. 

It is a striking illustration of the verBatiltty of Burke's 
moods, that immediately before sitting down to write the 
flaming Letters on a Regicide Peace, he had composed one 
of the most lucid and accurately meditated of all his tracts, 
which, short as it is, contains ideas on free trade whicfa 
was only too far in advance of the opinion of his time. 
In l'?72 a Com Bill had beeu introduced — it was passed 
in the following year — of which Adam Smith *aid, that 
it was like the laws of Solon, not the best in itself, but 
the best which the situation and tendency of the times 
would admit. In speaking upon this measure, Burke had 
laid down those sensible principles on the trade in com, 
which he now in 1785 worked out in the Thougktt and 
DetaiU on Scarcili/. Those who do not concern them- 
selves with economics will perhaps be interested in the 
singular passage, vigorously objected to by Dugald Stew- 
art, in which Burke sets up a genial defence of the con- 
sumption of ardent spirits. It is interesting as an arga- 
mcnt, and it is moat characteristic of the author. 

The curtain was now falling. All who saw him, felt 
that Burke's life was quickly drawing to a close. Ht» 
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Bon's death hnd struck the fin&l blow. We could only 
wish that the yeara had brought to him, what it ought to 
be the fervent prayer of us all to find at the close of the 
long struggle with ourselvea and with cireurastanco — h 
dispoBition to happiness, a composed spirit to which time 
has made things clear, an uarebellious temper, and hopes 
undimmed for mankind. If this was not so, Burke at 
least busied himself to the end in great interests. His 
charity to the unfortunate emigrants from France was dil- 
igent and unwearied. Among other solid services, he es- 
tablished a school at Beaconsfield for sixty French boys, 
principally the orphans of Qiiiberon, and tbe children of 
other emigrants who had suffered in the cause. Almost 
the last glimpse that we have of Burke is in a record of 
a visit to Beaconsfield by the author of the Vindicim Gal- 
iicae. Mackintosh had written to Burke to express his ad- 
miration for his character and genius, and recanting his old 
defence of the Revolution. " Since that time," he said, " a 
melancholy experience has undeceived me on many sub- 
jects, in which I was then the dupe of my enthusiasm." 
When Mackintosh went to Beaconsfield (Christmas, 1797), 
was as much amazed as every one else with the exuber- 
e of his boat's mind in conversation. Even then Burke 
entered with cordial glee into the sports of children, roll- 
l abont with them on the carpet, and pouring out in 
t gambols the sublimest images, mixed with the most 
wretched puns. He said of Fox, with a deep sigh, " He 
ade to be loved," There was the irresistible outbreak 
Mfainst "that putrid carcase, that mother of all evil — the 
French Revolution." It reminded him of the accursed 
things that crawled in and out of the mouth of the vile 
in Spenser's Cave of Error ; and he repeated the nau- 
seous stanza. Mackintosh was to be the faithful knight 
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of the romance, the brightness of whose sword was to flash 
destruction on the filthy progeny. 

It was on the 9th of July, 1797, that in the Bisty-eighth 
year of bis age, preserving bis faculties to the last moment, 
he expired. With iDagoanimous tcademess, Fox propoittd 
that he should be buried among the great dead in Wcat- 
minster Abbuy ; hut Burke had left strict injunctions that 
bis funeral should he private, and he was laid in the little 
church at Beacon afield. It was a terrible moment in the 
history of Eugland and of Europe. An open mutiny had 
just been quelled in the Sect. There bad been signs of 
disaffection in the army. In Ireland the spirit of revolt 
was smouldering, which in a few months broke out in the 
fierce flames of a great rebellion. And it was the year of 
the political crime of Campo Formio, that sinister pacifi- 
cation in which violence and fraud once more asserted their 
unveiled ascendancy in Europe. These sombre shadows 
were falling over the western world, when a life went out, 
which, notwithstanding some grave aberrations, had made 
great tides In human destiny very luminous. 




A STOKY is told that in the time when Burke vas still at 
peace with the DiasenterB, he visited Priestley, and after 
seeing his library and his lahoratory, and hearing how his 
hoBt'a honra were given to experiment and meditation, he 
exclaimed that Boch a life mnst make him the happiest 
and most to be envied of men. It must sometimes have 
occurred to Burke to wonder whether he had made the 
right choice when he locked away the fragments of his 
history, and pinnged into the torment of party and Par- 
liament. Bat his interests and aptitudes were too strong 
and overmastering for him to have been right in doing 
otherwise. Contact with aSaiis was an indispensable coD' 
dition for the full use of his great faculties, in spite of 
their being less faculties of affairs than of speculation. 
Public Hfc was the actual field in which to test, and work 
out, and u^e with good eSect the moral ideas which were 
Burke's most sincere and genuine interests. And he was 
able to bring these moral ideas into such eSectivc use 
because he was so entirely unfettered by the narrowing 
spirit of formula. No man, for instance, who thought in 
formulaj would have written the curious passage that I 
have already refen'cd to, in which he eulogises gin, because 
" under the pressure of the cares and sorrows of our mor- 
tal condition, men have at all times and in all countries 
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cl ia Bomc physical aid to their moral consolation.*' 
valued words at their proper rate ; that is to say, he 



knew that some of the 



greatest 



facts in the life and char- 



acter of man, and in the institutions of society, can find 
no diiscription and do measurement iu words. Public life, 
as we can easily perceive, with tts shibboleths, its exclu- 
sive parties, its measurement by conventional standardB, it« 
attention to small expediencies before the larger ones, ia 
not a field where such characteristics are likely to make 
an instant effect. 

Though it, is not wrong to say of Burke that, as an ora- 
tor, he was transcendent, yet in that immediate influence 
upon his hearers which is commonly supposed to be the 
mark of oratorical success, all the evidence is that Bnrke 
generally failed. We have seen how his speech against 
Hastings affected Miss Bumey, and how the speech on 
the Nabob of Arcot's debts was judged by Pitt not to bo 
worth answering. Perhaps the greatest that he ever made 
was that on conciliation with America; the wisest in its 
temper, the most closely logical in its reasoning, the am- 
plest in appropriate topics, the most generous and concili- 
atory in the substance of its appeals. Yet Erskine, who 
nae in the House when this was delivered, said that it 
drove everybody away, including people who, when they 
came to read it, read it ovtt and over again, and could 
hardly think of anything else. As Moore says rather too 
floridly, but with truth — " In vain did Burke's genius pnt 
forth its superb plumage, glittering all over with the hun- 
dred eyes of fancy — the gait of the bird was heavy and 
awkward, and its voice seemed rather to scare than attract." 
Burke's gestures were chimi^y ; he had sonorous but harsh 
tones ; he never lost a strong Irish accent ; and his utter- 
ance was often hurried and eager. Apart from these di&- 
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advantages of accident which have been overcome bj' men 
infinitely inferior to Burke, it is easy to perceive, from the 
matter and tenture of the speeches that have become Eng' 
lish classics, that the very qualities which are escellences 
in literature were drawbacks to the spoken dincourBes. A 
listener in Westminster Elall or the House of Commons, 
unlike the reader by hia fireside in the next centurj', is al- 
ways thinking of arguments and facts that bear directly 
on the special issue before him. What he wishes to hear 
is some particularity of event or inference which will ei- 
ther help him to make up hia mind, or will justify him if 
his mind is already made up. Enrke never neglected these 
particularities, and he never went so wide aa to fall for an 
instant into vagueness, but he went wide enough into the 
generalities that lent force and light to his view, to weary 
men who cared for nothing, and could not be expected to 
care for anything, but the business actually in hand and 
the most expeditious way through it. The contentious- 
ness is not close enough and rapid enough to hold the in- 
terest of a practical aaaenibiy, which, though it was a hun- 
dred times less busy than the House of Commons to-day, 
fioems to have been eager in the inverse proportion of what 
it had to do, to get that little quickly done. 

Then we may donbt whether there is any instance of 
an orator throwing his spell over a large audience, without 
frequent resort to the higher forms of commonplace. Two 
of the greatest speeches of Burke's time are supposed to 
have been Grattan's on Tithes and Fox's on tlio Westmin- 
ster Scrutiny, and these were evidently full of the splendid 
commonplaces of the first-rate rhetorician. Burke's mind 
was not readily set to these tunes. The emotion to which 
he commonly appealed was that too rare one, the love of 
wisdom ; and he combined his thouglits and knowledge in 
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propositions of wisjom so weighty and strong, that the 
minds of ordinary bearers were not on the instant pre- 
pared for them. 

It is true that Burke's speeches were not without effect 
of an indirect kind, for there is good evidence that at the 
time when Lord North's ministry was tottering, Burke had 
risen to a position of the first eminence in Parliament. 
When Boswell said to him that people would wonder how 
he could bring himself to take so much pains with hU 
speecbes, knowing with certainty that not one vote would 
be gained by them, Burke answered that it is very we]l 
worth while to take pains to speak well in Parliament ; 
for if a man speaks well, he gradually establishes a certain 
reputation and consequence in the general opinion ; and 
though an Act that has been ably opposed becomes law, 
yet in its progress it is softened and modified to meet ob- 
jections whose force has never been acknowledged directly, 
" Aye, sir," Johnson bi'okc in, " and there is a gratificatiou 
of pride. Though we cannot out-vote them, we will out- 
argue them." 

Out-arguing is not perhaps the right word for most of 
Burke's performances. Ho is at heart thinking more of 
the subject itself than of those on whom it was his appar- 
ent business to impress a particular view of it. He sur- 
renders himself wholly to the matter, and follows up, 
though with a strong and close tread, all the excursions to 
which it may give rise in an elastic intelligence — "mo- 
tion," as De Quincey says, " propagating motion, and life 
throwing off life." But then this exuberant way of think- 
ing, this' willingness to let the subject lead, is less apt 
in pnblic discourse than it is in literature, and from this 
comes the literary quality of Burke's speeches. 

With all his hatred for the book-man in politics, Burke 
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owed much of his own distinction to that generous rich- 
ness aod breadth of judgment which had been ripened in 
him by literature and his practice in it. Like some other 
men in our history, be showed that books are a better 
preparation for statesmanship than early training in the 
subordinate pasta and among the permanent officials of a 
public department. There is no copiousness of literary 
reference in his works, such as over-abounded in civil and 
ecclesiastical publicists of the seventeenth century. Nor 
can we trnly eay that there is much, though there is cer- 
tainly some, of that tact which literature is alleged to con- 
fer on those who approach it in a just spirit and with the 
true gift. The influence of literature on Burke lay partly 
in the direction of emancipation from the mechanical for- 
mula of practical politics; partly in the association which 
it engendered, in a powerful understanding like his, be- 
tween politics and the moral forces of the world, and be- 
tween political maxims and the old and great sentences of 
morals; partly in drawing him, even when resting his case 
on prudence and expediency, to appeal to the widest and 
highest sympathies ; partly, and more than all, in opening 
his thoughts to the many conditions, possibilities, and " va- 
rieties of untried being" in human character and sitnation, 
and so giving an incomparable flexibility to his methods 
of political approach. 

This flexibility is not to be found in his manner and 
composition. That derives its immenao power from other 
sources ; from passion, intensity, imagination, size, truth, 
cogency of logical reason. If any one has imbued himself 
with that exacting love of delicacy, measure, and taste in 
expression, which was until our own day a sacred tradition 
of the French, then he will not like Burke. Those who in- 
sist on charm, on winningness in style, on subtle harmonies 
10 
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and exquisite sng^tion, are disappointed in Burke ; they 
even find him stitl and over-coloured. And there are 
blemubes of this kind. HU banter is nearly always un- 
gainlj, hiB wit blunt, as Johnson said of it, and very often 
unseasonable. We feel thai Johnson must have been right 
in declitring that though Burke was alwajs in search of 
pleasantries, he never made a good joke in bis life. As is 
usual with a man who has not true humour, Burke is also 
withoul true pathos. Tbe thought of wrong or misery 
moved hiiR less to pity for the victim than to anger against 
the cause. Again, there are some gratuitoua and unre- 
deemed vulgarities; some images who.se barbarity makes 
UB Ehudder, of creeping ascarides and inexpugnable tape- 
worms. But it b the mere foppery of literature to suffer 
ourselves to be long detained by specks like these. 

The varieties of Burke's literary or rhetorical method 
are very striking. It is almost incredible that the superb 
imaginative amplification of tbe description of Hvder Ali's 
descent upon the Camatic should be from the same pen as 
the grave, simple, unadorned Addrtus to the King {1111), 
where each sentence falls on the ear with the accent of 
some goldcn-tongued oracle of the wise gods. His stride 
is the stride of a giant, from the sentimental beauty of the 
picture of Marie Antoinette at Versailles, or the red horror 
of the tale of Debi Sing in Rungpore, to the learning, pos- 
itiveness, and cool judicial mastery of the Report on the 
Lords' Journals (1794), which Philip Francis, no mean 
judge, declared on the whole to be the " most eminent and 
eitraordinary " of all his productions. Even in the cool- 
est and dryest of his pieces there is the mark of greatness, 
of grasp, of com prehension. In all its varieties Burke's 
ityle is noble, earnest, deep-flowing, because his sentiment 
Wfu lofty and fervid, and went with sincerity and ardent 
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disciplined travail of judgment. Fox told Francis Horner 
that Dryden's prose was Biirke'a great favourite, and that 
Burke imitated him more than anyone else. We may 
well believe that he was attracted by Dryden's ease, his 
copiousness, his gaiety, his manliness of style, but thcro 
can hardly have been any conscious attempt at imitation. 
Their topics were too diSerent. Burke had the style of 
his subjects, the amplitude, the weightiness, the laborious- 
ness, the sense, the high flight, the grandeur, proper to a 
man dealing with imperial themes, the freedom of nations, 
the justiee of rulers, the fortunes of great societies, the sa- 
credness of law. Burke will always be read with delight-: 
and edification, because in the midst of discussions on the ■ 
local and the accidental, he scatters apophthegms that take I 
as into the regions of lasting wisdom. In the midst of the 
torrent of bis most strenuous and passionate deliverances, 
he aiiddedly rises aloof from his immediate subject, and in i 
all tranquillity reminds us of some permanent relation of 
things, some enduring truth of human life or society. We 
do not hear the organ tones of Milton, for faith and free- 
dom had other notes in the seventeenth century. There 
is none of the complacent and wise-browed sagacity of 
Bacon, for Burke's were days of eager personal strife and 
party fire and civil division. We are not exliilarated by 
the cheerfulness, the polish, the fine manners of Boling- 
broke, for Burke had an anxious conscience, and was ear- 
nest and intent that the good should triumph. And yet 
Burke is among the greatest of those who hare wrought 
marvels in the prose of our English tongue. 

The influence of Burke on the publicists of the genera- 
tion after the Revolution was much less considerable than 
might have been expected. In Germany, where there ha* 
been so much excellent writing about Staalamsaensekiift, 
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with sncfa poverty and darkness in the wisdom of practi- 
cal politics, tliere is a long list of writers who have drawn 
their inspiration from Burke. In Fmnce, publicists of the 
Bentimental school, like Chateaubriand, and the politico^ 
eccleeiaslical school, like De Maistre, fashioDcd a track of 
their own. In England Burke made a deep mark on con- 
temporary opinion during the last years of his life, and 
then his influence underwent a certain eclipse. The offi- 
cial Whigs considered him a renegade and a heresiarch, 
who had committed the deadly sin of breaking up the 
party, and they never mentioned his name without bitter- 
ness. To men Uke Godwin, the author of Political Jut- 
tice, Burke was as antichrist. Bentham and James Mill 
tiioiight of him as a declaimer who lived upon applause, 
and who, as one of them says, was for protecting every- 
thing old, not because it was good but because it existed. 
In one quarter only did he exert a profound influence. 
His maxim tbftt men might employ their sagacity in dis- 
covering the latent wisdom which underlies general prejo- 
dices and old institutions, instead of exploding them, in- 
spired Coleridge, aa I have already said ; and the Coleridg- 
jan school are Burke's direct descendants, whenever they 
deal with the significance and the relations of Church and 
State. But they connected these views so closely with 
their views in metaphysics and theology, tfiat the associa- 
tion with Burke was eScctually disguised. 

The only English writer of that age whom we can name 
along with Burke in the literature of enduring power, is 
Wordsworth, that great representative in another and a 
higher field, and with many rare elements added that were 
all his own, of those harmonizing and conciliatory forces 
and ideas that make man's destiny easier to him through 
piety in its oldest and best sense ; >hrODgh r 
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the past, for duty, for in^titiitiotis. He was born in th& 
year of the Present Discontents (1770); and when Burke 
wrote the Refiectious, Wordsworth was standing, with 
France " on the top of golden hours," listening with de- 
light among the ruins of the Bastille, or on the banks of 
the Loire, to " the homeless sound of joy that was in the 
sky." When France lost faith and freedom, and Napoleon 
had built his throne on their grave, ho began to see those- 
strong elements which for Burke had all his life been the- 
true and fast foundation of the social world. Wide as is 
the difference between an oratorical and a declamatory 
mind like Burke's, and the least oratorical of all poets, yet, 
under this difference of form and temper, there is a strik- 
ing likenesa in spirit. There was the same energetic feel--^ 
iug about moral ideas, the same frame of counsel and ^ 
prudence, the same love for the slowness of time, the same- 
slight account held of mere intellectual knowledge, and 
even the same ruling sympatny with that side of the ohar- 
Kcter of Englishmen which Burke exulted in, as " their atPS- 
of kings and reverence for priests" " their sullen resislaneg 
of innovation" " their unalterable perseverance in Ike wia- 
dom of prejudice." 

The conservative movement in England ran on for many 
years in the ecclesiastical channel, rather than among ques- 
tions where Burke's writings might have been brought to 
bear. On the political side the moat active minds, both 
in practice and theory, worked out the principles of liber- 
alism, and they did so on a plan and by methods from 
which Burke's utilitarian liberalism and his historic con- 
servatism were equally remote. There are many signs- 
around us that this epoch is for the moment at an end. 
The historic method, fitting in with certain dominant con- 
ceptions in the region of natural science, is bringing men, 
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roand to a way of looking at society for which Barkers 
maximft are exactly saited; and it seems probable that 
he will be more frequently and more seriously referred to 
within the next twenty years than he has been within the 
whole of the last eighty. 



THE END. 
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